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Memorandum for the Record 
Transportation Planning and Programming Committee of the 
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
 
June 4, 2009 Meeting  
11:00 AM –12:30 PM, State Transportation Building, Conference Room 4, 10 Park 
Plaza, Boston 
David Mohler, Chair, representing James Aloisi, Executive Office of Transportation & 
Public Works (EOT) 
 
Decisions 
The Transportation Planning and Programming Committee voted to take the following 
action: 

• approve the minutes of the meeting of May 7 
 
Meeting Agenda 
 
1. Public Comments 
Wig Zamore, resident of the City of Somerville, discussed the Assembly Square 
redevelopment project and requested that as the MPO considers supporting the 
transportation aspects of the project it consider the quality of transit and bicycle and 
pedestrian access to the development. He advocated for a southern entrance at the 
planned Orange Line station at Assembly Square (in addition to the planned northern 
entrance) so that transit riders would have easier access to the IKEA store that will be 
built at the southern portion of the site. He asked members to consider the cost 
effectiveness of adding a southern MBTA station entrance when making decisions about 
allocating public funds for this project. He also noted that a southern entrance would 
benefit future Transit Oriented Development at that location. 
 
He provided information on energy consumption by source and sector that showed that 
70% of the nation’s petroleum use comes from the transportation sector. He noted that 
IKEA customers tend to drive long distances to shop at the stores and that, as the 
company has a large potential customer base in the Somerville area, providing convenient 
transit access could reduce the vehicle emissions that would be generated from people 
traveling to the store and help preserve the region’s highway capacity. (See attached 
handouts showing population figures for areas around IKEA stores, GHG emissions 
generated from trips to those stores, and energy consumption data from the U.S. 
Department of Energy.) 
 
Members discussed the issues raised by W. Zamore. 
 
Jim Gallagher, Metropolitan Area Planning Council, asked about the added cost of 
adding a southern MBTA station entrance. W. Zamore estimated that the second entrance 
would probably add 10% to the cost of the Assembly Square Orange Line Station project.  
 
Paul Regan, MBTA Advisory Board, suggested that IKEA be approached to determine if 
the company could change their store entrance design to better accommodate customers 
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who would be coming from the northern entrance of the MBTA station.  Adding an 
additional MBTA station entrance might double the cost of the station.  
 
Malek Al-Khatib, Advisory Council recommended that a survey be done to determine the 
reduction in traffic that could be expected if a second MBTA entrance were added.  
 
Jim Gillooly, City of Boston, asked about the split between people who would be able to 
use transit to shop at IKEA and those who would need a vehicle to transport their 
purchases. W. Zamore replied that about 40% of IKEA customers take buses to the IKEA 
in Elizabeth, New Jersey. (IKEA offers free shuttle bus service from New York City.) 
For its Somerville store, IKEA plans to provide free shuttle buses at peak hours from 
Sullivan Square until the new Orange Line station is built, he said.  
 
2. Chair’s Report – David Mohler, EOT 
The chair did not have a report, but he took questions from members. 
 
J. Gallagher asked if the MPO could produce a draft Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) if the MPO has not amended its Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). He 
also inquired as to when EOT would provide the MPO with financials for the RTP. D. 
Mohler replied that the draft TIP could not be released until the air quality conformity 
analysis is done for the RTP. State level discussions must happen before the financials 
can be released to the MPO, he said. 
 
Mary Pratt, Town of Hopkinton, asked for an update on the recent meeting of the 
Massachusetts Association of Regional Planning Agencies (MARPA). D. Mohler 
reported that, at the meeting, EOT distributed the MPO targets, and project lists for 
several funding programs (the Accelerated Bridge, National Highway System, and 
Interstate Maintenance programs). Staff was asked to circulate these materials to 
members. 
 
3. Subcommittee Chairs’ Reports – Paul Regan, MBTA Advisory Board, and Jim 
Gallagher, MAPC 
The Administration and Finance Subcommittee has tentatively scheduled a meeting for 
June 18 to review and discuss the CTPS SFY 2010 budget. 
 
The Suburban Mobility/Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Subcommittee will 
meet this afternoon to discuss proposals it has received. 
 
4. Regional Transportation Advisory Council – Malek Al-Khatib, Regional 
Transportation Advisory Council 
There was no report. 
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5. Director’s Report – Arnie Soolman, Director, Central Transportation Planning Staff 
(CTPS) 

The CTPS budget is under development. CTPS expects that the draft will be available for 
review on June 18 and hopes that the final budget can be approved at the meeting of June 
25. 
 
