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Memorandum for the Record 
Transportation Planning and Programming Committee of the 
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
 
August 6, 2009 Meeting  
9:00 AM – 11:30 AM, State Transportation Building, MPO Conference Room, 10 Park 
Plaza, Boston 
David Mohler, Chair, representing James Aloisi, Executive Office of Transportation & 
Public Works (EOT) 
 
Decisions 
The Transportation Planning and Programming Committee voted to take the following 
actions: 

• approve Amendment Four to the federal fiscal year (FFY) 2009 element of the 
FFYs 2007 – 2010 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) with several 
newly-introduced items: the addition of two earmarks in the highway portion and 
changes recommended by the MBTA to the transit portion (detailed in the body of 
these minutes) 

• approve the minutes of the meeting of July 9 
• approve listing the following projects as illustrative projects in the Regional 

Transportation Plan (RTP) amendment: 
o Silver Line, Phase 3 
o Urban Ring, Phase 2 
o South Side Commuter Rail Capacity Improvements including South 

Station Expansion, Grand Junction, Boston Midday Commuter Rail 
Layover, Ruggles Platform, and Attleboro Third Track 

o Blue Line Extension to Lynn 
o Concord – Concord Rotary/Route 2 
o Marlborough and Hudson – I-495/I-290/Route 85 Connector Interchange 
o Weymouth to Duxbury – Route 3 South Additional Lanes 
o Bridge Deck Reconstruction Boston Viaduct 
o Newton and Weston – Bridge Deck Widening/Reconstruction Mainline 

over Route 128/I-95 and Charles River 
o Boston – Summer Tunnel Plenum/Ceiling Rehabilitation 

 
Meeting Agenda 
 
1. Public Comments 
Matt Zahler, A Better City, asked the MPO to include the Urban Ring, Phase 2 as an 
illustrative project in the RTP amendment and to model the project in its entirety. He 
noted the project’s benefits for connecting all transit lines and helping to reduce air 
pollution and congestion. He also asked the MPO to include the Silver Line, Phase 3 
project as an illustrative project. He pointed out that per federal ratings, the project ranks 
high for viability but low in terms of financing, and that adding the project to the 
illustrative list could help to access federal funding. He noted that the project would 
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provide direct service to Roxbury, improve air quality and mobility, and reduce 
congestion. He added that the construction of the project could create 50,000 jobs. 
 
Tom Yardley, Medical Academic and Scientific Community Organization (MASCO), 
also voiced support for including the Urban Ring, Phase 2 as an illustrative project and 
modeling the project in its entirety. He spoke about the benefits the project would have 
for improving access to the Longwood Medical Area 
 
Cameron Bain requested the MPO’s support for the Stoneham, Winchester, and Woburn 
– Tri-Community Bikeway project. He remarked on the hard work that the project 
proponents had put into getting the project to its current stage, and he expressed concern 
that without the MPO’s support the proponents might not be able to finish the work they 
started. He asked the members to consider finding funds for smaller projects such as this 
one. 
 
Tad Read, Boston Redevelopment Authority, added his support to the comments made by 
M. Zahler and T. Yardley. He noted the importance of the Urban Ring, Phase 2 project 
and recommended that the project be included in the RTP as an illustrative project and 
that it be modeled. 
 
Dick Williamson, Massachusetts Community Path Alliance, advocated for the 
programming of bicycle path projects in the RTP. He emphasized that existing bicycle 
amenities in the region (such as the parking facilities at Alewife Station) are used by a 
large number of people who commute on facilities such as the Minuteman Bikeway. He 
remarked on the positive environmental and health benefits that bicycle commuting 
promotes. 
  
2. Chair’s Report – David Mohler, EOT 
There was none. 
 
3. Subcommittee Chairs’ Reports – Stephen Woelfel, MassHighway 
Members were provided with copies of the public comments received during the public 
review period for the Draft FFY 2010 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). 
Members will vote on the UPWP on August 13. 
 
4. Regional Transportation Advisory Council – Sue McQuaid, Regional 
Transportation Advisory Council 
The Advisory Council’s subcommittees met last week and the Council sent its comments 
to the MPO. 
 
