
Public Comments on the Draft Amendment Four to the FFYs 2011-14 TIP 

Date Affiliation/Name Comment MPO Action

5/2/2011 Steven Tolman, State Senator -
2nd Suffolk and Middlesex 
District, William Brownsberger, 
State Representative - 24th 
Middlesex District, Ralph 
Jones, Chair - Belmont Board 
of Selectmen, Mark Paolillo, 
Vice-Chair  - Belmont Board of 
Selectmen, Angelo Firenzo, 
Member - Belmont Board of 
Selectmen

Appreciates the Committee including $329K federal earmark for design of Trapelo Road. They would like to 
remind the Committee that the town of Belmont has already spent over $2.7M on the project - $1.4M for 
design to bring the project to 75% and $1.5M on subsurface utility improvements.                                             
They are also please to see that they project was included as a corridor need in the "Needs Assessment" 
section of Paths to a Sustainable Region - 2035. All hope to see a continued commitment to the project in 
the Long Range Transportation Plan.                                                                                                                   

5/11/2011 Michelle Ciccolo, Chair - 
Minuteman Advisory Group on 
Interlocal Coordination

Would like the Committee to know that they understand that the Crosby Corner project is no longer fully 
funded, but would urge the Committee to fully fund the project with the development of the FFYs 2012-15 
TIP. The project is of critical importance to the regional transportation network and is a gateway project for 
the Route 2 corridor.

5/17/2011 Franny Osman, resident - 
Acton

Would like the Committee to know that the change from a Suburban Mobility program to the Clean Air and 
Mobility program have lead to many of Acton's suburban mobility efforts unfunded. In particular, the second 
year of funding for the Acton demand response service was not approved, even though the service had only 
run for 6 months. The service had over 10 passenger trips a day in February. While Ms. Osman is a 
proponent of all transit, she would like to ask that the Committee fund one less head end unit retrofit in order 
for the Acton demand response project to go forward. 

6/13/2011 Jason A. Smith, Chair - 
Framingham Board of 
Selectman

Requests that the MPO continue to support projects that revitalize downtown Framingham. Framingham has 
been advancing this type of project at the intersections of Concord St. The town has funded the 25% designs 
for the project and would now like to access two federal earmarks to continue to advance the project. The 
earmarks total approximately $4.5M. Framingham would like to use $350,00 of one of those earmarks this 
year for further design of the project. To accomplish this, Framingham requests that the MPO includes this 
funding for design in Amendment Four. 
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6/16/2011 James H. Salvie, Chair - Stow 
Board of Selectman

Requests that the MPO include Stow with the towns of Acton and Maynard for design of the Assabet River 
Rail Trail (ARRT) in the FFYs 2011-14 TIP as previously listed. The town of Stow has acquired a two-mile 
right of way for the ARRT and would like to connect to the Acton-Maynard segment currently under design. 

6/17/2011 Bryan W. Taberner, Director of 
Planning and Community 
Development - Town of 
Franklin

Requests that the TIP be amended to include an additional $62,500 for design of the Route 140 project. The 
earmark covers all of design and construction of the project. They down will be responsible for the 20% 
match for design and will provide that. A memo from Ronald Dionne, District Three Highway Director in 
support of this change is included. 

6/24/2011 Julian M. Suso, Town 
Manager - Town of 
Framingham

Following up on the letter from Jason A. Smith dated June 13, Framingham is requesting that the TIP 
include not only the remaining design work, but also construction of the project. Framingham requests that 
the design work be programmed in FFY 2011 and construction in FFY 2013. To expedite this request, 
Framingham has agreed to fund the 20% design match and acknowledges that Framingham is responsible 
for the costs associated with the right-of-way acquisition. 
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c/o Metropolitan Area Planning Council  Phone: 617-451-2770 
60 Temple Place, Boston, MA 02111  Fax: 617-482-7185 
www.mapc.org/subregions/magic  Email: mbewtra@mapc.org 

May 11, 2011 
 
David Mohler, Chair  
Transportation Planning & Programming Committee, Boston MPO  
c/o Central Transportation Planning Staff  
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150   
Boston, MA  02116  
 

Re: Draft Amendments 2 and 3 to the FY2011 element of the FFYs 2011-2014 TIP 
 
Dear Mr. Mohler:   
 
I am submitting these comments on behalf of the Minuteman Advisory Group on Interlocal Coordination (MAGIC) 
subregion of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC). MAGIC consists of 13 communities in the northwest 
area of MAPC: Acton, Bedford, Bolton, Boxborough, Carlisle, Concord, Hudson, Lexington, Lincoln, Littleton, 
Maynard, Stow, and Sudbury.  
 
MAGIC has endorsed the Amendment 2 and 3 to the FY11 TIP, which reprogrammed funds from the Crosby’s 
Corner project to the Assembly Square Project. Crosby’s Corner remains MAGIC’s top highway project, but we 
understand that the FY 2011 allocation was not ready to be fully used this year. 
 
MAGIC expects that essential project tasks for Crosby’s Corner will be completed in the current year so that the start 
of construction which is now scheduled for September 2011 is not delayed.  
 
MAGIC understands that the Crosby Corner project is no longer fully funded, but can be so at the next MPO 
approval of the TIP. We urge the MPO to fully fund the project in the next FFYs 2012-2015 TIP approval.  
 