6. Meeting Minutes  -- Pam Wolfe, Manager of Certification Activities, CTPS 
A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of May 7 was made by P. Regan, and 
seconded by M. Pratt. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
7. Update on Development of FFY 2010 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 
– Stephen Woelfel, MassHighway, Chair of UPWP Subcommittee, and Mary Ellen 
Sullivan, UPWP Manager, CTPS 
S. Woelfel reported that the MPO did not solicit additional new projects for the FFY 
2010 UPWP because the MPO has a backlog of project ideas and because of the current 
financial situation. The UPWP Subcommittee will be prioritizing projects next week. The 
MPO will vote on the Subcommittee’s recommendations on June 25. The UPWP budget 
will be available on June 18, after the CTPS budget is prepared.  
 
D. Mohler asked if the funding level for the UPWP is decreasing or remaining level. A. 
Soolman replied that the change in funding level varies by task; the effort on the 
Household Travel Survey and model development tasks are increasing, for example. 
 
M.E. Sullivan distributed a list of the proposed UPWP studies. (See attached for study 
descriptions.) Study ideas that are advancing at this point include: 

• Moody Street, Waltham Traffic Safety Improvements 
• Revere Beach Parkway (Route 16) Safety and Operations Improvements, Everett 

to Chelsea 
• Route 37, Braintree Five Corners to Holbrook Town Line: Mobility and Traffic 

Operations Analysis 
• Route 20 and Soldiers Field Road Intersection Area 
• North Shore Subregional Study 
• I-93 Access and HOV Improvements, Savin Hill, South Bay Area 
• Route 1 Access/Interchange Improvements in Saugus 
• Conceptual Designs/FDRs for Intersections Pilot Study 
• Guidance for the Installation of Accessible Pedestrian Signals 
• Technical Transportation Planning Assistance Pilot Program 
• Travel Demand Management Services Evaluation 
• Strategies to Reduce Automobile Trips to Transit 
• Evacuation and Hazard Mitigation Mapping 
• Evaluating Potential Efficiencies in MBTA Core Services 
• Allston/Brighton Bus Improvements Study 
• MBTA Bus Route 1, Transit Signal Priority, Cambridge/Boston 
• Transit and Traffic Integration in Selected Corridors 
• Rail Transit Ridership in Metropolitan Boston 
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• Post-Fare Increase Impacts Analysis 
• Comprehensive AFC Non-Interaction Study 

 
Additional studies that are being added to the universe are: 

• Developing a Regional HOV System 
• Phase 2 of the Massachusetts Freight and Rail Study 
• Truck Diversion to Rail, Part 1 
• Truck Diversion to Rail, Part 2 

 
S. Woelfel then provided an overview of the UPWP Subcommittee’s view of the status of 
certain other proposed UPWP projects: 

• Belmont Center Transportation Study: This study is still in the mix, however, it 
does not have strong support from the Subcommittee. Subcommittee members are 
interested in first seeing what happens with an earmark associated with a project 
for consolidation of stations on the Fitchburg commuter rail line. 

• Jamaicaway and Riverway in Boston and Brookline; Transportation Alternatives 
to Driving: This project was a recommendation from the Inner Core Subregion. 
Subcommittee members had concerns about doing this study since the MPO could 
not implement recommendations from it. There are also right of way constraints 
in the corridor. 

• Route 1 Safety and Operations Improvements: Norwood and Walpole: This 
project was dropped from the UPWP universe of projects. EOT is doing a Route 1 
study and the Subcommittee believes it makes sense to wait until the larger study 
is done. 

• Route 99 Everett and Malden: Safety and Operations Improvements: This study 
was dropped from the UPWP universe of projects. There were concerns about the 
possible low level of community interest. 

• Route 1A Corridor Planning Study: This project remains in the mix, but there 
were concerns about whether the study should be postponed until the Wonderland 
development study is done. Also, development in the area has precluded 
recommendations from a previous study. 

• CMAQ Committee Support: Staff proposed expanding the Suburban 
Mobility/TDM program into a broader CMAQ program that would cover all 
CMAQ eligible projects. The Subcommittee believes that such a change in MPO 
policy needs to be discussed more at the level of the full Transportation Planning 
and Programming Committee. 

• Roundabout Use Guidance: MassHighway will be looking into this project. 
• Transportation Needs Assessment of the Department of Transitional Assistance 

Employment Services Program Population in Selected Neighborhoods: This 
project remains in the mix. Staff will be checking to ensure that this task is not 
already being done by EOT. 

 
Joe Cosgrove, MBTA, provided a brief overview of an MBTA proposed project, the 
Allston/Brighton Bus Improvement Study. The MBTA is working with the City of Boston 
on planning efforts in the Allston/Brighton area. He also discussed the Post-Fare 
Increase Impacts Analysis study.  
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Several members discussed the impacts of MBTA parking lot fee increases on 
municipalities. Jim Gillooly, City of Boston, David Koses, City of Newton, and Marc 
Draisen, MAPC, all raised concerns about problems cities face when commuters choose 
to park on city streets to avoid paying higher parking fees. Cities must implement 
resident parking programs, install signs, and take other enforcement actions that can be 
costly and disadvantageous for neighborhood residents and visitors.  
 