5. Director’s Report – Arnie Soolman, Director, Central Transportation Planning Staff 

(CTPS) 
The modeling of the 2030 Build scenario for the RTP amendment is proceeding on 
schedule. The results will be available next week. 
 

Boston Region MPO Staff 
8/6/2009 



Transportation Planning and Programming Committee 
Meeting Minutes of August 6, 2009   

3

6. Amendment Four to the FFY 2009 Element of the FFYs 2007 – 2010 
Transportation Improvement Program – Hayes Morrison, TIP Manager, MPO Staff 
Members were provided with TIP tables showing Draft amendment Four to the FFY 
2009 element of the FFYs 2007 – 2010 TIP, and copies of the public comments the MPO 
has received on the document. (See attached.) 
 
H. Morrison pointed out three changes that had been made to the highway portion of the 
TIP tables since members last reviewed the tables. They were the addition of earmarks 
for the Boston – Museum Way Improvements Right of Way Acquisition project and the 
Norwood – Morse Street Bridge project, and the correction of the incorrect deletion of 
advanced construction funding for the Route 107 bridge in Lynn. She also summarized 
the public comments the members received in print form. 
 
Joe Cosgrove, MBTA, highlighted MBTA recommended changes to the transit portion, 
affecting the following line items: 

• The Blue Line Vehicles line item would be reduced from $10 million to zero since 
the MBTA has fully funded the Blue Line vehicle upgrade. 

• The $10 million from the Blue Line Vehicles project would be redirected to the 
Locomotive and Coach Procurement project (increasing that line item from $17 
million to $24 million) and Bus and Train Arrival LCD Signage (increasing that 
project from $3 million  to $6 million). 

• The Redundant Operations Control Center would receive no TIP funding in FFY 
2009. The funds from that line item would be redirected to the following: 

o Orange Line – Engineering: $2.5 million 
o Maintenance Facility Equipment: $3.75 million 
o Commuter Rail Equipment: $4.5 million – this line item includes funding 

for cameras, diagnostic equipment for locomotives, positive train control, 
and radio upgrades. 

 
J. Cosgrove noted that the MBTA will be under a federal mandate to employ positive 
train control, and that the MBTA must develop a plan for implementing it by next spring. 
 
A motion to approve amendment Four to the FFY 2009 element of the FFYs 2007 – 2010 
TIP, with the aforementioned changes, was made by Paul Regan, MBTA Advisory 
Board, and seconded by J. Cosgrove. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
7. Meeting Minutes – Pam Wolfe, Manager of Certification Activities, MPO Staff 
A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of July 9 was made by S. Woelfel, and 
seconded by P. Regan. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
8. Amendment to the Regional Transportation Plan – Anne McGahan, RTP 
Manager, MPO Staff 
At the meeting of July 30, members agreed to develop a list of 10-12 projects to be 
included as illustrative projects in the RTP amendment. For the discussion today, staff 
provided members with a ranked list of potential projects showing the number of 
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nominations from MPO member entities, and lists of preferred projects provided by 
member entities. (See attached.) 
 
Several members, including representatives of MAPC, the MBTA Advisory Board, and 
City of Somerville, recommended that the narrative portion of the illustrative projects 
chapter include a strongly worded discussion of the need for additional funding for state 
of good repair projects (as separate from expansion projects). P. Regan suggested that the 
MPO should highlight that state of good repair projects compete with expansion projects 
for funding, and he noted that some expansion projects depend on completion of  state of 
good repair projects. M. Draisen stated that the MPO should acknowledge the state of 
good repair issue, and address it with the greatest degree of specificity possible in the 
narrative.  
 
Members discussed listing specific state of good repair projects in the illustrative project 
list, however, concern was raised that the MPO might not be able to determine the 
MBTA’s state of good repair backlog on a 20-year basis. In the short term, the MPO 
could determine the unfunded backlog based on what is unfunded in the MBTA’s Capital 
Investment Program (CIP). 
 
