
Public Comments on Draft Amendment 4 to the FFYs 2007-2010 TIP (8/6/09)                           

Date Affiliation/Name Comment MPO Action
7/27/2009 Robert T. Markel, Town 

Manager, Town of Ipswich
Seeks the obligation of FHWA funds for the Ipswich North Green Improvement Transportation 
Enhancement Project. Funding for the design of the project is included in the FFY 2009 element of the 2007-
2010 TIP and construction funds are included in the 2011 element of the Draft 2010-2013 TIP. FHWA 
responded to Ipswich's funding obligation request by stating that they are looking for EOT to make a 
determination as to the sufficiency of the Town's consultant selection process. If the FHWA obligation is not 
received by the end of September, the Town will have to forfeit the awarded funds. Please assist in 
expediting approval of the Town's selection process. Also attached responses to three questions and 
comments raised by FHWA.

8/4/2009 Paul F. Matthews, 
Executive Director & Adam 
C. Ploetz, Manager of 
Sustainable Development 
Programs (495/Metrowest 
Partnership)

Applaud they Boston MPO for allocating funds to the MetroWest Regional Transit Authority (MWRTA) 
through the Section 5307 State Match program for regional transit agencies. These funds will allow the 
MWRTA to continue operation and to plan for future system expansion.

8/4/2009 Kurt Marden, PE Expresses concern for the lack of transit expansion projects in the 2007-2010 TIP. Believes that past 
highway improvements have had little impact on reducing chronic traffic in the Boston MPO's region. 
Advises the MPO against funding more rail trails and suggests that more studies be done  on the feasibility 
of converting existing rail lines to light rail. Recommends that the MPO reallocate TIP funds to support a 
long term transportation plan that supports interconnected transit lines along existing rail Right-of-Way 
(ROW) within the region to reduce dependency on automobiles, congestion, and pollution. Believes that 
transit projects evaluated in relation to the network will better reflect their utilization, cost effectiveness, and 
air quality and land use benefits in the TIP evaluations.   
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