J. Gillooly, recommended that the MBTA put some focus on studying the implications to 
municipalities from price hikes at MBTA parking lots. He also commented about 
dynamic pricing models that could be used to maximize lot usage and revenues. D. Koses 
suggested that there might be a UPWP study that looks at the implications of overflow 
parking on residential streets. 
 
Richard Reed, Town of Bedford, asked about a proposed study for the Route 4/Route 225 
area in Lexington. Staff has followed-up with the Town of Lexington; Lexington has 
taken a different approach to this issue.  
 
M. Draisen then distributed a list of UPWP study ideas proposed by MAPC. (See 
attached memorandum.) He highlighted the tasks included in the memorandum, which 
included: 

• developing an interactive map of TIP projects (see Section 3 of the memorandum)  
• ongoing and new corridor planning studies in the region (Section 4) 
• alternative-mode planning, including implementing projects from the Regional 

Bicycle Plan and Regional Pedestrian Plan (Section 5)  
• support to subregions (Section 6) (more funds may need to be allocated to this 

work since it has been level-fund for some time) 
• land use development project reviews, involving earlier engagement by MAPC in 

the MEPA reviews process, more detailed focus on fewer MEPA reviews, 
concentrating on corridors where multiple developments are anticipated, and 
encouraging state agencies to consider mitigation to address corridor concerns 
(Section 7)  

• MetroFuture implementation, including implementing the elements of Chapter 12 
that require transportation planning and analysis work, and ensuring that there is a 
robust MetroFuture-related transportation planning element in the work MAPC 
does with communities 

• projects on which MAPC and CTPS would coordinate (pages 12-13) 
 

Regarding the latter point, he also noted that MAPC and CTPS are working together to 
ensure that coordination between both staffs becomes more robust. 

 
He requested members’ comments on the ideas proposed by MAPC. 

 
Regarding the interactive TIP map, Karl Quackenbush, Deputy Director of CTPS, noted 
that the MPO already has an interactive TIP map now.  MAPC and CTPS will discuss 
this project more to ensure that the proposal doesn’t include duplicated work. 
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M. Pratt suggested coordinating the presentation to the MPO of proposed projects from 
MAPC alternative-mode planning (bicycle and pedestrian projects) with TIP projects. 
She also recommended that MAPC work with communities to get funding for some 
alternative-mode projects.  
 
8. Other Business 
S. Woelfel reported that the MPO is now soliciting projects for the Federal Transit 
Administration’s Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) and New Freedom 
Programs. This year there is $940,000 in JARC and $997,000 New Freedom funding 
available for projects in the Boston Urbanized Area. A request for proposals was issued 
on May 27th. The MPO will hold a workshop for applicants on June 8th. Proposals are due 
June 26th.  
 
M. Draisen inquired as to when EOT would be issuing a report on municipal projects that 
are candidates for stimulus funding, how municipalities are being informed of their 
project status, and whether MassHighway has completed its analysis of project readiness. 
D. Mohler replied that the list would be released to the MPO during the development of 
the FFY 2010 TIP. He stated that the staff of the Lieutenant Governor’s office is 
coordinating the effort to respond to municipalities. He also stated that MassHighway has 
completed a review of project eligibility, but that the readiness analysis is still ongoing. 
The list of potential projects will be released to the Regional Planning Agencies by the 
end of the week. Second round highway projects eligible for stimulus funding would 
have to be advertised by the end of February 2010. Transit projects must be under grant 
agreement in December 2009. 
 
9. Members Items 
There were none. 
 
10. Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn was made by S. Woelfel, and seconded by Ginger Esty, Town of 
Framingham. The motion passed unanimously.
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Transportation Planning and Programming Committee Meeting Attendance 
Thursday, June 4, 2009, 10:00 AM

 
Member Agencies  Representatives and Alternates  
EOT    David Mohler 
City of Boston   Jim Gillooly 

Thomas Kadzis 
City of Newton   David Koses 
City of Somerville  Thomas Bent 
MAPC    Marc Draisen 

Eric Bourassa 
    Jim Gallagher 
MassHighway   Stephen Woelfel 
MBTA    Joe Cosgrove  
MBTA Advisory Board Paul Regan 
Regional Transportation Malek Al-Khatib 
 Advisory Council Steve Olanoff   
Town of Bedford  Richard Reed 
Town of Hopkinton  Mary Pratt 
Town of Framingham  Ginger Esty 
    
 

 
MPO Staff/CTPS 
Michael Callahan 
Maureen Kelly 
Anne McGahan 
Hayes Morrison 
Sean Pfalzer 
Karl Quackenbush 
Arnie Soolman 
Mary Ellen Sullivan 
Pam Wolfe 
 
Other Attendees 
Wig Zamore Somerville resident   
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