Route 2 (Crosby’s Corner) is of critical importance to our regional transportation network. As we have mentioned in 
previous letters, this is a gateway project for the regional Route 2 corridor (Lincoln through Acton), as it will improve 
mobility, safety, and air quality along the corridor and associated transportation networks.  
 
For example, the project is critical to fulfilling corridor management goals for the Battle Road Scenic Byway. Also, as 
noted in our letters dated April 26, 2010 and September 9, 2010, mitigation associated with this project will solve 
significant drainage and flooding problems on a critical leg, Cambridge Turnpike, that stems from stormwater flows 
from Route 2. 
  
The project will also be the first tangible product of 16 years of model regional collaboration between Lincoln, 
Concord, Acton, and the MassDOT Highway Division. Thank you for considering our priorities and for the 
opportunity to comment.  

 
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
Michelle Ciccolo, Chair  
 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 May	17,	2011	
Dear	Metropolitan	Planning	Organization	Board	of	Directors:		
	
I	am	angry	and	sad.	You	had	an	effective	three‐year	startup	program	for	Suburban	Mobility,	and	
organizational	changes	in	state	transportation	planning	have	jostled	it.	Our	town’s	work	since	
2006,	all	following	the	Suburban	Mobility	startup	model,	has	been	cut	off—less	than	a	year	after	
service	was	launched.	See	next	page	for	the	ridership	graph.	
	
The	Suburban	Mobility	startup	program	successfully	led	to	my	particular	town	voting	in	2008	to	
spend	money	to	develop	solutions	to	two	transportation	problems:	too	little	parking	at	the	South	
Acton	Rail	Station	and	too	few	options	for	the	growing	number	of	people	who	don’t	drive	or	don’t	
have	cars.	Subsequent	hours	upon	hours	of	volunteer	and	staff	work	went	into	implementing	the	
solutions	and	continues	to	do	so.	Other	grant	opportunities	sprouted	from	the	initial	Suburban	
Mobility	initiative;	the	Town	now	works	with	the	Community	Transportation	Association	of	
America	and	Work	without	Limits,	and	is	a	leader	in	six‐town	and	MAGIC	region‐wide	efforts	to	
improve	efficiency	through	coordinated	dispatch,	sharing	of	vehicles,	and	cloud	computing	to	
enable	this	coordination;	the	cloud	computing	is	through	a	multi‐RTA	United	We	Ride	grant.	All	
this	thanks	to	the	leadership	of	the	Suburban	Mobility	startup	program!	
	
On	the	very	day	that	the	Clean	Air	and	Mobility	Subcommittee	met	to	vote	on	which	projects	to	
support,	the	MBTA	arrived	with	a	new	request	for	money	to	help	upgrade	locomotives.	From	my	
admittedly	limited	vantage	point,	it	appeared	that	the	MBTA	did	not	follow	any	of	the	process	
that	led	the	rest	of	the	applicants	to	this	point.	I	have	a	great	passion	for	public	transportation	
and	a	love	of	the	T,	as	well	as	an	appreciation	and	gratitude	for	the	troubles	and	hard	work	of	the	
MBTA	and	DOT!	That	very	week,	I	had	sat	for	two	hours	on	a	train	with	a	broken	engine.	The	
committee	now	weighed	our	program	against	the	engine	fixes,	a	false	comparison.	It	appeared	
that	the	choice	was	between	$75k	for	a	small	suburban	transit	program	with	small	ridership,	vs.	
$75k	to	buy	an	entire	train	full	of	commuters.	The	reality	is	that	the	important	fixes	to	these	
locomotives	($75k	for	each	one)	is	only	one	tiny	part	of	the	very,	very	large	cost	of	running	that	
train.	At	the	same	time,	the	tiny	Acton	program	with	small	ridership	has	had	ripple	effects	in	the	
region	and	state.	As	designed,	it	is	a	demonstration	project,	a	pilot,	and	a	very	successful	one.	Our	
60,000	population	six‐town,	multi‐RTA	region	will	be	the	first	ripple;	our	thirteen‐town	MAGIC	
subregion	is	the	next,	and	the	state	and	country	are	next—to	benefit	from	lessons	learned	in	
Acton.	Can	we	get	people	out	of	their	cars	in	the	suburbs?	Will	transit‐dependent	employees	be	
lured	to	Clocktower,	IBM,	Cisco	when	the	transit	is	here?	Will	congestion	on	suburban	routes	
decrease,	and	train	use	increase,	when	travelers	have	options?	Let’s	find	out	by	finishing	what	we	
started!	
	
Please	add	the	dial‐a‐ride	portion	of	Acton’s	program	back	into	the	budget	on	Thursday.	$75,000.	
Or	even	a	smaller	amount,	such	as	the	level	of	funding	we	asked	for	a	year	ago	when	we	first	put	
in	our	year	2	request.		We	do	not	plan	to	remain	an	on‐demand	service,	ultimately,	but	a	flexible	
fixed	route	service.	
	
Thank	you	very	much.	See	you	Thursday.		Sincerely,	
	
Franny	Osman,	16	Half	Moon	Hill,	Acton,	MA	01720,	tel.	978	621	7330,	frannyola@aol.com		
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