J. Cosgrove recommended that the MPO include as illustrative projects, only those 
projects that are actively being planned or are in development but for which funding has 
not been identified. 
 
A motion to develop an illustrative project list of expansion projects – limited to those 
projects which have been worked on, but for which financing has not been identified – 
and to address the state of good repair issue forcefully in the chapter narrative with the 
greatest possible degree of specificity, was made by M. Draisen, and seconded by S. 
Woelfel. The motion failed.. The following members voted yes: City of Somerville, 
Town of Bedford, MBTA, MAPC, City of Boston, Town of Braintree, and Regional 
Transportation Advisory Council. The following voted no: Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority (MassPike), EOT, MassHighway, City of Newton, Town of Framingham, 
Town of Hopkinton, and the MBTA Advisory Board. 
 
A motion to not develop an illustrative projects list for the RTP amendment was made by 
David Koses, City of Newton, and seconded by Ginger Esty, Town of Framingham. The 
motion failed. The following members voted yes: City of Newton, Town of Braintree, 
and Town of Bedford. The following voted no: City of Somerville, MBTA, MAPC, City 
of Boston, Regional Transportation Advisory Council, MassPike, EOT, MassHighway, 
Town of Framingham, Town of Hopkinton, and the MBTA Advisory Board. 
 
During a discussion of this motion, members mentioned the possibility of addressing the 
illustrative project issue more fully next year when the RTP will need to be updated. M. 
Draisen stated that a reason for developing the list this year is to show the public, the 
state legislature, and Congress that the inability to move forward on certain projects is 
tied to the lack of funding available to the MPO; it may be particularly important to 
inform Congress of the issue this year since the federal transportation legislation is due 
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for reauthorization this year. Richard Reed, Town of Bedford, suggested that instead of 
prioritizing projects in the illustrative project list this year, that the MPO prepare a 
separate report on the issue for the legislature.  
 
Members heard a public comment from John Businger, Vice President of the National 
Corridors Initiative. He asked members to keep in mind that the original intent of 
illustrative projects was for those projects of regional significance that have an impact 
beyond MPO borders. He urged them to take this opportunity to concentrate on 
regionally significant projects. As an example, he mentioned the North-South Rail Link, 
which he said has received attention from leaders in government. 
 
A motion to include the Silver Line, Phase 3 (at a cost of approximately $2 billion) and 
Urban Ring, Phase 2 (defined as the locally preferred alternative identified by the Urban 
Ring Citizen’s Advisory Committee and at a cost of approximately $2.5 billion) on the 
illustrative projects list of the RTP amendment was made by Jim Gillooly, City of 
Boston, and seconded by M. Draisen. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion to include the following commuter rail projects in the illustrative projects list of 
the RTP amendment (due to their importance for the future expansion of service on the 
south side of the commuter rail system) was made by P. Regan, and seconded by J. 
Cosgrove: 

• South Station Expansion including the Acquisition of the Post Office Annex  
• Revamping of the Grand Junction and the Expanded Crossing of the Charles 

River 
• Boston Mid-day Commuter Rail Layover  
• Attleboro Line Track Expansion 
• Ruggles Station Platform Expansion 

The motion passed. The following members voted yes: City of Newton, Town of 
Braintree, and Town of Bedford, City of Somerville, MBTA, MAPC, City of Boston, 
Regional Transportation Advisory Council, MassPike, Town of Framingham, and MBTA 
Advisory Board. The following voted no: EOT, Town of Hopkinton, MassPike, and 
MassHighway. 
 
A motion to include the Blue Line Extension to Lynn (at cost of approximately $600 
million) in the illustrative projects list of the RTP was made by S. Woelfel, and seconded 
by P. Regan. P. Regan requested an amendment to also include the Red-Blue Connector 
Construction project in the motion. S. Woelfel did not accept the amendment. The 
original motion passed. The following members voted yes: Town of Bedford, City of 
Somerville, MBTA, MAPC, City of Boston, Regional Transportation Advisory Council, 
MassPike, EOT, MassHighway, Town of Framingham,  and MBTA Advisory Board. The 
following voted no: City of Newton, Town of Braintree, and Town of Hopkinton. 
 
