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From: radfemme
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Make the Green Line Extension Happen Sooner, Not Later!
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 7:44:50 PM


Hello,


I'm writing as a concerned citizen of the Boston Metro area and as an 
avid user of public transportation.  It is critical that the 
extension of the MBTA's Green Line not be delayed or hindered as it 
will decrease traffic and pollution in a very densely populated area 
by increasing access to mass transit.  Obviously, this will also keep 
us citizens safer, out of reach from reckless drivers and breathing 
cleaner air.


Furthermore, it has been brought to my attention that completion of 
this extension is legally required by 2014 as the outcome of a 
lawsuit over delays in transit projects, and to honor that promise 
made to communities affected by the increase in traffic and pollution 
from the Big Dig.


So there you have it: not only must this project be completed 
immediately for legal reasons, it must be done now for the very 
compelling humane ones.


Please take action to support those who support mass transit.


Thank You,
Jamie D. Glass
Cambridge MA 02138


____________________________________
...then there was no weather.
I can't tell you how perfect that was.


-Franz Wright
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From: Julia Petipas
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension Delay
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:33:02 PM


Dear MA Transportation Decision-makers,


We can't afford to delay the Green Line extension anymore. Please re-think this decision and consider the people of
Somerville, Medford and surrounding communities, like myself, who have been waiting for and counting on this for so
long. 


I, like so many others, took time out of my busy schedule to participate in Green Line extension planning meetings in
the community and did so because I was excited about the possibilities for my city, my neighbor and myself. I believed
in the timeline we were told, even though a lifetime of living  in Massachusetts and using the T told me that there would
be endless delays and not to expect this to ever happen. And now, once again, experience has trumped hope and you
are delaying this project.


Please consider that extending the Green Line will create a sustainable transportation option for communities in this
very densely populated area--communities that need this option to get to work, to go shopping, to run errands and
access medical care. Unfortunately buses just aren't reliable enough when you really have to be somewhere on time.
So without the Green Line people have to rely on cars that are expensive and pollute, hurting their pocketbooks and
the environment.


And consider the economy. Construction creates jobs and we need jobs now more than ever. And with the economy
floundering, this is an extraordinarily cheap time to build. A delay will up the cost considerably. Not to mention, that
with better access to transit, people will have better access to employment, which our community needs.


And don't forget that a delay could mean the Commonwealth loses millions of dollars of Federal transportation money.


For these and so many more reasons, we can't afford to delay the Green Line extension!


Thanks for considering my views.


Sincerely,


Julia Petipas 
44 Foskett St
Somerville MA 02144
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From: Adelaide Smith
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the 
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP. We need this long promised and oft delayed project NOW!


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 2:22:11 PM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension 
(GLX). 
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and 
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) 
of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full 
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be 
designed and built together, because they need to share right-of-way, infrastructure, and 
heavy construction.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in 
the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are 
wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more people get around with 
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 


I am but one citizen but I am appalled at the lack of foresight that the delay, blamed on 
funding problems, indicates.  If there are funding problems now, what happens economically 
with delays.   The project costs more, more people become sick from lack of environmental 
protection public transportation affords, increasing health care costs,   the positive progress 
between many differing  factions stalls (wasting how many $s of staff hours spent in 
meetings,  and very importantly, faith in our politicians continues to deteriorate.  


I urge each and every one of you to roll up your sleeves and make this project happen.  Look 
in your soul and ask am I doing the job I was hired to do to the best of my ability and with 
integrity and transparency?  If you answer yes and insist on no less from your colleagues, we 
will all succeed.


Thank you for your attention,


Adelaide Smith
1 Fitchburg St. C220
Somerville, MA  02143
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From: Leonard H Tower Jr.
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us;
publicinformation@ctps.org; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: NOW - build the Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:16:23 PM


Dear People:


* The Green Line Extension from Lechmere to Medford should have been
  finished 15 years ago, before the Big Dig was finished.


  Build it NOW!


* Delaying it just keeps the air pollution in Somerville and Medford
  the worse in the state, and adds to the health care costs of their
  citizens.


* Do NOT wait until you can get federal funds.  You can use them for
  another public transit project.


* Fund it before any other NEW DoT construction.


* Fast track NOW, the way you did the 14 I-93 bridges in Medford.


  Why are I-93 users more important than the people of Somerville
  and Medford?


* Include the Community Bike Path from Somerville to the Charles River
  Bike Paths.  The state did this over the Orange Line to Forest
  Hills.


  Why is Boston better than Cambridge and Somerville?


* Build it NOW all the way to Route 60.


* Connect it to the commuter rail at the Medford end.


* It was promised legally as part of a court settlement, and you state
  employees and politicians keep breaking that promise.


  You KEEP BREAKING THE LAW.


Sincerely,
Leonard Tower Jr.
36 Porter Street, Apt. 2
Somerville, MA  02143-2313
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From: James Bride
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension Delay
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:55:22 AM


Good morning,
 
I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. 
Therefore, I am urging federal and state government entities to fully enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality)
of the project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in
the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
I am particularly upset over this delay as I ride the MBTA every day as a commuter and for
personal transportation. It is extremely unfair that the MBTA was saddled with Big Dig
related debt thereby exacerbating the fiscal crisis affecting the agency and its ridership.
 
Residents of Somerville and Medford would benefit greatly from the Green Line
Extension. It would spur significant ancilliary economic growth along the extension route and
it would help ease congestion on the area's overburdened surface roads. The state needs to
invest in urban mass transit infrastructure and stop neglecting it while favoring highway and
suburban infrastructure spending.
 
I am enraged by this delay and will contact all of my elected officials so that they understand
how the Somerville community feels.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Bride
29 Teele Ave
Somerville, MA 02144
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From: Catherine Thompson
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please fully enforce SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:25:12 AM


I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. 
Therefore, I am urging federal and state government entities to fully enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality)
of the project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in
the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be
programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.  
 
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Thompson
20 Marion St
Somerville, MA  02143
617-629-2985
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From: Victoria Thompson
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: No Delay for Green Line Extension
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 11:01:29 AM


Dear Decisionmakers,
 
I am writing to express my opinion that MassDOT and the MPO need to fulfill their obligations under the
Clean Air Act SIP, as well as their committments to provide the citizens of Somerville and the Greater
Boston area with the Green Line extension that we have been promised by 2014, by rejecting the
proposed delays to the project.
 
The Green Line extension is not something we can afford to delay any longer. It will provide sustainable
transportation solutions for an underserved area in the most densly populated region in New England,
as well as saving lives by reducing air pollution and car accidents through decreasing the number of
cars on the road.
 
Speaking personally, as a resident of Ball Square, the Green Line extension would be a real boon for my
community, both economically and tranportation-wise.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Thompson
Somerville, MA
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From: Derek Prior
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension Delay
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:29:55 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay
the Green Line extension project. As I understand it, the State is
under legal obligation to complete the project, yet at every major
turn has attempted to further delay it. The Green Line extension will
bring real benefits to the residents of Somerville and Medford. While
the oft-cited economic benefits are important, the Green Line
extension would serve to increase air quality and overall quality of
life in Somerville - a city that bears the brunt of hundreds of
thousands of cars every day with only a single T stop to show for it.


My family has been living in Somerville for nearly a decade. We
purchased a condo four years ago. Realtors and politicians alike
billed the green line extension as a sure thing. Luckily for my
family, we knew better than to count on the State to uphold its end of
a bargain and made our purchase decision counting on the State
shirking its legal responsibilities. I stand waiting to be proven
wrong, but I honestly don't hold much hope.


Sincerely,


Derek Prior
21 Mason Street
Somerville, MA 02144
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From: Rich
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: Alison Samantha Lee
Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:01:28 PM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension
(GLX).


As a resident affected by this delay, I am urging federal and state government entities to
enforce the legal and environmental obligations (Federal Transportation Conformity
Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation
under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be
identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.  Full funding of the Community Path should also be programmed
in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.  


The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will
help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed
regional economic opportunities that will benefit the people of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts .   Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being
inflicted on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at risk of being
cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


 Please help our state and neighborhoods by fulfilling this obligation.


Sincerely,


 Rich & Alison
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From: Dan Hamalainen
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: No Green line extension and community path delay
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 8:28:24 PM


Hello,


I am writing to ask that you work to oppose further delays of the Green Line Extension.  The GLX is a
legal obligation that the state should carry out as promised.  The GLX plus the community path
extension will reduce air pollution, reduce car trips, and increase quality of life.  I urge you to vote to
include both projects in your short and long term transportation planning.


Sincerely,
Dan Hamalainen
62 Waverley Oaks Rd.
Waltham, MA 02452
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From: kate ledogar
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us
Cc: christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us;


publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov;
pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension Delay
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 5:45:30 AM


Another Green Line Extension delay? 2018? 2020?!!!


I am a Somerville, MA resident and I want to know this:


Whose pockets are being padded by this mismanagement? Someone's must be, because that's
generally how these things work, isn't it?


I could complain about the needs of the community and the binding obligation to the Clean
Air Act, but I'm guessing that those in charge of this circus act don't give a flying fig.
Someone's making money here - some other crony commitment takes priority...


So my question is this: who is profiting from this delay - I think the Somerville community
would like to meet them.


Kate Ledogar
31 Trull Street
Somerville, MA
02145
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From: Ellen M Shea
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 11:14:18 AM


I am writing to express my deep disappointment with the Commonwealth's recent efforts to 
further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). 


It is critical that the federal and state governments fulfill their responsibilities to this project.  
Although the project is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act, it is not merely an 
environmental project.  The GLX can provide much a needed economic boost both in the 
short term--providing jobs as the rail line is built--as well long term economic development 
along the GLX corridor.  While other regions of the country and cities across the globe 
provide evidence that similar projects have spurred economic development, one really need to 
look no further than Davis Square.  The extension of the Red Line rejuvenated what was once 
a tired retail area into a thriving, vibrant urban center.  Throughout the GLX process, the City 
of Somerville, its government officials as well as members of its economically and culturally 
diverse citizenry, has supported this project. 


I also urge you to ensure that the Community Path be included in the GLX project.  Full 
funding of the the Community Path should be programmed in the 2012-2015 Transportation 
Improvement Plan (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).   The recent success 
of the City of Boston's bike program shows that there is a great demand for alternative forms 
of transportation in our region.  The Community Path will link more neighborhoods and more 
people not only within Somerville but into the cities of Boston and Cambridge as well.    


Please do what you can to speed the construction of the GLX.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Shea
97 Moreland Street
Somerville, MA  02145
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From: GladysMag@aol.com
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: No more delays
Date: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 8:58:47 PM


To:  Mr. Jerome Grafe, Mass Department of Environmental Protection,


Ms. Christine Kirby, Mass Department of Environmental Protection,


Mr. David Mohler, Chair, Boston MPO Planning & Programming Committee,


Ms. Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning


In reference to: “SIP transit commitments”, the “Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP” and the
“Boston MPO LRTP”.


I am a home owner in East Somerville.  I live a few blocks from the Route 93 and specifically
Northbound Exit 28 - Sullivan Square ramp.  My neighborhood has become an increasingly unhealthy
because of air pollution.  We need light rail transportation that will be provide by the Green Line
extension.  Our neighborhood has carried the burden of traffic into Boston for decades.  Finally, we are
in sight of a sensible solution that will decrease car traffic and supply needed public transportation for
the many workers in Somerville to get to jobs in Boston.


We have already had delays - 2011, 2014, 2015, now 2018!  Stop the delays.  Stick to
what was promised - 2014 at the latest.  This has been promised over and over.  These
are not short delays when you take into account the whole scenario.  I urge you to follow
your legal obligations and fund the Green Line and complete it without extending the
timeline.


Gladys Maged


32 Pearl Street


Somerville, MA 02145
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From: Joanna Hale
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; david.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension Delay
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 3:30:15 PM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). 
You are well aware of all the health, social, and financial ramifications of delaying this long-promised
extension so I will not repeat them yet again. 
I would just like to state that I am disgusted by the poor performance of all institutions and elected
officials involved and urge federal and state government entities to step up and enforce the legal and
environmental obligations. 
Sincerely,
 
Joanna Hale 
16 Park Place 
Somerville, MA 
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From: Bob Nesson
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: Bhupesh Patel Patel; Jeff Rosenblum; Denise Provost; Rebekah Gewirtz; Chris Weller City-Traffic; Joe Beckman 
PDS; Joe Merkel; Bill Bennett; S_T_E_P@yahoogroups.com; Ellin Reisner; Wig Zamore


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2011 6:28:41 PM


I am writing to protest the State’s misguided attempt to delay the Green Line extension 
(GLX). At a time of national economic downturn and growing greenhouse effects related in 
large measure to burning of fossil fuels,  this very modest project, tiny and almost laughable 
in comparison with the scale of public transportation growth in advanced and developing 
countries around the world, would indeed help get people out of their cars and lower 
pollutants stemming from automobile exhaust. 