A motion to include the Somerville – Interstate 93/Mystic Avenue Interchange project (at 
a cost of approximately $63 million) in the illustrative projects list of the RTP was made 
by Thomas Bent, City of Somerville, and seconded by M. Draisen. The motion failed. 
The following members voted yes: City of Somerville, City of Boston, and MAPC. The 
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following voted no: City of Newton, Town of Bedford. MBTA, MassPike, EOT, 
MassHighway, Town of Hopkinton, and MBTA Advisory Board. The Town of Braintree, 
Town of Framingham, and Regional Transportation Advisory Council abstained. 
 
A motion to include the following projects in the illustrative projects list of the RTP 
amendment was made by S. Woelfel, and seconded by John Romano, MassPike: 

• Concord – Concord Rotary/Route 2 
• Marlborough and Hudson – I-495/I-290/Route 85 Connector Interchange 
• Weymouth to Duxbury – Route 3 South Additional Lanes 
• Beverly – Route 128 Brimball Avenue Interchange Relocation 
• Bridge Deck Reconstruction Boston Viaduct 
• Newton and  – Bridge Deck Widening/Reconstruction Mainline over Route 128/I-

95 and Charles River 
• Boston – Summer Tunnel Plenum/Ceiling Rehabilitation 

 
A motion to consider the elements of S. Woelfel’s motion separately was made by M. 
Draisen, and seconded by M. Pratt. The motion passed with eight members voting yes.*  
 
* Staff did not record individual votes on this action. 
A motion to include the Concord – Concord Rotary/Route 2 project in the illustrative 
projects list of the RTP amendment was made by S. Woelfel, and seconded by J. 
Romano. The motion passed. The following members voted yes: MassHighway, EOT, 
MassPike, Town of Hopkinton, City of Somerville, Town of Framingham, and MBTA. 
The following voted no: MAPC, City of Newton, Regional Transportation Advisory 
Council, MBTA Advisory Board, City of Boston, and Town of Bedford.    
 
During a discussion of this motion, M. Draisen stated that a corridor planning effort 
should be done before the MPO programs more funds for projects on Route 2 (after 
having programmed a significant amount of TIP dollars for the Crosby’s Corner project). 
He expressed concern that increasing capacity on the highway could have development 
implications that are not in line with the smart growth principles that the MPO and the 
Patrick Administration supports, and that increasing capacity could produce negative air 
quality impacts. He stated that if the highway’s capacity were increased, it is likely that 
the added capacity would be used up in five to ten years. He noted that MAPC has been 
supportive of funding more limited, less expensive solutions to correct problems at Route 
2 intersections. S. Woelfel countered that the Federal Highway Administration is asking 
the Commonwealth to address bottlenecks and that the Concord Rotary project is the 
largest project that was cut from the Build list of the RTP. 
 
A motion to include the Marlborough and Hudson – I-495/I-290/Route 85 Connector 
Interchange project in the illustrative projects list of the RTP amendment was made by S. 
Woelfel, and seconded by M. Pratt. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion to include the Weymouth to Duxbury – Route 3 South Additional Lanes project 
in the illustrative projects list of the RTP amendment was made by S. Woelfel, and 
seconded by Christine Stickney, Town of Braintree. The motion passed. The following 
members voted yes: MassHighway, EOT, MBTA, MBTA Advisory Board, MassPike, 
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Town of Hopkinton, Town of Bedford, Town of Framingham, and Town of Braintree. 
The following voted no: MAPC, City of Newton, City of Somerville, City of Boston, and 
Regional Transportation Advisory Council. 
 
During a discussion of this motion, C. Stickney spoke in support of the project noting that 
no modifications have been made to Route 3 South since the 1960s, except that drivers 
are now allowed to use the breakdown lane as a travel lane during peak travel hours. D. 
Mohler explained that this is allowed as long as there is an active plan to expand the 
roadway. 
 