This extension, among other benefits, would serve the environmental justice community -- 
people for whom getting from Union Square Somerville to jobs in the Longwood Medical 
Area entails up to two hours of cross-town travel by bus, with multiple changes during off-
hours.


I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and environmental 
obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. 
The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the 
project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be 
designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be 
programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and 
Community Path are both sustainable transportation projects that will encourage people to get 
around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic 
opportunities. 


Thank you.


Bob Nesson
Filmmaker


Nesson Media Boston, Inc.
1300 Soldiers Field Road, Suite 4
Boston MA 02135
617.869.8267
bnesson@nessonmedia.com
www.nessonmedia.com
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From: Tammy Quirk
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Observations on draft LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:46:43 PM


Dear Mr. Mohler,
 
It is surprising to see the Assabet and Freeman rail trails included in a major transportation plan that is
under financial constraints.  Construction of either or both of these trails isn't economically justified. 
The theory may be that hundreds of people will start biking to mass transit stations on a daily
basis, justifying a huge expenditure probably in excess of $60 million, if a Freeman bridge over route 2
is built, for a few miles of trail on both routes.  However, based on the use patterns of existing, local
suburban rail trails, the reality is quite different.  Very few suburban people have the luxury of the extra
time required for biking to and from work or public transit, nor have they the inclination. These trails are
not plowed or lighted and are little used, if at all, in times that are too hot, too cold, too icy, too
rainy etc. or when there just isn't enough time.  Even with good intentions, there's no getting around
the fact these trails will be used first and foremost for recreation.  The only time "transportation" comes
into play is when transportation funds are used for their construction.  Bruce Freeman proposed a trail
to help boost the local economy, now these towns are more affluent than many others and have
numerous other recreational options.  There are so many current transportation needs and there will be
many future ones, some requiring solutions tailored for the demographically projected ageing Metro
West population, it is financial folly to spend $3-5 million per mile on recreational trails.
 
Thank you.
 
Tammy Quirk
Sudbury
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From: Phoebe Hackett
To: publicinformation@ctps.org; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us;


David.mohler@state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us
Subject: Green Line Extension Delays
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:53:27 PM


The recently announced delays to the Green Line Extension project are disheartening at best, and illegal
at worst. Simply unacceptable. 
 
It takes me more than an hour to commute each way from Somerville to my job in the Longwood Medical
Area via bus and subway; it takes my fellow employees who work on the south shore less time than that.
Given the population density in Somerville, and its close proximity to Boston, our inability to commute
quickly into town via public transportation is Kafka-esque. No wonder so many of my neighbors drive to
their jobs in Boston.
 
Put the Green Line Extension project back on track!!
 
Sincerely,
 
Phoebe Hackett
 
 
***********************
Phoebe Hackett
Director of Administration
Department of Biostatistics
Harvard School of Public Health
655 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA 02115
PHONE: 617-432-1089
FAX: 617-432-5619
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From: Marcus Rozbitsky
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 10:56:51 AM


I wanted you all to know that I support the Green Line rail extension
from Lechmere in Cambridge to Somerville and Medford. The continuous
delays that have prevented the start of construction of the Green Line
are unacceptable. The Green Line extension will create more sustainable
transportation in a community that is one of the most densely populated
areas of the country. It will also reduce GHG emissions and help alleviate
air pollution. It is the smart thing and the right thing to do for the
communities of Somerville and Medford, the state, the country and the
planet.  
Thank you,
Marcus Rozbitsky 


-- 
Marcus P. Rozbitsky | rozbitsky@gmail.com | 617-955-9777
http://www.linkedin.com/in/marcusprozbitsky | http://rozbitsky.wordpress.com/
M.A. Urban & Environmental Policy & Planning | Tufts University
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From: Todd Kaplan
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: Jeff Rosenblum; Denise Provost; Rebekah Gewirtz; Joe Merkel
Subject: Please Complete the Green Line Extension by 2014
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 9:50:47 PM


All:


I am writing to oppose any deviation from the 2014 deadline for rollout of the GLX.
(As you know even 2014 is past the original "deadline" of 2011!)


The delay in rolling out the project will result in millions of dollars in additional costs as we
are now in one of the lowest construction cost times in recent history.  Construction costs will
only go higher.


Also the mitigation that must be put in place due to the delay will greatly inflate the cost.


The delay together with these additional costs may indeed kill the project even though it is a
legal obligation.


Finally, the postive ecomonic regional impact of the projecct is needed now especially with
the good construction jobs it will create and the growth in Transit Oriented Development
along the entire Green Line extension corridor that will follow.


I urge you to move forward with the project even without the illusive and highly speculative
possibility of federal funding.


Todd Kaplan
44 Kidder Ave
Somerville, MA 02144
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From: John Reinhardt
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension Schedule -- No more delays
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:41:07 PM


Dear Mr. Grafe:


 


          Thanks for the opportunity to comment on this important issue.  I want to start by saying that
this is government at its worst.  In 1990 it says to the public that you should have your new Green
Line extension by 2011.  Then they say oops, not 2011 but 2014.  Then they say 2015.  Now they say
2018 to 2020.  This is very frustrating.


 


It is frustrating to the point where MassDEP should reject MassDOT’s request for a delay. 
Simmilarly, the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization should reject these same delays
embedded in the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program and Long Range Transportation
Plan.


 


It is important to remember that the Green Line Extension is a great, sustainable transportation
project. It's light rail that will provides clean transit to the city most health-burdened by highway
and diesel commuter rail pollution. 85% of Somerville residents will have access to rail and many of
our neighbors in East Cambridge, Medford and Arlington will have access to new light rail. It will also
integrate with the Community Path, providing convenient access to Green Line stations and
completing a bike and pedestrian route from Bedford to downtown Boston. The Green Line Extension
fully embodies the principles espoused by GreenDOT*.


 
       It is no wonder the Green Line is overwhelmingly supported in Somerville and surrounding
communities. THE GREEN LINE IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT. It has been the
state's single largest Transportation Control Measure (TCM) obligation under the State Implementation
Plan (SIP) for twenty years. Thus, it is a binding legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. Federal
Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP TCMs like the Green Line Extension must be
given funding and completion priority by the region and state.
 
          Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding sources and
timely completion of the Green Line Extension in both the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Currently the TIP shows less than 50%
of the money and less than 50% of the Green Line Extension being completed by the legal deadline
of 2014.
 
          The Draft 2012-2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP "Paths to a Sustainable Region" fail to meet both
the "fiscal constraint" requirement for full funding and the "environmental" requirement for timely
completion of the SIP TCMs. And, beyond the binding legal obligations, MassDOT and the
Commonwealth have failed over and over again to meet promised deadlines given to the Green Line
Extension communities. Citizens deserve greater respect.
 
          The Green Line Extension communities have repeatedly welcomed project staff from MassDOT,
the MBTA and their consultants. Cooperation, rapport and enthusiasm have generally been high on
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both sides whenever people have rolled up their sleeves to tackle project details. However, MassDOT
has too often been coy and tactical, squirming at major steps with regard to securing real funding for
the project and making reasonable time commitments.
 
          Thank you for your consideration on this serious matter.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John R Reinhardt
25A Cherry Street
Somerville, MA 02144
 


 


 








From: David Marcus
To: Jerome Grafe; Christine Kirby; David Mohler; Katherine Fichter; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: Anne Arnold; Donald Cooke; Rosemary Monahan; Pamela Stephenson; Michael Chong; Mary Beth Mello
Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011 2:01:13 PM


Dear Sir or Madam,


I urge you to reconsider the terrible decision to delay the Green Line
Extension. The Green Line Extension is a great, sustainable
transportation project. It is no wonder that the Green Line is
overwhelmingly supported in Somerville and surrounding communities.


The Green Line is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. It has
been the state’s single largest Transportation Control Measure (TCM)
obligation under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) for twenty years.
Thus, it is a binding legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.
Federal Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP TCMs
like the Green Line Extension must be given funding and completion
priority by the region and state.


Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show
realistic funding sources and timely completion of the Green Line
Extension in both the 2012 – 2015 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Currently the TIP
shows less than 50% of the money and less than 50% of the Green Line
Extension being completed by the legal deadline of 2014.


The Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP “Paths to a Sustainable
Region” fail to meet both the “fiscal constraint” requirement for full
funding and the “environmental” requirement for timely completion of
the SIP TCMs. And, beyond the binding legal obligations, MassDOT and
the Commonwealth have failed over and over again to meet promised
deadlines given to the Green Line Extension communities. Citizens
deserve greater respect.


Yours truly,
David J. Marcus, Ph.D.


25 Beacon St. Apt. 16
Somerville, MA 02143-4336
617-492-4317
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From: Jeffrey Swan
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: Sharon Swan
Subject: Please Keep the Greenline Extension on Track!
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 11:02:18 AM


To whom it may concern,
 
The greenline extension was PROMISED to us by 2014.  I saw Governer
Patrick commit to this publicly on television.  How can anything else take priority
than a project that will reduce pollution, provide much needed jobs and generate
more revenue for the state long-term?  We need to reduce pollution in Medford
now.  The greenline extension will improve air quality, add convenient
transportation, and motivate people to bike to MBTA stations to limit driving
altogether.  Please reconsider postponing the project during your meeting on
Tuesday, September 13, 2011.
 
Thank you.
Jeff Swan
617-794-9073
 


ALSO:


+ The proposed delay violates the commonwealth’s legal requirement to
give highest priority in all transportation planning documents to those
projects the state has said it will complete in order to become compliant
with the federal Clean Air Act. The Green Line Extension not only is one of
those projects, but it is the one the state says will provide by far the
greatest air quality benefits.


+ Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect
being inflicted on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200
million to the overall cost


+ Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts
at risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


+ The state is legally obligated to extend the Green Line to Medford
Hillside; a terminus station at College Avenue is not in Medford Hillside.
Failure to allocate funding for the extension to Route 16 by current legal
deadline (Dec. 31, 2014) violates the existing legal requirement.


+ The state points to the Green Line Extension as the hallmark of its
“GreenDOT” environmental campaign, and a key to achieving the
Massachusetts Global Warming Solutions Act’s requirement to reduce
statewide greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent of their 1990 levels by
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2020. If this is the case, the project should be accelerated, not delayed.


+ This year, through the groundbreaking I-93 Fast14 Bridge Replacement
Project, the state demonstrated a new commitment to completing
transportation projects on time and on budget. The Green Line Extension
project deserves an infusion of the same commitment and innovation, not
yet another delay.








From: Cynthia Snow
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension Should Happen Soon
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 12:49:44 PM


I am writing to support the immediate planning and implementation of the Green Line extension
from Lechmere to Somerville and Medford.  This was promised as part of a legal settlement around
the big dig, and it needs to be completed.  This is a very densely populated area that is poorly
served by public transit, and this extension of the Green Line would help to meet transit needs and
mitigate air pollution and the other bad effects of excessive motor vehicle traffic.
 
Cynthia Snow
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From: Wendy Blom
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; 
Joel Bennett


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:13:38 AM


I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line 
extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  
Therefore, I am urging federal and state government entities to fully enforce the legal and 
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) 
of the project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in 
the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be 
designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be 
programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and 
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more 
people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional 
economic opportunities. 


Here in Somerville many people already rely on bicycles and mass transit to get around day 
to day, however many more people would do that if it were safer to ride to Boston and more 
convenient to rely on mass transit. Meanwhile the traffic and parking situation in Somerville 
is unsustainable.
 
Please fully enforce the State's legal obligations to to Clean Air by keeping the Green Line 
extension on schedule and prohibiting any further delays.
 
Sincerely,
Wendy Blom, Executive Director
Somerville Community Access Television
90 Union Square
Somerville, MA  02143
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From: Gerald R. Herb Wilmoth
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension and Future Business Development
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:25:41 AM


Hello,


As a person interested in opening a business in Somerville, the Green Line Extension
is tremendously important to my plans for future business investment in
Massachusetts.


In the next year, I will be deciding whether to move members of my family to
Massachusetts to start a business together. Without a firm state commitment on the
Green Line Extension, making this kind of move is unlikely.


Delaying the project makes it harder for those of us who want to start new
businesses to make the leap and invest in our communities. The Green Line
Extension has become a joke among entrepreneurs: "That will happen as soon as
the Green Line comes to Somerville" is the now equivalent of "when pigs fly". This is
shameful. The one thing entrepreneurs need most is certainty. We have to honestly
believe that certain conditions will exist in the future in order to invest sweat and
money. 


A realistic commitment to the Green Line Extension could jump-start investment in
the community and new businesses long before the final track is laid.


Thank you for your time,


Gerald R. Herb Wilmoth


Paralegal, E Ink Corporation


Candidate for Juris Doctorate, Suffolk University Law School


9 Walker Street 


Somerville, MA 02144
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From: Steve Wineman
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us;


David.mohler@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Please do not delay completion of Green Line extension
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 12:44:44 PM


I am writing to urge the completion of the Green Line extension from
Lechmere to Somerville and Medford by 2014, as scheduled.  Convenient,
easily accessible public transportation is one of the key tools at our
disposal for reducing carbon emissions and fighting climate change.  The
many extreme weather events of the last two years reflect the rapidly
escalating impacts of climate change and underscore our urgent need to
reduce carbon emissions in any and every possible way.


In addition, the Green Line extension will bring a needed service to one
of the most densely populated regions in the country.  And as you know,
increasing reliance on mass transit and away from auto travel saves
lives through reductions in traffic accidents and air pollution.


A delay in the completion schedule for the Green Line extension is ill
advised from all angles.  I urge you to do all in your power to keep the
completion of this much needed extension on track.


Sincerely,


Steven Morr-Wineman
26 McTernan St., #4
Cambridge, MA 02139
617-876-4753
swineman@gis.net
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From: Scottie Campbell
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:31:15 AM


am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). 
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal
Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under
the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and built together.  Full
funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The
GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more people get around with
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted on citizens by poor air quality, and
adds an estimated $200 million to the overall cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts
at risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.
 
Sincerely,
Scott C. Campbell
Dedham MA
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From: Satori Bailey
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Please do not delay the Green Line extension
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 10:59:05 AM


To all:


Please accept this email as my personal support for the Green Line extension. Not
only will this extension create a sustainable means for transportation for a very
densely populated area and decrease air pollution and automobile accidents, I'm also
told that completion by 2014 is required by a legal settlement the Commonwealth
entered. But, above and beyond these reasons, I personally want this extension to
take place as soon as possible because of the many under-served people in the area
this extension will touch. Public transit will provide access to jobs, to schools, and an
overall better standard of living. To these people, to our environment, and because of
legal requirements, I believe we should continue with the plans for the Green Line
extension and NOT delay its construction. 


Kind regards,
Satori Bailey
Resident of the Commonwealth of MA


~ Beyond diversity is the same heart
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From: Erin Hemenway
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension comments
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 5:05:11 PM


I am writing to convey my utmost disappointment at the news that the Green Line Extension
is now to be delayed again by another 4 to 6 years to 2018-2020.  I have been a homeowner
in Somerville near the proposed Green Line Extension (GLX) corridor for 12 years.  We have
no more patience for the Commonwealth’s and Mass DOT’s continued delay tactics in these
ongoing attempts to avoid funding and completing the GLX.


I know you will have heard all of the statistics from more active and vocal members of
Somerville and surrounding communities before.  You know the state of Massachusetts has
been legally mandated to build the Green Line Extension since 1990.  You know that the
Commonwealth is legally obligated to honor the SIP transit commitments and complete this
project under the Clean Air Act.  You know that the Federal Transportation Conformity
Regulations require the region and the state to fund this project and prioritize its completion,
so why then has the state not pursued full bond funding to satisfy    You know that to meet
this legal obligation and complete the project on time, the Boston MPO is required to show
realistic funding sources in the 2012 – 2015 Transportation Improvement Program and the
Long Range Transportation Plan.  So why then does the Boston MPO draft 2012 – 2015 TIP
show less than 50% of the money required to complete the project by the previously
committed legal deadline of 2014?


Monthly SIP reports from as late as spring 2011 showed a commitment to completing the
GLX by the end of 2015.  How then do we find out in summer 2011 that the project is to be
delayed up to 5 years further?  There is a serious lack of transparency in meeting the SIP
requirements and those who are obscuring the details or obstructing the completion of this
legally mandated project should be held accountable and relieved of their responsibilities,
and the jobs should be given to individuals who know how to get the job done instead of
spending their time obstructing


Further delays to the GLX project completion could cost the Commonwealth $650 million
per year in lost federal transportation funding.  They could increase the cost of the delayed
GLX completion substantially by an estimated $200 million or more.   Governor Patrick
committed to building the Green Line Extension during his term in office.   I and my fellow
Massachusetts taxpayers should not be on the hook for this increased cost and we demand
accountability.


It is inexcusable that Mass DOT found a way to get the Fast 14 bridges on I 93 started &
completed in summer of 2011.  And yet Mass DOT continues to stall the Green Line
Extension that was legally committed to being started and completed before the fast 14
bridges ever became a project.  How is this possible?   Mass DOT has not demonstrated a
realistic funding plan nor a design and construction schedule to meet the SIP requirements
using only state funding;  my understanding is that the Commonwealth had committed to this
in the SIP agreement.  How many more law suits do we need to file?


Somerville is underserved by public transportation.  The majority of our neighborhoods,
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including mine, are accessible only by bus.  We are thus subject to the same surface delays as
if we were to all individually drive to our destinations.  I live within 3 miles of the North
Station area in Boston and within 2 miles from the Kendall Square area of Cambridge and
have commuted to both locations.   It is inexcusable that I am usually able to walk to work in
either of these locations faster than public transportation can get me there. Take a bus any
weekday between Somerville and Lechmere Station, and most of the trip time is spent not
moving, because the majority of the surrounding vehicles are single occupant vehicles
clogging McGrath and the surface roads around it.   It is faster to walk with my 5 year old to
school (breathing exhaust fumes from McGrath Highway the whole time) rather than pile into
our car and be forced to get stuck in that same traffic that is bound for Boston during
morning commute.   And sadly, my son and I breathe exhaust fumes for most of that walk
because of the route and the school’s proximity to McGrath Highway and the local traffic
that is backed up because of traffic on McGrath.  This is simply criminal - the state and Mass
DOT need to step up to your legal responsibilities, commit to funding for the Green Line
Extension in a timely fashion and do not delay it further.


The time is now.  The Commonwealth and Mass DOT need to commit to getting the GLX
funded and completed without further delays.  Delaying the completion to 30 years beyond
the date when this project was legally mandated is patently unacceptable.


Thank you
Erin Hemenway








From: Courtney Petri
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:13:51 AM


Hello,


I am writing to ask you to enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.  I strongly disagree with the State's recent movements to
further delay the Green Line Extension project. 


My understanding is that, under the Clean Air Act, this, as the agreed upon counter-measure to past
highway expansion through the city, is a legal obligation.  Therefore, I am urging federal and state
government entities to fully enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation
Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project, rather than shirk responsibility when times get
tough.  Times *are* tough, but other communities around the country with similar obligations can look
here as an example, and either see the responsible approach (which I strongly urge) or a community let
off the hook (an example which, if we set, I fear others will follow - to the detriment of our nation as a
whole).


Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-
2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 
The green line will bring needed balance to opportunities in Somerville -- improving access and
economic growth for a much larger portion of the city than is now served.


Delaying this project also delays progress on the Community Path, as the two projects must be
designed and built concurrently.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in
the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP.  The Community Path will be a boon for the city -- not only in terms of
"greening" and the obvious environmental advantages of more pedestrian (rather than carbon-based)
traffic, but also in terms of public health, community desirability, and economic opportunity.


Please fully enforce the State's legal obligations to to Clean Air by keeping the Green Line extension on
schedule and prohibiting any further delays.


Sincerely,


Courtney Petri
32 Windsor Road
Somerville, MA



mailto:galtcam@rushpost.com

mailto:jerome.grafe@state.ma.us

mailto:christine.kirby@state.ma.us

mailto:David.mohler@state.ma.us

mailto:Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us

mailto:publicinformation@ctps.org

mailto:arnold.anne@epa.gov

mailto:cooke.donald@epa.gov

mailto:monahan.rosemary@epa.gov

mailto:pamela.stephenson@dot.gov

mailto:michael.chong@dot.gov

mailto:william.gordon@dot.gov

mailto:friendspath@yahoo.com






From: Melissa Lowitz
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Please don"t delay Green Line to 2020!
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 4:45:30 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I'm writing you in regards to the decision made to delay the Green Line extension.  There are
so many benefits to extending the Green Line past Lechmere:


1.   Creates sustainable mobility for one of the most densely populated regions in the
country.
2.   This project will save lives through reduced air pollution and auto accidents
3.   With the economy in the doldrums construction companies are hungry. There will never
be a cheaper time to build this.
4.   It’s required by law.  Every delay means that the state needs to build and do other
projects to make up for the absence of the Green Line.  The longer the state waits, the
more expensive it gets.
5.   The state could lose all Federal transportation funding- in excess of $400 million a year


This project has waited far too long to start construction since it was introduced in the
1990's.  We can't wait until 2020 for this project to begin, there are too many positives that
outweigh the negatives.  Somerville and Medford deserve this long awaited extension to
the Green Line.


Please listen to your constituents who have voiced their opposition to this decision!


Regards,


Melissa Lowitz
Somerville
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From: Naomi Slagowski
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension delay unacceptable
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:43:09 AM


Dear public officials,
 
I am writing to express my deep concern and frustration with the additional delay of
the Green Line extension.


The current plan to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020 is unacceptable. 
The proposed delays violate a legal requirement to prioritize projects such as
the Green Line Extension that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity
measures under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation
Improvement Plan (TIP) andLong Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical
that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP
requirements.


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding
of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring
its legal commitments by claiming that land takings and other project elements are
causing the delays.  It is not acceptable to delay this project based on land takings
for the maintenance facility. The maintenance facility is NOT part of your legal
obligation, and should be considered separately to fulfill your long overdue
obligation for mitigating the effects of running a highway and rail (and already one
maintenance yard) through Somerville. I also don't want to see the commonwealth
lose federal transportation funding as a result!
 
Delaying the extension will only serve to increase the cost, as MassDOT has stated. 
If we can't fund this now, how can we fund it at a higher cost, along with the
interim replacement air quality mitigation projects?


Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on
this critical transportation project.


Sincerely,


Naomi Slagowski
19 Spring Hill Terrace
Somerville, MA
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From: Christine M. Casalini
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:51:47 AM


Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity
Measures in the Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP. 


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). I am a long time Somerville resident, commuter, biker and health
and transportation advocate. Somerville needs this project to solidfy its place as a
healthy and linked community.


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air
quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under
the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must
be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to
be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also
be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help
more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide
needed regional economic opportunities. BIKES, BIKES, bikes are the future. Invest
in cycling infrastructure. If any of you personally want a deal on a bicycle, call me.


Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted
on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at
risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


Sincerely,


Christine M. Casalini
Grant Writer & Development Consultant
www.twitter.com/ccasalini
(617) 875-7702
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From: David Dahlbacka
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Cc: Mr. Jerome Grafe Mass Department of Environmental Protection; "Ms. Christine Kirby Mass Department of


Environmental Protection"; "Mr. David Mohler, Chair, Boston MPO Planning & Programming Committee"; Ms.
Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning; Boston MPO Staff; Ms. Anne Arnold, Manager,
EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit; """""Mr. Donald Cooke"@whyisthisimportant.net; "Conformity and
mobile monitoring"@whyisthisimportant.net; "EPA Region 1 Air Quality" cooke.donald""""@epa.gov; Ms.
Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator; "Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division
Administrator, Federal Highway"; "Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environ. Program
Manager"; Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1


Subject: Please don"t remove the Green Line Extension to Somerville and Medford from the 2012 TIP.
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 4:15:18 PM


To:  David Mohler, Chair Transportation Planning and Programming Committee
publicinformation@bostonmpo.org


Dear David Mohler:


I am writing this e-mail to ask you not to remove the Green Line
Extension to Somerville and Medford from the 2012 Transportation
Improvement Plan.


Today, Somerville is cut by five MBTA or Commuter Rail lines, only one
of which stops within its borders. Somerville pays for these lines even
though it derives no benefit from most of them. The city has been
waiting for rapid transit for at least 40 years. Over two hundred people
came out the night of the Red Sox World Series win to show their support
for the Green Line Extension, and support remains strong. Should
Somerville be ignored yet again?


Areas near the current Commuter Rail lines suffer the effects of air
pollution from the diesel trains. Health effects are always local;
improvements should be local too. Furthermore, many areas near the
Commuter Rail lines are environmental justice zones that have
historically received the lion's share of negative environmental impacts
and the ant's share of the benefits. Should this pattern continue?


I am a member of the Somerville Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee,
which is preparing a citywide comprehensive plan that includes
development zones oriented around transportation nodes, and specifically
around the new Green Line stops. Our planning for the next twenty years
revolves around the Line Extension. Should this effort be wasted?