M. Draisen noted that the South Shore Coalition MAPC subregion has consistently 
opposed this project. He then inquired about safety data for Route 3 South and whether 
there is comparative data on the use of the Route 3 shoulder and the Route 128 shoulder. 
Staff noted that there are traffic counts for the roadways but not specifically for the 
shoulder traffic. M. Draisen expressed concern that this project would be inconsistent 
with smart growth principles and that eventually, the added capacity of the highway 
would get used up.  
 
A motion to include the Beverly – Route 128 Brimball Avenue Interchange Relocation 
project (at a cost of approximately $20 million) in the illustrative projects list of the RTP 
amendment was made by S. Woelfel, and seconded by M. Pratt. The motion failed. The 
following members voted yes: MassHighway, EOT, MassPike, and Town of Hopkinton. 
The following voted no: City of Newton, Town of Braintree, and Town of Bedford, City 
of Somerville, MBTA, MAPC, City of Boston, Regional Transportation Advisory 
Council, Town of Framingham, and MBTA Advisory Board. 
 
During a discussion of this motion, D. Mohler informed members that this project would 
relocate a highway interchange and would free up land in Beverly for development. S. 
Woelfel noted that the project also addresses a safety issue and is a priority for the City of 
Beverly. M. Draisen again expressed concern about the MPO taking actions that may be 
counter to smart growth principles. P. Regan noted that projects selected for the 
illustrative list should be more than just local priorities and have regional significance. D. 
Koses also expressed concern about the approach to developing the illustrative list. 
 
A motion to include the Bridge Deck Reconstruction Boston Viaduct project (at a cost of 
approximately $77 million) in the illustrative projects list of the RTP amendment was 
made by S. Woelfel, and seconded by J. Romano. The motion passed. The following 
members voted yes: MassPike, MassHighway, EOT, Town of Braintree, City of Newton, 
City of Boston, Town of Hopkinton, and Town of Framingham. The following voted no: 
MAPC, MBTA Advisory Board, MBTA, Regional Transportation Advisory Council, 
City of Somerville, and Town of Bedford. 
 
During a discussion of the motion, it was noted that this MassPike project addresses state 
of good repair. M. Draisen noted that, while MAPC has no objection to referencing this 
project in the narrative portion of the illustrative section, including state of good repair 
projects in the illustrative projects list would make that list too long. J. Romano urged 
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members not to vote against listing the project because it is a state of good repair project 
and emphasized the need to keep the bridge functioning as is. He noted that if lanes have 
to be closed on the bridge, and the bridge’s capacity was reduced, then traffic on 
surrounding roadways would also be affected. D. Mohler advocated for including text in 
the RTP explaining that MassPike facilities are now assets that the Commonwealth must 
fund (as a result of the reorganization of the state’s transportation agencies). 
 
A motion to include the Newton and Weston – Bridge Deck Widening/Reconstruction 
Mainline over Route 128/I-95 and Charles River project (at a cost of approximately $53 
million) in the illustrative projects list of the RTP amendment was made by J. Romano, 
and seconded by M. Pratt. The motion passed. The following members voted yes: City of 
Newton, Town of Bedford, City of Somerville, MBTA, City of Boston, the Regional 
Transportation Advisory Council, MassPike, EOT, MassHighway, Town of Framingham, 
and Town of Hopkinton. The following voted no: MBTA Advisory Board, MAPC, and 
the Town of Braintree. 
 
During a discussion of the motion, J. Romano stated that this project is a priority for the 
MassPike. M. Draisen raised a question about the funding for the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) bridges and how they should be incorporated into 
today’s discussion. D. Mohler replied that most of the major DCR structures would be 
programmed in the financially constrained portion of the RTP. 
 
A motion to include the Boston – Summer Tunnel Plenum/Ceiling Rehabilitation project 
(at a cost of approximately $30 million) in the illustrative projects list of the RTP 
amendment was made by J. Romano, and seconded by M. Pratt. The motion passed. The 
following voted yes: City of Newton, Town of Braintree, Town of Bedford, City of 
Somerville, City of Boston, Regional Transportation Advisory Council, MassPike, EOT, 
MassHighway, Town of Framingham, and Town of Hopkinton. The following members 
voted no: MAPC, MBTA Advisory Board, and MBTA. 
 