Finally, may I remind your that the Green Line Extension is a
court-ordered mediation for local air-quality problems caused in part by
the increase in I-93 traffic from the Big Dig. The Commonwealth has been
taken to court more than once on this subject and has lost every time.
Why go through that again?


Please do the right thing. Reinstate the Green Line Extension into the
2012 Transportation Improvement Plan.


David Dahlbacka
25 Hancock Street
Somerville MA 02144
dd@whyisthisimportant.net
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From: Jeanine Jenks Farley
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension through Somerville
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:29:56 AM


I am upset about the State’s efforts to delay the Green Line extension. This is an
important project for people who live north of Boston in Somerville and surrounding
communities.


Somerville needs the Green Line because automobiles do not make sense in such a
densely populated city. People who live here prefer to commute downtown by train.
Think of all of the automobiles the extension will take off the road, reducing
pollution, traffic congestion, and traffic accidents. Lives will be saved; health
improved.


Because of the recession, there will never be a cheaper time to go ahead with this
project. Let's do it today before the costs escalate. This is also an important time to
put people to work, which this project will do.


I am urging federal and state government officials to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air
quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean
Air Act. Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified
in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying the Green Line Extension also delays the Community Path, since the two
projects need to be designed and built together. Full funding of the the Community
Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP. The Green Line
Extension and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects
that will help help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse
gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities.


Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect on citizens by
poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall cost. Failure to
complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at risk of being cut off
from federal funding for ALL transportation projects. 


Sincerely,
Jeanine Farley
272 Willow Avenue
Somerville, MA 02144



mailto:jeanine554@rcn.com

mailto:jerome.grafe@state.ma.us

mailto:christine.kirby@state.ma.us

mailto:David.mohler@state.ma.us

mailto:Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us

mailto:publicinformation@ctps.org

mailto:arnold.anne@epa.gov

mailto:cooke.donald@epa.gov

mailto:monahan.rosemary@epa.gov

mailto:pamela.stephenson@dot.gov

mailto:michael.chong@dot.gov

mailto:william.gordon@dot.gov

mailto:friendspath@yahoo.com






From: Eric Becker
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 2:47:33 PM


I am writing to urge you to expedite the Green Line extension. The recent news that the
extension could be delayed to 2020 is totally unacceptable. This project is required by law
as part of the Big Dig conditions. Any delay will mean the Commonwealth needs to find
other offsets as the cost of the project continues to rise. 


Please do whatever you can to put the project on as fast a track as humanly possible.


Yours sincerely,


Eric Becker
Somerville, MA


-- 
Eric Becker
Mobile: (781) 956-8546
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From: Sonya Petri
To: mcgahan@ctps.org; publicinformation@bostonmpo.org; friendspath@yahoo.com
Subject: Please include Community Path connector in the LRTP
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 11:18:57 PM


Re: Please include Community Path connector in the LRTP


To Project Manager Anne McGahan and the Boston MPO Transportation Planning
and Programming Committee:


I'm writing to you in support of the Community Path connector.  This short path
provides a vital link in the regional off-street transportation network and gives
residents from Bedford to Boston a meaningful improvement in community safety,
environment and mobility.


It is extremely important to keep the path on the Long Range Transportation Plan, as
the path shares a right of way with the Green Line Extension project, and so they
must be built together.


Please keep the Community Path on the LRTP, so it can finally connect to Boston.
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From: Michael Prange
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:55:37 PM


To whom it may concern,


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020 is unacceptable. 
I've only lived in Somerville for five years, and this is already the second attempt at significantly
delaying the project within my brief tenure. There are a multitude of excellent reasons for shifting more
of the Boston-area commuters away from roads and onto public transportation, and yet the state shows
strong preference toward funding highway projects to the detriment of public transportation. The
proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing projects such as the GLX that are required
to meet Federal transportation conformity measures under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the
MPO Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical
that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP requirements and not rubber-
stamp MA DOT’s efforts to continually delay the project.


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and
any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to
continue ignoring its legal commitments by claiming that land takings and other project elements are
causing the delays.


The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge replacement program that it can move
aggressively if there is REAL commitment to completing transportation projects.  Why is GLX treated
with constant delays rather than being advanced aggressively like the Fast14 project?


Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on this critical
transportation project.


Sincerely,


Michael Prange
11 Glenwood Rd, Somerville MA 02145
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From: Pauline Lim
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 2:57:51 PM


Dear all:


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). 
Although I do most of my commuting by bicycle or by foot, I am constantly subjected to the air
pollution caused by the heavy car traffic going through Somerville.


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and environmental
obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green
Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim
replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and
built together, because they need to share right-of-way, infrastructure, and heavy construction.  Full
funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along
with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will
help help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed
regional economic opportunities.


Sincerely,


Pauline Lim
Brickbottom Artists Building
One Fitchburg St. C414
Somerville, MA  02143-2128
(617) 623-8842


Check out my art and music website:  www.paulinelim.net
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From: William Messenger
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Please put GLX and community path back into the 2012-2015 TIP
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 1:09:39 PM


Greetings,
 
May I most respectfully urge you to restore the Green Line Extension (GLX) and the Community
Path to full funding in the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program.
 
To begin with, this is already a legal obligation of the Commonwealth. The Green Line extension is
a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements
must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and
in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). I am urging federal and state government entities to
enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and
SIP air quality) of the project.
 
More personally, I believe the Community Path is also an unfair casualty of pushing the GLX out of
the 2012-2015 TIP. Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects
need to be designed and built together, because they need to share right-of-way, infrastructure,
and heavy construction.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the
2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are wonderful
sustainable transportation projects that will help help more people get around with fewer car trips,
curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
I am a long-time user of both the Green Line and the Minuteman Bikeway/Linear Path, and I am
constantly frustrated and — I believe — put in danger by having to take the very busy streets with
no safe bike routes inbound from where the Linear Path ends.
 
Respectfully yorus,
 
William Messenger
84 Lexington Street
Belmont, MA 02478
 
617-489-8768
wmessenger@mba1988.hbs.edu
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From: Margy Avery
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP. Please do not introduce further delays to the Green Line Extension


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:42:28 AM


To Whom it May Concern:


The most recent round of delays to the Green Line Extension project is absolutely
unacceptable to the community that is clearly viewed only as a portal from the suburbs to
the better served communities of Boston and Cambridge. I have lived in Somerville for over
10 years and the transportation situation grows more untenable with each passing day. The
MBTA bus service is unable to meet the demands of a growing ridership nor can it keep to
its schedules due to traffic congestion. And I'm embarrassed to say that I contribute to this
congestion by often driving to my work, which is less than 2 miles away, because I cannot
depend upon the current transportation system that is over capacity. (In pleasant weather I
often walk or ride my bicycle.) 


Additionally, the pollution caused from the almost constant gridlocked traffic in Union
Square (I live on Somerville Ave in the square) poses health risks to the community. My
neighbor has two children under 6 and both have severe asthma - this is a terrible
condition for these kids, and surely one you would fight in earnest should it befall your
own family.


Somerville and its residents are tired of being treated as a doormat to the surrounding
areas.  A competing business might deal with this delay by obstructing or closing off the
channels of access to these other communities and taking an isolationist approach.
Fortunately I am not in public policy or politics. However perhaps you can see my point -
we are generous neighbors to these communities by allowing our streets to be polluted by
this constant thru-traffic and to have dozens of trains rumble through our yards, though
they never stop. And to house the MBTA railyard, when we could develop this land as
taxable property with greater benefit to the community. (The absurdity of the railyards is
that these service and maintain transportation that fails to actually service our community -
a double blow.)
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I cannot imagine that any of you would ever negotiate such a raw deal for your community
and I do hope you will carefully consider the lives and needs of others. And respect the
letter of the law - the Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. 
Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston
MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP). Enough is enough.  


Sincerely, 


Marguerite Avery 


367 Somerville Ave Apt F 


Somerville MA 02143








From: Rachelle
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 1:27:03 PM


 
Below are the reasons why the Green Line Extension should be of high priority for completion.  It
will also allow my household to live without a car!
 
 
+ The proposed delay violates the commonwealth’s legal requirement to give highest priority in all
transportation planning documents to those projects the state has said it will complete in order to
become compliant with the federal Clean Air Act. The Green Line Extension not only is one of
those projects, but it is the one the state says will provide by far the greatest air quality benefits.
 
+ Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted on citizens
by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall cost
 
+ Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at risk of being cut off
from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.
 
+ The state is legally obligated to extend the Green Line to Medford Hillside; a terminus station at
College Avenue is not in Medford Hillside. Failure to allocate funding for the extension to Route 16
by current legal deadline (Dec. 31, 2014) violates the existing legal requirement.
 
+ The state points to the Green Line Extension as the hallmark of its “GreenDOT” environmental
campaign, and a key to achieving the Massachusetts Global Warming Solutions Act’s requirement
to reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent of their 1990 levels by 2020. If this is
the case, the project should be accelerated, not delayed.
 
+ This year, through the groundbreaking I-93 Fast14 Bridge Replacement Project, the state
demonstrated a new commitment to completing transportation projects on time and on budget.
The Green Line Extension project deserves an infusion of the same commitment and innovation,
not yet another delay.
 
Thank you for reading,
A Rt 16 Neighbor
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From: 365poet@michaeljmonroe.com
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Please read this - it"s about the Green Line (hi, by the way).
Date: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 3:29:19 PM


 
Dear People of the Boston MPO Staff,
 
Heartbreak! Horror! Not to mention a sheer lack of what I would characterize as pure logic, big-picture
thinking, or having – Oh I dunno – a spine? Elbow grease? Gumption? Courage?
 
Not sure. I’m at a loss. And I don’t mean you. At least, I hope not….?
 
I’m writing to you in particular about the original legal agreement in 1990 (that was the last century, by
the way) to extend the Green Line – revised in 2000 for planned completion in 2011, then delayed to
2014 in revisions to the State Implementation Plan (SIP) legal obligations under the Clean Air Act.
 
You guys are inside the proverbial system. I’m writing because I believe you are people who could help
change things around. Please bear with me here – I have just a few things to say, and they’re
important. It’s Tuesday. It’s raining. C’mon. 
 
So as you know, last year MassDOT said the Green Line Extension (GLX) wouldn’t open until 2015.
And now they’ve announced even more delays (2018 to 2020)! If I was a conspiracy theorist, well, I’d
be a conspiracy theorist. But this is just too dumb and mean and unjust and plain ridiculous for that. 


I entreat you – hang with me for a paragraph or two. Just three main things here.
 
1) SUSTAINABILITY. It’s important to remember that the GLX is a fantastic sustainable transportation
project. (Projects like this have a precedent in other parts of the country of completion within the same
time frame, by the way.)
 
Basically it’s light rail providing clean transit to the city most health-burdened by god-awful highway and
diesel commuter rail pollution. Yuck! With the GLX, 85% of Somerville residents will have access to rail
and many of our neighbors in East Cambridge, Medford and Arlington would too. Less congestion,
fewer cars, meaning less upkeep to roads, (saved money there) etc. etc. yada-yada-yada, ohmygod it's
that obvious. Everybody wins! It will also hopefully integrate with the Community Path, providing
convenient access to Green Line stations and completing a bike and pedestrian route from Bedford to
downtown Boston. The Green Line Extension fully embodies the principles espoused by GreenDOT!


No wonder the Green Line is overwhelmingly supported in Somerville and surrounding communities.


2) OK, this one’s a biggie, so brace yourself. *Ahem* THE GREEN LINE IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION
UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT! I know, right? It’s been the state’s single largest Transportation Control
Measure (TCM) obligation under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) for, like, 20 freaking years. Thus,
it’s a binding legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. Federal Transportation Conformity Regulations
require that SIP TCMs like the GLX must be given funding and completion priority by the region and
state.
 
This is a no brainer. If the State can play around with this kind of thing, well shucks – what the hell is
the point of the rule of law in the first place? What’s the point of doing anything? If the State is above
the law and can pull this kind of feces, then why should citizens respect the state?


 
I’m really hoping this email finds you to be of a different mindset.


So yeah, think about it. Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding
sources and timely completion of the GLX in both the 2012 – 2015 Transportation Improvement
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Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Currently the TIP shows less than
50% of the money (what?) and less than 50% of the GLX being completed by the legal deadline of
2014.
 
In a word: Arrgh!


FACT: The Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP “Paths to a Sustainable Region” fail to meet
both the “fiscal constraint” requirement for full funding and the “environmental” requirement for timely
completion of the SIP TCMs.
 
FACT: And beyond the binding legal obligations, MassDOT and the Commonwealth have
failed over and over to meet promised deadlines given to the GLX communities.
 
BELIEF (one that I really, really hope you share): Citizens deserve greater respect.
 
I mean, the MBTA and MassDOT might as well just run us over with a truck and then pour a gallon of
lemon juice all over our bleeding, pavement-encrusted carcasses.


3) Last one. (Thanks for reading so far, by the way.) FUNDING, TIMING and TRANSPARENCY: The
GLX communities have repeatedly welcomed project staff from MassDOT, the MBTA and their
consultants. Cooperation, rapport and enthusiasm have generally been sky-high on both sides
whenever people have rolled up their sleeves to tackle project details. Warm fuzzies are flyin’ all over
the place here. However, MassDOT has too often been coy and tactical, squirming at major steps with
regard to securing real funding for the project and making reasonable time commitments.
 
Let’s get personal. I’m an activist. I’m vocal. I’m a performer in the local area. I believe in being
responsible, and changing the tide from the status quo toward practical, obvious and just activities. The
only way any of us are going to make this country better is by working locally on things like this.
Otherwise other, nastier things like Big Oil, giant faceless profits-over-people corporations (with track
records of not giving a crap about people and trampling their rights nationally and internationally) are
going to continue to have sway and drive the average middle class person into the ground. And wreck
the country. Make it a place we just don't want to live in anymore.
 
What if you were a champion of better ideals? What if you could help? Would you want to? Could you?
Is there anything specific you can do to aid in these larger and smaller goals? I would love to hear
back from you with any reaction to this.
 
So thank you for reading. I really hope this note finds you well, and I truly hope you can recognize the
overwhelming compassion and unassailable logic (and moral correctness) behind getting things in gear
to get the GLX going. No more fooling around. Let’s do this. Anything less is literally inhuman at this
point. People are literally dying before seeing this project to completion in their lifetimes. “Heinous”
doesn’t even begin to describe this travesty.
 
Sincerely Yours,
 
Michael Monroe:
Father
Poet
Activist
Somerville Resident Who Works for a Well-known Somerville Business
Nice Person








From: Ellin Reisner
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
Ken.Kimmell@state.ma.us


Cc: richard.daley@state.ma.us; Jehlen, Patricia (SEN); Provost, Denise - Rep. (HOU); Carl.Sciortino@state.ma.us;
timtoomey; Fitzpatrick, Robert (SEN); Rafael Mares; Joe Curtatone; hmorrison@somervillema.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:55:10 AM


Greetings,


I appreciate being able to comment on the Boston MPO TIP and LRTP and the Annual
Status Report of the transit projects in the State Implementation Plan as required in the
Transit System Improvements regulation (310 CMR 7.36).  But I must comment that it is
getting tedious having to respond to the ongoing pattern of MassDOT delays on the SIP
projects, and most specifically on the Green Line Extension every year.   


 


It bears repeating that THE GREEN LINE EXTENSION (GLX) IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION UNDER
THE CLEAN AIR ACT.  For the past 20 years it has been the state’s single largest
Transportation Control Measure (TCM) obligation under the State Implementation Plan
(SIP).    Federal Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP TCMs like the Green
Line Extension must be given funding and completion priority by the region and state. 


Under USCs 7506(c)(1) all transportation plans or transportation improvement programs,
reviewed, supported, or funded by federal agencies, such as the MPO’s LRTP and TIP, must
conform to the goals of this existing state implementation plan. See 42 USC s. 7506(c)(1).
 Before a federal agency may approve, accept, or fund any projects in the LRTP or TIP,
there must be an affirmative finding by the federal Department of Transportation
(“USDOT”) that all activities included conform to the state implementation plan.


 


Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding sources
and timely completion of the Green Line Extension in both the 2012 – 2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP).  Currently the TIP shows less than 50% of the money and less than 50% of the
Green Line Extension being completed by the legal deadline of 2014. The TIP includes
$476,200,000 for FY2012 through FY 2015 and the LRTP includes $586,654,000 for the
same time period.   MassDOT has estimated the cost of the GLX to be a billion dollars.  The
Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP  fail to meet both the “fiscal constraint”
requirement for full funding and the “environmental” requirement for timely completion of
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the SIP TCMs. Aside from not meeting the binding legal obligations, MassDOT and the
Commonwealth have failed over and over again to meet promised deadlines given to the
Green Line Extension communities.  The public deserves greater respect.


 


The Federal Clean Air Act Transportation Conformity Regulations were legislated to
protect public health.   The GLX is supposed to mitigate the health effects of regional
ozone and vehicle pollution from 1-93 and regional highway traffic by moving people out of
cars and onto public transportation.  Delaying completion of the project without the
required mitigation of the pollution will negatively affect the health of Somerville and
regional residents.  Somerville has the greatest daily exposure to commuter traffic and
diesel rail pollution in the state from 250,000 vehicles on I-93, Mystic Avenue (38) and
McGrath Highway (28).  We also breathe fumes from 200 daily diesel commuter and freight
trains that cut through the city. Extensive scientific research has been carried out that
People who live in the most transportation-polluted 10% of a large urban region (such as
Somerville) may have:


·        20% higher overall mortality rates;   


·        50% higher lung cancer mortalities


50% higher childhood asthma rates         
50% higher heart attack mortalities


Although MassDOT and the Governor speak enthusiastically about the GLX, their failure to
fund the Extension, meet project milestones on time and lack of project transparency has
lead to real cynicism about FUNDING, TIMING and the PROCESS.  Over the many years of
this project community residents have enthusiastic in working with project staff from
MassDOT, the MBTA and their consultants and this has resulted in some very good
collaboration.  However, MassDOT has often proceeded in coy and tactical ways regarding
funding and meeting scheduled milestones. Examples of this include:


 


Failing to develop a design and construction schedule and funding plan using state
funds (which has been agreed to by the state to meet its legal obligation) despite the
insistence of MA DOT that securing federal “New Starts” funding for the Green Line is
risky because of the MBTA financial condition.   Stating that the status of receiving
federal funding is questionable REQUIRES MassDOT to develop alternative strategies
to meet its SIP requirements. 
Perfunctory submission of Monthly SIP reports to DEP as late as May 2011 committed
to completing the Green Line Extension at the end of 2015, with no suggestion of
further possible delays.  This reflects a serious lack of transparency and seriousness







in meeting the SIP requirements. 
MassDOT’s assertion that land acquisition is a primary factor in the latest delay is not
acceptable. Commuter rail track could be moved and track could be laid while waiting
to acquire land for the Ball Square and Union Square Stations.
 Using Greenbush Line land acquisition delays as a lesson learned for the GLX is not a
valid comparison because the Greenbush land required was for right of way.  This is
not the case for the GLX.  GLX land acquisition is for station locations and the
maintenance facility (not included in the SIP agreement)


Delaying the GLX will have negative impact on regional/statewide economics because
failure to meet Federal Transportation Conformity environmental and fiscal constraint
measures:


Could jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding, a loss of $650 million per
year.
Will increase the overall project cost beyond the $1 billion, 200 million dollar
estimate when the cost of interim offset mitigation is added. 
Would significantly increase the cost of the GLX project and needlessly cost taxpayers
statewide $200 million or more, plus the costs of required air quality mitigation to
offset the delay.  
Will fail to provide a much needed regional transit link for employers, universities,
research centers and residents.
Will result in significant loss of sales and income tax revenues to the Commonwealth
because it misses the opportunity to create construction and other jobs when we
really need them. 


 


The Commonwealth must identify alternative funding for the GLX and other public
transportation projects and not rely on the shaky possibility of New Starts funding.  A start
would be to execute a new transportation bond bill, raise new revenues for transportation
projects and consideration of an inter-agency agreement with Massport to provide revenue
for the GLX and other MBTA projects. 


 


The state’s failure to move the GLX forward to a state of being shovel ready made the GLX
ineligible for federal ARRA funding and also is not eligible for the newest round of
infrastructure spending that is proposed.  The failures keep reverberating and the cost
keeps escalating. 


 







The Green Line Extension and Community Path are models for the MassDOT GreenDOT
sustainable transportation initiative to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG), promote the healthy
transportation options of walking, bicycling, and public transit; and support smart growth
development.   There is a lot of rhetoric promoting sustainability in the Commonwealth.  If
these words have REAL meaning then we must insist that the state meet its legal
commitments and support the GLX.  We are tired of being greenwashed and hope that DEP
will act decisively by requiring MassDOT to meet its obligations and not allow it to
manipulate their SIP commitments, otherwise DEP is allowing the DEP certification process
to be completely ineffectual.


 


Sincerely,


 


Ellin Reisner, President


Somerville Transportation Equity Partnership


 


-- 
Ellin Reisner, Ph.D.
reisnere51@gmail.com
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From: alice grossman
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 8:25:06 AM


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020 is 
unacceptable.  The proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing projects 
such as the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity measures 
under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation Improvement Plan 
(TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical that the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP requirements and not rubber-stamp MA 
DOT’s efforts to continually delay the project.


 


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the 
project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring its legal commitments by 
claiming that land takings and other project elements are causing the delays.


 


The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge replacement program that it 
can move aggressively if there is REAL commitment to completing transportation projects.  
Why is GLX treated with constant delays rather than being advanced aggressively like the 
Fast14 project? 


 


Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on this 
critical transportation project.


 


Sincerely,


Alice Grossman
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From: Rachel Fichtenbaum
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Please reconsider the Green Line Extension delay - comments from a neighbor/constituent
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:00:24 PM


Good evening:
 
As a former resident of Somerville and current resident of the Inman Square area of
Cambridge, I am writing to protest the delay of the Green Line Extension. I strongly urge
you to reject these delays.
 
The Green Line Extension is a win for everyone. It will help the residents of Somerville,
Medford, and Cambridge access their jobs and civic engagements, and it will spur economic
development in these communities. It will also spur regional economic development by
creating jobs during a recession – the time when our state most needs this type of public
investment. By offering an alternative to highway travel, it will reduce pollution and increase
health. It will demonstrate the state’s commitment to economic sustainability.
 
In contrast, the delay is a loss for everyone. Given Somerville’s density, it is ludicrous that
the city is not better served by public transit – especially since it suffers from the noise and
pollution of I-93. Developments planned along the GLX route are now left hanging. The
people are losing faith in their government, which cannot even fulfill its legal obligations on
time but instead seeks extensions time and time again. Furthermore, in today’s economy,
risking future federal funding by delaying legal commitments shows lack of foresight.
 
I strongly urge you to honor your commitments and keep the Green Line on track for 2014.
The fast-14 bridge replacement showed that MassDOT can act on an aggressive timetable
when it chooses to. I urge you to apply that energy not just to highways but also to public
transit, which serves the low-wage workers who provide essential services in the
Commonwealth and which offers an environmentally-friendly alternative to single-use
automobiles.
 
Sincerely,
Rachel Fichtenbaum
67 Elm St. #1
Cambridge, MA 02139
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From: Andrea Yakovakis
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:36:07 AM


Dear all,
 
I am terribly disappointed by the The Commonwealth’s decision to try to once again
postpone construction of the the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020.  THIS IS
UNACCEPTABLE.  
 
Among the excuses for this delay is the need for more time for "land-takings".  I find it very
difficult to believe that this issue has JUST COME to light in the planning process, which is
over a decade long at this point.  Is incompentence or malpractice to blame?  Either way,
it's not a worthy excuse. 
 
I do believe the MBTA and the Commonwealth's fiscal woes are the true reason for this
proposed delay.  I do understand that the Commonwealth doesn't have a money tree
growing at the State House, but as noted below, this is a LEGAL OBLIGATION, and delaying
fulfillment of this obligation will ultimately cost the state millions more.  That's not even
factoring in the impact of the the loss of federal highway funding due to the
Commonwealth's failures.   The Commonwealth has known, but refused to admit, that the
current funding scheme for the MBTA is a dismal failure.  It is time for those at the
Statehouse to confront this mess and do what has to be done to fix it.  Yes, this will cost
money, but again, delaying action will only increase the total cost.
 
The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the
project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP).   The proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing projects such as
the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity measures under the
State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical that the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP requirements and not rubber-stamp MA DOT’s efforts to
continually delay the project.
 
The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge replacement program that it
can move aggressively if there is REAL commitment to completing transportation projects. 
Why is GLX treated with constant delays rather than being advanced aggressively like the
Fast14 project?  Rather than delaying the project, it should be fully funded, and built all the
way to Route 16, with a fully functional Community Path in place.  Anything less is short-
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sighted and misguided.
 
Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on this
critical transportation project. 
 
Sincerely,








From: Thomas Eagan
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; david.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.org; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 3:18:15 PM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing to express my outrage and disappointment at the news that the deadline for the Green
Line Extension through Somerville may be delayed by an additional 4 years.  This is both ridiculous and
unacceptable.  I would like to urge you to reject the delay request and reject the same delays contained
in the Boston MP 2012-2015 TIP and the Boston MPO LRTP.  Please honor your commitment and
support a definitive plan for the Green Line Extension that has hard deadlines, not meaningless ones.