A motion to include the Allston Commuter Rail Station/Fast Track Service project in the 
illustrative projects list of the RTP amendment was made by J. Gillooly, and seconded by 
P. Regan. The motion failed. The following members voted yes: City of Boston and 
Town of Framingham. The following voted no: City of Newton, Town of Braintree, 
Town of Bedford, City of Somerville, MBTA, MAPC, Regional Transportation Advisory 
Council, MassPike, EOT, MassHighway, Town of Hopkinton, and the MBTA Advisory 
Board. 
 
During a discussion of the motion, J. Gillooly noted that the City of Boston is interested 
in restoring commuter rail service to Allston and providing rapid transit to the area. D. 
Mohler noted that there is an ongoing planning study regarding the commuter rail station 
siting, but no preferred location has been identified, and that there are no existing plans 
for rapid transit service to Allston. 
 
A motion to amend the illustrative project listing for the Marlborough and Hudson – I-
495/I-290/Route 85 Connector Interchange project to include the planning work that 
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MAPC and the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) are 
doing to address safety and congestion along the corridor, and the planning for a multi-
modal transit station on the Framingham/Worcester commuter rail line, as well as to 
include similar work MAPC is doing for the Route 128 corridor between the 
Massachusetts Turnpike and Route 3, was made by Eric Bourassa, MAPC, and seconded 
by T. Bent. The motion failed. The following members voted yes: MAPC, City of 
Somerville, Town of Bedford, and City of Boston.  The following voted no: City of 
Newton, Town of Braintree, MBTA, Regional Transportation Advisory Council, 
MassPike, EOT, MassHighway, Town of Framingham, Town of Hopkinton, and the 
MBTA Advisory Board. 
 
During a discussion of the motion, Jim Gallagher, MAPC, provided more details on 
MAPC’s planning work. MAPC and CMRPC conducted a joint study on the I-495 
corridor that identified safety and capacity improvements at highway ramps, studied how 
to separate local and highway traffic, and looked at the possibility of a multi-modal 
transit center on the Framingham/Worcester commuter rail line that would have feeder 
bus service. The next stage of the study will refine alternatives. For the Route 128 
corridor, MAPC is working on a study focusing on the corridor between the 
Massachusetts Turnpike and Route 3. MAPC is looking at operational improvements to 
enhance safety and capacity, a multi-modal transit station near Route 128, and an express 
bus service for towns along the Route 128 corridor.  
 
M. Draisen offered the reasoning behind MAPC’s motion, explaining that, since the 
MPO cannot program all the highway projects necessary to improve mobility in the 
region, this motion is an attempt at a less expensive option that could provide relief to 
commuters by offering a transit option to single occupancy vehicle travel. 
 
A motion to approve the list of illustrative projects as voted on today was made by 
Rachel Bain, MassHighway, and seconded by J. Romano. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Several members volunteered to help staff with the writing of text for the illustrative 
projects section of the RTP: M. Al-Khatib, M. Draisen, J. Gillooly, D. Mohler, P. Regan, 
and S. Woelfel. 
 
Staff distributed draft text of Chapters 10 (Environment), 11 (Land Use and Economic 
Development), and 15 (Air Quality Conformity Determination). 
 
9. Members Items 
J. Cosgrove announced that the MBTA will begin holding public meetings on the 
proposed fare increases and service cuts next week. More information is available on the 
MBTA’s website. 
 