Thank you.


Tom Eagan
62 Sycamore St.
Somerville, MA 02145
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From: Brett LaFlamme
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; david.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Please reject the delay of the Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:02:09 AM


Good morning,


I am writing today to request your rejection of the delay of the Green Line Extension
to Somerville. As a Somerville commuter and resident, I feel the introduction of the
Green Line along the current commuter rail corridor will offer a much needed public
transportation option for city residents to East Cambridge and downtown Boston. It
will also serve to reduce stress on the already crowded roadways, leaving more room
for alternate modes of transportation.


As I am sure you are aware, Somerville is the most densely populated community in
New England. Offering residents with a direct mode of public transportation to
downtown Boston, a route unavailable from Somerville outside of Davis Square, is
vitally important to those residents unable to afford cars, parking, or who are
interested in taking full advantage of the urban setting which should allow the option
of fast, reliable public transportation.


Please expand on the already bright spots of the addition of GPS to MBTA bus routes
and their increased reliability by rejecting the delay of the Green Line Extension. In
concert, these changes are helping to keep Somerville current and making it a truly
great city to live in.


Thank you,
Brett LaFlamme
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From: mliebetreu@comcast.net
To: jerome grafe; christine kirby; David mohler; Katherine fichter; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold anne; cooke


donald; monahan rosemary; pamela stephenson; michael chong; william gordon; friendspath@yahoo.com
Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO


2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:03:45 AM


As a parent of a young child -- that wants good quality air and access to public
transportation, I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further
delay the Green Line extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation
under the Clean Air Act.  Please fully enforce the legal and environmental obligations
(federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project.  Full
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston
MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects
need to be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path
should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.  
The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that
will help help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases,
and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
Please protect our health and improve our city by fully enforcing the State's legal
obligations to to Clean Air by keeping the Green Line extension on schedule and
prohibiting any further delays.
 
Sincerely,
Michelle Liebetreu
441 R Somerville Ave 
Somerville, MA 02143
857-399-6219
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From: Heather Van Aelst
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension: Comments on the SIP Status Report, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:27:58 PM


As the Trustees of the Brickbottom Condominium Trust, we are writing to protest the
State’s recent proposal to further delay the opening of the Green Line Extension
(GLX) to as late as 2020.


As such, we are urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal
and environmental obligations of the project. The GLX is one of SIP Transportation
Control Measures that the state has committed to giving highest priority to in order
to become compliant with the federal Clean Air Act. The proposed delay violates this
commitment.


Meeting this legal obligation also requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding
sources and timely completion of the Green Line Extension in both the 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP). The TIP does not currently satisfy Federal Transportation Conformity
because it shows less than 50% of the money allocated and less than 50% of the
GLX as being completed by the legal deadline of 2014.  


Besides the failure to meet these legal requirements, the new time frame has a
significant negative impact on the communities that GLX will serve, including the
Brickbottom Artists Building. It delays better access to public transportation, will also
delay the Community Path, prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted on the
communities by poor air quality and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost of the project.


Despite several aspects of the GLX that will have or have threatened to have a
significant impact on the residents of Brickbottom (particularly the track layout
adjacent to the building and the original maintenance facility site), the project has
still enjoyed overwhelming support here. But the uncertainty that comes with this
delay causes residents to lose confidence in the process and may hurt quality of life
and property values, especially as economic development in the area is inevitably
delayed as well. Plus, a longer construction schedule threatens to prolong the
negatives before any of the benefits can be enjoyed.


The Green Line Extension is a great, sustainable transportation project that will
hugely benefit a large number of people, but not until it starts running. We urge you
to reject this delay and to use all of the tools available to your agencies to
accelerate the opening of the entire Green Line Extension.


Sincerely,


Ramon Bueno, Trustee
William Kipp, Trustee
Robert Martel, Property Manager
Cynthia Dana Pellegrini, Trustee
Randal Thurston, Trustee
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Heather Van Aelst, Trustee


Brickbottom Condominium Trust
1 Fitchburg St. C125
Somerville MA 02143








From: Sylvia Romm
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Please reverse the GLX Delay
Date: Monday, September 05, 2011 2:21:49 PM


Dear State Representatives,


My name is Dr. Sylvia Romm and I am a pediatrician and expectant
mother who lives in Somerville, MA. I am writing to protest the
State's recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension
(GLX). Not only is the Green Line extension a legal obligation under
the Clean Air Act, it is also an essential part of the breathing life
into the community and economy in Somerville. One of the main reasons
my husband and I bought a condo near Union Square last month was the
promise of the green line extension. Although we have already bought
and are planning to stay, I'm sure that the decision to buy for others
will be postponed as long as the city and state continue to be so
unreliable with their building plans.


I urge the State to meet its legal and environmental obligations (SIP
air quality and federal Transportation Conformity
Measures) by keeping the project to its December 31, 2014 deadline.
Full funding must be identified in the Boston MPO's 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying the GLX would:
      * Needlessly cost taxpayers statewide an extra $200 million -or
more - plus the added costs of air quality mitigation to offset the
new delays.
      * Jeopardize the State's federal transportation funding - $650
million per year!
      * Delay the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.
      * Delay personal and commercial economic investment into
Somerville when it is needed most


The GLX project is a wonderful transportation project that needs to be
supported in a much stronger manner than it currently is. I urge you
to make this project an absolute priority.


Sincerely,
Dr. Sylvia Romm, MD, MPH
5 Vinal Ave. Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Tim Sackton
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO


2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:52:49 AM


I am writing today concerning the Green Line Extension to Somerville
and Medford. The Commonwealth's current effort to delay the Green Line
Extension to 2018-2020 or later is completely unacceptable. The
proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing projects
such as the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation
conformity measures under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the
MPO Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP). Implementing the GLX is a legal obligation
under the Clean Air Act, and it is not acceptable for the state to
continue to ignore its legal commitments to Somerville.


Furthermore, the GLX is a critical investment in our future, has
significant environmental, public health, and economic benefits,
especially for environmental justice communities in Somerville, and
will have a key role in combating climate change and reducing oil
usage. If Massachusetts continues to neglect important investments in
improving our public transit system, we will eventually suffer the
consequences. It is incredibly short-sighted to spend our scare
dollars on expanding highways, which simply induces more automobile
traffic, more pollution, more congestion, and more CO2 emissions.
Expanding public transit, on the other hand, reduces automobile
traffic, reduces congestion, reduces pollution, and reduces CO2
emissions. Which future would we prefer?


For too long Somerville has hosted and suffered the negative effects
of the transportation infrastructure (I-93, commuter rail, etc) that
commuters in the more-distant suburbs use to get to jobs in Boston. It
is time for Somerville to get some benefit in return. It is time for
the state to step up and seriously commit to funding the Green Line
Extension, even if Federal support cannot be obtained. And it is time
for the state to make this project a true priority, and not just give
lip service to the importance of the GLX in the face of repeated
delays.


Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from
the public on this critical transportation project.


Sincerely,
Tim Sackton
20 Wallace St, Somerville MA


------------------------------
Timothy B. Sackton
Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA Postdoctoral Fellow
Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology
Harvard University
16 Divinity Ave, Cambridge MA 02138


email: tsackton@oeb.harvard.edu
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From: refdesk@world.std.com
To: katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: mgna.org@gmail.com; MBTA Write to the Top; MBTA Orange Line; Bob Sloane; Will Brownsberger
Subject: Green Line extension is essential to national security
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 11:23:00 AM


The September 11th attacks on the US had a number of causes, but addiction to cheap oil from hostile
nations, caused by sprawl and car dependence, is certainly high on the list. Extending the Green Line as
far as possible is a small, but meaningful, step in making our nation more secure. Please do it now.


Extending the Green Line to the Arlington line in a timely fashion is not a frill that can be cut or
postponed for more years or decades. We have been waiting for years, and have put up with delay after
delay. You could argue that parts of Somerville, Medford and Arlington have been waiting a century for
good transit. Enough! Stop the delays, and stop the shifting of funds from transit to cars. Extend the
Green Line and improve all T service now.


The T understands itself in debt and last in line for funding and approvals. But this is a
misunderstanding. If you figure in the cost of wars over oil for cars, illness caused by dirty air and lack
of exercise caused by passive rather than active transit, climate change caused by burning petroleum,
and loss of farmland and forest caused by sprawl, then roads and cars are the ones in debt.


Please hand back to cars the debt caused by the Big Dig, highways and other infrastructure for cars.
That debt never belonged to the T. The T never should have accepted it. Hand the blame and debt
back to the people who caused it, and reclaim your moral high ground. Mass transit, density and good
pedestrian and bike access are efficient, effective, healthy, and help keep our nation secure.


The T has many supporters. Tap that resource and carry on boldly. Please stop acting like a poor
relation. And please stop antagonizing your friends. The T will have to improve the frequency and
reliability of busses and trains, the manners of drivers, and the efficiency of management. You will have
to hire for good manners and good work, and fire for surliness and sleaze. And you will have to find a
way to get transit projects funded in amounts and timetables that are legal and fair. You can, and must,
do this.


If you can work with your supporters and not against us, then you can extend the Green Line in a way
that is legal, fair, efficient, and help keep us all safe. Please do so, Thank you.


Rachael Stark
refdesk@world.std.com
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From: Gloria J. Korsman
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Please reverse the GLX Delay
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 11:41:37 AM


Dear Public Officials,


I am a middle-aged woman and Cambridge resident who rides a bicycle (and also the MBTA) for
transportation.  I writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension
(GLX).  The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  I urge the State to
meet its legal and environmental obligations (SIP air quality and federal Transportation Conformity
Measures) by keeping the project to its December 31, 2014 deadline.   Full funding must be identified
in the Boston MPO’s 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement  Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX would:


Needlessly cost taxpayers statewide an extra $200 million - or more - plus the added costs of air
quality mitigation to offset the new delays. 
Jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding - $650 million per year!
Delay the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and built together.
Encourage more people to ride bicycles to work, school, to shop, and for fun.  Many of my
friends fear sharing the streets with cars.


The GLX project is a wonderful transportation project that will help curb greenhouse gases and provide
economic opportunities regionally and to the State. 


Thank you for your attention to my letter.


Sincerely,
Gloria Korsman
91 Montgomery Street #2L
Cambridge MA 02140
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From: John Hostage
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:52:27 PM


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020 is
unacceptable.  The proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing projects
such as the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity measures
under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation Improvement Plan
(TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical that the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP requirements and not rubber-stamp MA
DOT’s efforts to continually delay the project.


 The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the
project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring its legal commitments by
claiming that land takings and other project elements are causing the delays.


 The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge replacement program that
it can move aggressively if there is REAL commitment to completing transportation
projects.  Why is GLX treated with constant delays rather than being advanced aggressively
like the Fast14 project? 


 Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on this
critical transportation project.


 Sincerely,


 John Hostage
Association for Public Transportation, Inc.


266 Lexington St.
Watertown, MA 02472



mailto:jbh23@columbia.edu

mailto:David.mohler@state.ma.us

mailto:Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us

mailto:jerome.grafe@state.ma.us

mailto:christine.kirby@state.ma.us

mailto:publicinformation@ctps.org

mailto:arnold.anne@epa.gov

mailto:cooke.donald@epa.gov

mailto:monahan.rosemary@epa.gov

mailto:pamela.stephenson@dot.gov

mailto:michael.chong@dot.gov

mailto:william.gordon@dot.gov






From: Joanna Herlihy
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line extension should move ahead
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 1:15:33 PM


The projected Green Line extension will make a huge improvement in  patterns of occupying our section
of Greater Boston. I can think of no project ready to go which would advance sustainable development
more effectively. There is no excuse for not proceding promptly.


Joanna Herlihy
410 Norfolk St.
Cambridge, MA 02139
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From: monkeyhippy@gmail.com on behalf of Rachel Gordon
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Please reverse the Green Line extension delay!
Date: Monday, September 05, 2011 3:11:56 PM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing to protest the State’s recent decision to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX).  I am tremendously disappointed in this decision. The Green Line
extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act, and more than that, it is
critically important to local communities, sustainability, and the development of a
vibrant Boston area. I urge the State to meet its legal and environmental obligations
(SIP air quality and federal Transportation Conformity Measures) by keeping the
project to its December 31, 2014 deadline.   Full funding must be identified in the
Boston MPO’s 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement  Program (TIP) and in the
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX would:


Needlessly cost taxpayers statewide an extra $200 million - or more - plus the
added costs of air quality mitigation to offset the new delays. 
Jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding - $650 million per year!
Delay the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and
built together.


 
The GLX project is a wonderful transportation project that will help curb greenhouse
gases and provide economic opportunities regionally and to the State. As a 30-year-
old Medford resident who moved to the area for graduate school and would love to
stay, I must say that transit options make a huge difference in how I plan my day
and my future in Boston. I love my neighborhood and would like to commit to
staying here and helping it grow, and the promise of the GLX has been a major part
of my optimism about Medford and my ability to access job opportunities elsewhere
in the metro area. This most recent delay is extremely disappointing on multiple
levels: not only does it seem that my transit options will continue to be slim and
frustrating for the foreseeable future, but I feel a fool for the optimism and
reassurance I've vocally demonstrated to my friends and neighbors who have lived
here longer and learned to be let down by promises of better transit options.


It is not too late to reverse this decision, to abide by the law and to make Boston,
Somerville and Medford much more transit-accessible to the tens or hundreds of
thousands of people who want and need 


Sincerely,


Rachel Gordon
28 Metcalf St.
Medford, MA
02155


---
Rachel Gordon
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The Fletcher School | Dept. of Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning
Tufts University
MALD/MA Candidate, 2012


"Work as if in the early days of a better nation."
                                                -Alasdair Gray








From: Daniel Brockman
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 1:55:45 PM


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020
is unacceptable.  The proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing
projects such as the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity
measures under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation
Improvement Plan (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical
that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP
requirements and not rubber-stamp MA DOT’s efforts to continually delay the
project.
 
The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding
of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring
its legal commitments by claiming that land takings and other project elements are
causing the delays.
 
The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge replacement program
that it can move aggressively if there is REAL commitment to completing
transportation projects.  Why is GLX treated with constant delays rather than being
advanced aggressively like the Fast14 project? 
 
Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on
this critical transportation project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Brockman
38 Trull Street
Somerville, MA 02145
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From: Anne Tate
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Cc: David Dahlbacka
Subject: Green Line extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 4:41:00 AM


To: David Mohler, Chair Transportation Planning and Programming Committee


Please do not omit the Green Line extension from the 2012 TIP.  Somerville has 
been waiting for this essential expansion of the transit system for decades. This 
community suffers the effects of miles of transportation infrastructure which 
serves the region's commuters but bypasses our residents.  It is a matter of 
fundamental fairness to fulfill this commitment to our citizens. 


In addition it is a sound regional investment for the commonwealth.  Adding these 
links to the transportation network will open acres of prime land for development 
in the urban core.  Kenmore Square is finally built out and new businesses looking 
to locate near the colleges and hospitals will find land in short supply.  Inner belt 
and Union Square, and other areas on the Green Line extension can provide 
valuable real estate for expansion of job creating industries.


As we struggle to address the environmental impacts of sprawl development and 
the car-dependent lifestyle it promotes, we should be embracing infrastructure 
improvements like the Green Line extension. When I was the Special Advisor on 
Sustainable Development in the Office for Commonwealth Development, we 
worked to focus policies on getting high quality neighborhood development around 
transit stops. Somerville has already at least one project moving forward based on 
assumptions about the green line.  Many others will be encouraged by advance 
planning for the station areas along the Green Line. These are exactly the kind of 
developments we need to be building now.  


The Green Line extension is the most important transit extension in the 
commonwealth at this time. It is more cost effective than the South Coast rail, 
serves a constituency in place and in need right now and has been promised for 
decades. PLease move it forward - now.


Yours truly,


Anne Tate
140 Sycamore Street
Somerville MA 02145
617-792-9100
annetate@rcn.com
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From: Marla Rhodes
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Green Line extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 4:40:32 PM


Dear public official at the State!
I moved to Somerville after college and have lived here for over 20 years. I just ditched my car a
few months ago for several reasons, not the least of which is that I want to more fully embrace
our public transit system and the burgeoning bicycle lanes that are finally turning the
 Somerville/Cambridge/Boston area into a much more attractive and safe place to get around. I
love this area and feel proud that all three cities are moving in this direction. I also think its truly
an investment in attracting others to the area. I really mean that. The couple that just purchased a
home next door to me own a car but both commute to work by bicycle and public transport,
and they were drawn to this area specifically because of what they saw as the growing
infrastructure in this neighborhood in alternative transportation methods. 


When I read about the proposed delays yet again of the green line extension, I simply could not
believe it....even though I'm pretty cynical generally, and of course knew that the original
planning would see several delays. But...COME ON!  Why is Somerville getting the short end of
the stick yet again?!  What a great opportunity to employ a lot of people in the building industry
- plus my understanding is that there is a lot of federal money that we may lose out on if we
continue to delay. 
 
Please consider this quick and informal email to be a formal vote against further green line
extension delays, from a resident who knows she also speaks for many others who will not be
writing emails of their own!


Sincerely,
Marla Rhodes
15 Belmont St, Somerville
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From: luQ
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Please support full funding of the green line extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 1:05:21 PM


Dear Boston Metropolitan Planning Commission,


Please support funding for the green line extension into Somerville and Medford.


Since I moved to the Boston area (initially a Somerville resident), I've been hearing about
the green line extension which has consistently been delayed with a new schedule (4+ years
in the future) what seems every year or two.


Now that I own a home in Medford, I am particularly impacted by this.  The proposed
College ave station would be about 1 mile from my house, whereas now none of the
subway stations are within walking distance and the available buses are infrequent and
irregular.  I have a car, but would prefer to use public transit, were a regular and reliable
source available in walking distance, which the green line extension would be, if it were
ever completed.


Completing this project will help reduce congestion and pollution and help the state say in
line with the Clean Air Act and retain federal funding.  Also, the state is legally required to
complete this extension (to Medford Hillside) by the end of 2014.  


The state demonstrated its ability to complete projects on time and within budget for car
transportation with the summer's Fast 14 - now it's time to turn attention to similar
necessary improvements for public transportation by completing the Green Line extension.


Please help get this long-postponed project completed and support the funding.


Thanks for your attention,


Luke McDermott
54 Forest St. #213
Medford, MA 02155
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From: Tanya Paglia
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 1:55:19 PM


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to
2018-2020 is unacceptable.  The proposed delays violate the legal
requirement of prioritizing projects such as the GLX that are required
to meet Federal transportation conformity measures under the State
Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation Improvement Plan
(TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical that
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP
requirements and not rubber-stamp MA DOT’s efforts to continually
delay the project.


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air
Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be
identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is
not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring its legal
commitments by claiming that land takings and other project elements
are causing the delays.


The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge
replacement program that it can move aggressively if there is REAL
commitment to completing transportation projects.  Why is GLX treated
with constant delays rather than being advanced aggressively like the
Fast14 project?


Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from
the public on this critical transportation project.


Sincerely,


Tanya Paglia
38 Trull Street
Somerville, MA 02145
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From: David Scott
To: pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;
christine.kirby@state.ma.us


Cc: william.gordon@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; arnold.anne@epa.gov; publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Green Line to Somerville
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 3:23:44 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I moved to Somerville's Union Square in 1999 with high hopes for a light rail solution.  I bought a house
in the area in 2006, my wife began a business in 2008.  The legal mandate of the state, the promise of
Gov. Patrick, the momentum in public discussions made me feel that the Green Line was imminent.  The
health hazards we bear from pollution in Somerville are currently unmitigated by alternative
transportation, including the Green Line and the Community Path.  Somerville wants desperately to lead
the way towards the 21st century picture of great urban living, but we are being cheated by delay after
delay.  30 years of delay shows weakness in leadership and lack of ability to get things done.  Let's
wake up and do what needs to be done to get the physical and economic health of Somerville up to the
level of the burdens it bears as a pass-through to Boston.


Thank You,


David Scott
Associate Professor, Voice Department
Berklee College of Music


63 Boston St. #2
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Jennifer Lawrence
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Green Line Extension delays
Date: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 9:34:24 AM


Email recipients:


Mr. Jerome Grafe, Mass Department of Environmental Protection


Ms. Christine Kirby, Mass Department of Environmental Protection


Mr. David Mohler, Chair, Boston MPO Planning & Programming Committee


Ms. Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning 


Boston MPO Staff - general email address


CC recipients:


Ms. Anne Arnold, Manager, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit 


Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and mobile monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quality


Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator


Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway


Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environ. Program Manager 


Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1


*********************************************


To whom it may concern:


I am writing today in regards to the new delay in the Green Line Extension. As a resident
of Somerville, an environmental justice and transit equity advocate, and a worker in
green infrastructure in the City of Somerville, I am disheartened by this new delay, to say
the least.  I feel that this is a justice issue, more than anything else, and that the state
must follow-through with their legally-mandated obligations.  Please follow-through on
your promises, if not for the environmental justice reasons, than for the reason that the
residents of the Commonwealth have exceedingly less faith in the word of the
Commonwealth as this drags on. Following is a lengthy account of the reasons why this
project must be finished in a timely manner. 
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1) The original legal agreement in 1990 to extend the Green Line was revised in 2000 for
planned completion in 2011. Then it was delayed to 2014 in revisions to the State
Implementation Plan (SIP), legal obligations under the Clean Air Act.  Then last year
MassDOT said the Green Line Extension (GLX) would not open until 2015. Now, they have
announced even more delays, to 2018 to 2020! This is unacceptable.


 


2) It is important to remember that the Green Line Extension is a great, sustainable
transportation project.  It is light rail that will provide clean transit to the city most
health-burdened by highway and diesel commuter rail pollution in the Commonwealth.
85% of Somerville residents will have access to rail  (compared to 25% now) and many
of our neighbors in East Cambridge, Medford and Arlington will have access to new light
rail. It will also integrate with the Community Path, providing convenient pedestrian and
bike access to Green Line stations.  The Green Line Extension fully embodies the
principles espoused by GreenDOT, of which DOT has not embraced in practice up to this
point.


 


3) THE GREEN LINE IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT.  It has been
the state’s single largest Transportation Control Measure (TCM) obligation under the State
Implementation Plan (SIP) for twenty years.  Thus, it is a binding legal obligation under
the Clean Air Act.  Federal Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP TCMs
like the Green Line Extension must be given funding and completion priority by the region
and state.


 


4) Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding sources
and timely completion of the Green Line Extension in both the 2012 – 2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP).  Currently the TIP shows less than 50% of the money and less than 50% of the
Green Line Extension being completed by the legal deadline of 2014.


 


5) The Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP “Paths to a Sustainable Region” fail to
meet both the “fiscal constraint” requirement for full funding and the “environmental”
requirement for timely completion of the SIP TCMs.  And, beyond the binding legal
obligations, MassDOT and the Commonwealth have failed over and over again to meet
promised deadlines given to the Green Line Extension communities.


 


6) The Green Line Extension communities have repeatedly welcomed project staff from
MassDOT, the MBTA and their consultants.  Cooperation, rapport and enthusiasm have
generally been high on both sides whenever people have rolled up their sleeves to tackle
project details.  However, MassDOT has too often been coy and tactical, not putting forth
reasonable funding and mitigation actions.


 


7) The Green Line Extension is supposed to mitigate the health effects of vehicle pollution







from 1-93 and regional highway traffic as well as regional ozone. Delaying completion of
the project without mitigation of the pollution will continue to negatively affect the health
of Somerville and regional residents.  Somerville has the greatest daily exposure to
commuter traffic and diesel rail pollution in the state from 250,000 vehicles on I-93,
Mystic Avenue (38) and McGrath Highway (28).  We also breathe fumes from 200 daily diesel
commuter and freight trains that cut through the city but (fortunately) do not stop.


8) GreenDOT http://transportation.blog.state.ma.us/blog/2010/06/massdot-launches-
greendot.html: “GreenDOT, a comprehensive environmental responsibility and sustainability initiative
that will make MassDOT a national leader in "greening" the state transportation system. GreenDOT will
be driven by three primary goals: reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; promote the healthy
transportation options of walking, bicycling, and public transit; and support for smart growth
development.”


9) This is a justice issue.  The residents of Somerville are systematically overburdened by
transportation infrastructure that does not benefit them. There needs to be a promise that
is actually followed through on to benefit the environmental health of Somerville
residents.


I thank you for taking the time to read my comments. Please respond to the needs of the residents and
business of Somerville, Medford and East Cambridge by building the Green Line extension.


Sincerely,


Jennifer Lawrence


 


-- 
Jennifer Lawrence
-Somerville Resident
-Community Corridor Planning 
  Advisory Team Member


22 Bartlett Street #1
Somerville, MA 02145
jllawrence2010@gmail.com
207-651-1972
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From: Karen Molloy
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 2:07:12 PM


To whom it may concern:


I am writing to comment on the Boston MPO TIP and LRTP and the Annual
Status Report of the transit projects in the State Implementation Plan
as required in the Transit System Improvements regulation (310 CMR
7.36).  I am also writing to voice my disappointment, anger, and
frustration over the State’s handling of the Green Line Extension
(GLX), and to protest the latest announced delay of the completion of
the project, schedule now to open sometime between 2018 and 2020.