10. Adjourn 
Members voted to adjourn the Transportation Planning and Programming Committee 
meeting and open the MPO meeting. 
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Transportation Planning and Programming Committee Meeting Attendance 
Thursday, August 6, 2009, 9:00 AM

 
Member Agencies  Representatives and Alternates  
EOT    David Mohler 
City of Boston   Jim Gillooly 

Thomas Kadzis 
City of Newton   David Koses 
City of Somerville  Thomas Bent 
MAPC    Marc Draisen 
    Eric Bourassa 
    Jim Gallagher 
MassHighway   Stephen Woelfel 
    Rachel Bain 
MassPike   John Romano 
MBTA    Joe Cosgrove 
MBTA Advisory Board Paul Regan 
Regional Transportation Malek Al-Khatib 
 Advisory Council Steve Olanoff    
Town of Bedford  Richard Reed 
Town of Braintree  Christine Stickney 
Town of Framingham  Ginger Esty 
Town of Hopkinton  Mary Pratt 
 
    
 

 
MPO Staff/CTPS 
Michael Callahan 
Maureen Kelly 
Anne McGahan 
Hayes Morrison 
Sean Pfalzer 
Karl Quackenbush 
Arnie Soolman 
Mary Ellen Sullivan 
Pam Wolfe 
 
Other Attendees 
Lynn Ahlgren MetroWest Regional Transit 

Authority 
Cameron Bain  Tri-Community Bike/Greenway 
Roland Bartl  Town of Acton 
John Businger National Corridors Initiative 
Tad Read Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Dick Williamson Massachusetts Community Path 

Alliance 
Tom Yardley Medical Academic and Scientific 

Community Organization 
Matt Zahler A Better City 
Wig Zamore Somerville Transportation Equity 

Partnership/Mystic View Task 
Force 
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Public Comments on Draft Amendment 4 to the FFYs 2007-2010 TIP (8/6/09)                           

Date Affiliation/Name Comment MPO Action
7/27/2009 Robert T. Markel, Town 

Manager, Town of Ipswich
Seeks the obligation of FHWA funds for the Ipswich North Green Improvement Transportation 
Enhancement Project. Funding for the design of the project is included in the FFY 2009 element of the 2007-
2010 TIP and construction funds are included in the 2011 element of the Draft 2010-2013 TIP. FHWA 
responded to Ipswich's funding obligation request by stating that they are looking for EOT to make a 
determination as to the sufficiency of the Town's consultant selection process. If the FHWA obligation is not 
received by the end of September, the Town will have to forfeit the awarded funds. Please assist in 
expediting approval of the Town's selection process. Also attached responses to three questions and 
comments raised by FHWA.

8/4/2009 Paul F. Matthews, 
Executive Director & Adam 
C. Ploetz, Manager of 
Sustainable Development 
Programs (495/Metrowest 
Partnership)

Applaud they Boston MPO for allocating funds to the MetroWest Regional Transit Authority (MWRTA) 
through the Section 5307 State Match program for regional transit agencies. These funds will allow the 
MWRTA to continue operation and to plan for future system expansion.

8/4/2009 Kurt Marden, PE Expresses concern for the lack of transit expansion projects in the 2007-2010 TIP. Believes that past 
highway improvements have had little impact on reducing chronic traffic in the Boston MPO's region. 
Advises the MPO against funding more rail trails and suggests that more studies be done  on the feasibility 
of converting existing rail lines to light rail. Recommends that the MPO reallocate TIP funds to support a 
long term transportation plan that supports interconnected transit lines along existing rail Right-of-Way 
(ROW) within the region to reduce dependency on automobiles, congestion, and pollution. Believes that 
transit projects evaluated in relation to the network will better reflect their utilization, cost effectiveness, and 
air quality and land use benefits in the TIP evaluations.   

Public Comment - FFYs 2007 - 2010 TIP Amendment 4 1
SP - Boston Region MPO Staff

8/5/2009























Illustrative Projects - TPPC Member Lists 8/05/09

Highway & Transit Projects

Advisory 
Board

Boston Hopkinton Newton MAPC MTA MBTA RTAC Somerville Total 

South Station Expansion 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
Urban Ring Phase 2 1 1 1 1 1 5
Silver Line Phase 3 1 1 1 1 1 5
Red Line-Blue Line Connector 1 1 1 1 4
I-495/I-290/Route 85 Connector Interchange (Marlborough & 
Hudson) 1 1 1 3
Blue Line Extension to Lynn 1 1 1 3
Grand Junction 1 1 1 3
Boston Midday Commuter Rail Layover 1 1 1 3
28X (Boston) 1 1 1 3
Concord Rotary/Route 2 (Concord) 1 1 2
Route 1A/Boardman Street Grade Separation (Boston) 1 1 2
Urban Ring Phase 3 1 1 2
I-93/Mystic Avenue Interchange (Somerville) 1 1 2
Allston Commuter Rail Station/Fast Track Service 1 1 2
Ruggles Platform (Boston) 1 1 2
Worcester Line Upgrades 1 1 2
Revere Beach Parkway (Everett, Medford, & Revere) 1 1
Route 1/Route 114 Corridor Improvements (Danvers & Peabody) 1 1
Route 128 Capacity Improvements (Beverly to Peabody) 1 1
Mahoney Circle Grade Separation (Revere) 1 1
Route 1/Route 16 Interchange (Revere) 1 1
Route 1A/Route 16 Connection (Revere) 1 1
Boston Street (Salem) 1 1
I-93/Route 129 Interchange Improvement Project (Wilmington & 
Reading) 1 1
Veterans Memorial Drive (Milford) 1 1
Route 128 Brimball Avenue Interchange Relocation (Beverly) 1 1
North/South Rail Link 1 1
DMUs on Fairmont Line with Extension to Route 128 1 1
Green Line Extension from Elliot Station to Needham Junction 1 1
Extension of Track 61 to North Jetty 1 1
Haul Road along Mystic Wharf Branch - Moran Terminal to 
Somerville Rail Yard Connection 1 1
MassPort T under D 1 1
Operational Improvements to the 128 Central Corridor (Weston, 
Waltham, Lincoln, Lexington, Burlington) 1 1
Storrow Drive Reconstruction (Boston) 1 1
I-93 HOV (Boston) 1 1
Border-to-Boston Rail Trail 1 1
Bike-to-the-Sea Rail Trail 1 1
Enhanced Technology to Improve Safety - Green Line 1 1
Bridge Deck Reconstruction Boston Viaduct 1 1
Bridge Deck Widening/Reconstruction Mainline over Route 
128/95 and Charles River (Newton and Weston) 1 1
Summer Tunnel Plenum/Ceiling Rehabilitation (Boston) 1 1
Foxboro Service 1 1
South Coast Rail 1 1
Boston Maintenance Facility Expansion - Arborway (southside) & 
Wellington (northside) 1 1
High Speed Rail Projects - Attleboro Third Track 1 1
Fitchburg Line Station Consolidations 1 1
Positive Train Control - Commuter Rail & Green Line 1 1
Double Track Initiative - Commuter Rail 1 1
Expanded Crossing of the Charles River 1 1
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Improvements 1 1
Fix Roofs of the Maintenance Buildings 1 1
Fix Signal System 1 1
Update Power Distribution System 1 1
Replace Orange Line Fleet 1 1
Replace most of the Red Line Fleet 1 1
Replace the remainder of the Green Line Fleet 1 1
























	Decisions
	Meeting Agenda
	Member Agencies  Representatives and Alternates 
	EOT    David Mohler
	City of Boston   Jim Gillooly
	Thomas Kadzis
	City of Newton   David Koses
	City of Somerville  Thomas Bent
	MAPC    Marc Draisen
	    Eric Bourassa
	MassHighway   Stephen Woelfel
	MassPike   John Romano
	MBTA    Joe Cosgrove
	MBTA Advisory Board Paul Regan
	Regional Transportation Malek Al-Khatib
	Town of Bedford  Richard Reed
	Town of Braintree  Christine Stickney
	Town of Framingham  Ginger Esty
	Town of Hopkinton  Mary Pratt
	Michael Callahan
	Maureen Kelly
	Anne McGahan
	Hayes Morrison
	Sean Pfalzer
	Karl Quackenbush
	Arnie Soolman
	Mary Ellen Sullivan
	Pam Wolfe

	Amendment 4 TIP Comment Matrix.pdf
	Amendment 4 TIP Comment Matrix
	Amend 2

	TIP Amendment 4 Public Comment Letters

	Illustrative List 8-09.pdf
	Illustrative List 8-09
	Illustrative Lists