I urge you to reject the announced delay and enforce the SIP air
quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The TIP and LRTP do not show full
funding for the project, nor do they show a schedule for completion by
the legal deadline, or potential interim replacement projects.


In the face of the current national and local economic crises,
dependency on foreign oil, and growing greenhouse effects related
largely to burning fossil fuels, this small public transportation
project which entails laying track and building a handful of stations
and in existing ROWs should not be so hard and take as long as it has
already. Recall the GLX was originally supposed to be completed by
December of this year.


It seems ridiculous to write this letter to remind the federal and
state enforcement entities that the GLX project is a legal obligation
under the Clean Air Act. As such, the project must be given highest
priority for transportation funding and construction. Over the past
several years the State has neglected to give this project its due
priority as a SIP obligation. Instead MassDOT had repeatedly handled
the project with low priority:  with missed deadlines and an
excruciatingly drawn design process, and a lack of transparency in its
communication about the project to the public. MassDOT has proceeded
in a delusional fashion with respect to funding, schedule, and
priority of this project. The number of years spent on the GLX project
with little to show for it and no solid funding so far is alarming. In
this timeframe, Dallas and Salt Lake City have built new light rail
systems on time and under budget!


The State cannot continue ignore its legal commitments.


Recently, with the Fast14 Bridge replacement project, we saw what can
happen when the State has the will to undertake a high priority
project and complete it quickly, creatively, and efficiently. Why
hasn’t the GLX been given that kind of priority, aggressive planning,
and commitment?


Full funding of the Community Path should also be programmed in the
2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.  The GLX and Community Path
are fantastic sustainable transportation projects that will help more
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people in the region travel with fewer automobile trips, curb the
production of greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic
opportunities.


In the past year or so we’ve heard a lot about MassDOT’s GreenDOT
sustainable transportation initiative to reduce greenhouse gases,
promote the healthy transportation options of walking, bicycling, and
public transit; and support smart growth development. Where it the
acknowledgement that the GLX, and especially combined with the
Community Path Extension, make the perfect model for the goals of
GreenDOT?


In closing I urge you to honor the State’s commitment to open the
entire Green Line Extension by December 2014.


Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,


Karen Molloy
197 Highland Ave.
Somerville, MA 02143


===================
karenmolloy@gmail.com








From: Moore, Alan@Boston
To: publicinformation@ctps.org; "Friends of the Community Path"; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;


monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: 2012 - 2015 TIP and LRTP (Short and Long Term Transportation Budgets)
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:10:54 PM


RE: upcoming vote on 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP (Short and Long Term Transportation Budgets)
 
To the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) TIP Committee and federal
overseers:
 
Thousands of citizens and legislators are angry about MassDOT’s recent efforts to further delay the
Green Line extension (GLX), a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act, federal transportation
conformity regulations and a promise to the people of the region (by the Governor). Delaying the
GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and built
together. The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will
help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed
regional economic opportunities. In addition to the legal commitments and these reasons, please
carefully read the submitted letter (link below) from the Friends of the Community Path with more
reasons that the GLX, including the Community Path Extension, should be built:
http://pathfriends.org/scp/PathFriend%20Comment%20ltr%20on%20LRTP%20TIP%20SIP%20GLX%20delay.pdf
 
The claims MassDOT are making about uncontrollable GLX delays are smoke and mirrors for
simply not prioritizing the GLX over road and highways projects. The GLX design process could
have been much further along if MassDOT was serious about the GLX project. If MassDOT is
being refused funds by the governor and legislature, let them tell the public that and we’ll stand
with MassDOT to force the government to “do the right thing”. The Boston MPO (and Federal
DOT) should not be complicit in these serious illegal actions and should at last stand up to
MassDOT and say “NO”, we will not go along with these plans to short-change the Green Line
extension and other SIP commitments.
 
So please fully enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity
Measures and SIP air quality) of the project.  Force MassDOT to fully funding of the project and
any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Most likely this
must be done without federal money which will not be forthcoming anyway. Tens of $millions will
be saved by not depending on the bureaucracy of FTA New Starts and hundred of $millions will be
saved by not building the GLX later with inflated dollars.
 
Thank you for your attention to this serious matter.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Moore
Jane Irwin
23 Cherry St.
Somerville, AM 02144
23cherry@gmail.com
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From: MMaurer599@aol.com
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Rail  Trail Comment
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:57:46 AM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
My family and I are against the proposed rail trail in Sudbury and Concord, Massachusetts.  We have a
large property in Sudbury which is home to a variety of wild life that actively use the overgrown rail trail
from sun up to sun down. We have countless photos of the wildlife using the trail. Taking down trees,
disturbing the soil, making it a public path will greatly harm the wild life who cherish the quiet,
overgrown path. Our property is a haven to the animals and the amount of foot, bike and people traffic
that will occur if the old rail way is turned into a rail trail will take away the animals homes and sense of
safety.
 
We also feel taking down thousands and thousands of trees to create a rail trail is bad for the
environment. The old rail way should be left in it's now natural state. Nature should be left natural.
 
The concept of a rail trail we can see why it would be very appealing to some, we recommend those
individuals to travel to existing rail trails, use the existing sidewalks in town etc. The harm to the wildlife
and the environment as well as the cost seems unacceptable to consider in this day and age when the
wildlife's habitats are already shrinking and to spend money on installation and up keep in an economic
climate when people are worried about making ends meet and have lost their job seems senseless.
 
So please do not support or approve the rail trail in Concord or Sudbury we feel it will be a burden to
the towns financially over the long run and habitats will be ruined forever which will then affect the
variety of wildlife we are lucky to have in Sudbury and Concord. The true amount of damage to the
environment and wildlife and costs of this project will only be known when it is too late to turn back and
the damage will already have been done.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marianne Maurer
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From: Richard Nilsson
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.go;


monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
publicinformation@ctps.org


Subject: SIP transit commitments RE: Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP & The Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:07:58 PM
Attachments: Richard Nilsson (Richard.Nilsson@NilssonAssociates.US).vcf


Mr. Jerome Grafe, Mass Department of Environmental Protection
Ms. Christine Kirby, Mass Department of Environmental Protection
Mr. David Mohler, Chair, Boston MPO Planning & Programming Committee
Ms. Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning,
 
Ms. Anne Arnold, Manager, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit,
Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and mobile monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quality
Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator
Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway
Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environ. Program Manager
Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region
 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Delay Request Rejection
Metropolitan Planning Organization, 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program
Objection to Delays/Schedule
 
To all referenced above:
 
The original legal agreement that was made in 1990 to improve transit and extend the Green Line
to mitigate against the great harms caused by traffic projects in the city, has been egregiously
neglected for over two decades!  Not only have these mitigating projects been withheld, but in the
interim, several projects that have greatly increased traffic, pollution and decreased air quality have
been completed!  The harm in fact, has been greatly increased, while these mitigating transit
improvements have been neglected!
This pattern of the delay of these legally mandated projects is totally unacceptable and must stop! 
The Green Line extension must be built on a certain schedule that is acceptable to the residents
who will be served by the improvements.
Any delay in the GLX will have an adverse affect upon local and state economics during a
sustained period of economic recession.  Project delays will destroy the faith and credibility of our
current state government and its officials; as Governor Patrick and the Lieutenant Governor have
committed to complete the GLX.  It is incredible that the Fast14 Bridge project, a massive new
bridge on the Cape and the Route 128 mega-project have been advanced rapidly while a
sustainable, urban light rail project that is a legal mandate cannot be completed in over two
decades!
 
Sincerely,


Richard Nilsson


Principal


411A Highland Avenue Suite 326, Somerville, MA  02144-1538
P 617 623 1266 F 617 623 6066 M 857 928 6773
E richard.nilsson@nilssonassociates.us  www.nilssonassociates.us
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From: Matt Straayer
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: BFRT extention (Acton/Sudbury)
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:51:02 AM


David Mohler,


I am writing in support of efforts to extend the Bruce Freeman Rail
Trail through Acton as early as feasibly possible. I live in Acton
center and work in North Chelmsford, but so far have not been able to
bicycle to work due to safety issues on Route 27 in Acton. Extension
of the trail through Acton would allow me to ride more than 14 miles
of the 16 mile commute on dedicated access. In addition, my young
children look forward to enjoying the rail trail themselves. I
appreciate any efforts on your part to help make extending the rail
trail a reality for myself and my family.


Regards,


Matt Straayer
21 Minuteman Road
Acton, MA 01720
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From: Fred Moore
To: Mike Callahan
Subject: Re: Upcoming Meeting on Long Range Transportation Plan
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011 6:50:32 AM


There were long range transportation plans when I was in high school that I waited to be implemented
I supported government and taxation 


Now I am looking at the event horizon of my retirement 


I am still waiting 


We are stuck with a permanent planning culture that never builds anything except roads and more
roads 
And mountains of paper to keep desk jockeys employed for life


“You just look back in anger at the trains that never came 


And go round and round the “T” in circle game”


On 9/7/11 3:33 PM, "Mike Callahan" <mcallahan@ctps.org> wrote:


Public Notice
 
There will be a public meeting held this Friday from 8:30 to 10:00 AM about the Boston
Region MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan, Paths to a Sustainable Region (LRTP).
The draft document, now out for public review, can be found at this link: 
 
http://www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/3_programs/1_transportation_plan/plan_2035_draft_materials.html


This Friday’s meeting will  be held in the Training Room of the Hopkinton Fire Station,
73 Main Street, Hopkinton. This meeting, organized by Senator Spilka, is in addition to
three recent workshops on the LRTP conducted by the MPO. For more information or to
request special accommodation, such as an interpreter, please contact the MPO at: Voice
617-973-7141, TTY 617-973-7089, FAX 617-973-8855, email pwolfe@bostonmpo.org
(Pam Wolfe).
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From: Thomas Bailey
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Cc: tmichelman@comcast.net
Subject: Bruce Freeman Rail  Trail(BFRT)
Date: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 12:29:51 PM


Please keep Phase 2 of the BFRT in the 2021-2025 time slot of the Long-Range
Transportation Plan.
 
Tom Bailey
45 Upland Rd
Concord MA 01742
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From: Sara Zucker
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Reject MassDOT"s request to delay the completion of the Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:10:55 AM


I am writing to ask you not to further delay the extension of the Green Line.  The legal agreement that
was revised in 2000 stipulated completion in 2011. It was delayed to 2014, then to 2015, and now
further delays have been announced.


The Green Line Extension is an important project for sustainability, community health, and access, and
embodies the principles espoused by GreenDOT. Completing the project is also a legal obligation
under the Clean Air Act.  I hope that you will do whatever is necessary to keep this critical project on
track for completion by 2015.
 
Yours,
 
Sara Zucker
 
116 Hudson Street
Somerville, MA  02144
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From: PeterJohn Marquez
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; Meridith Levy
Subject: GREEN LINE DELAYS: WRITTEN COMMENT FROM COMMUNITY CORRIDOR PLANNING GROUP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:42:42 PM
Attachments: September 13 GLX Written Comments from CCP.docx


                                                                                                                    


September 13, 2011


 


To:


Mr. Jerome Grafe, MA DEP


Ms. Christine Kirpy, MA DEP


Mr. David Mohler, Chair, MPO Planning and Programming Committee


Ms. Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning


 
The Community Corridor Planning Group and its Advisory Team stands with the city
of Somerville and other local community groups to urge the state and federal
authorities to move forward on the Green Line extension (GLX) without delay – thus
enforcing the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston
MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.
 


Community Corridor Planning (CCP) is a grassroots participatory planning initiative
led by 16 resident members and coalition partners including Somerville Community
Corporation, Groundwork Somerville, Somerville Transportation Equity Partnership,
Friends of the Community Bike Path, and the Somerville Community Health Agenda. 
Since 2009, we have been hard at work to engage over 1000 residents of Somerville
in the visioning and planning of the GLX corridor in Somerville. 


 


Through door-knocking, house meetings, large community meetings, station design
workshops, land use envisioning workshops, interactive mapping, and other efforts
we have motivated hundreds of people who have traditionally felt disenfranchised
from public planning to get involved.  Many of those involved had not realized the
Green Line would be coming to Somerville until we knocked on their doors.  Our
work has given people the enthusiasm and civic spirit to restore people’s faith and
hope in true democratic participation.   A delay in the Green Line of this nature
threatens to disengage people from public participation and increase a
collective sense of skepticism in a way that severely undermines public
planning.  We have done our part over these last few years to contribute
organizational resources, time, and hundreds of volunteer hours to take part in this
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September 13, 2011





To:


Mr. Jerome Grafe, MA DEP


Ms. Christine Kirpy, MA DEP


Mr. David Mohler, Chair, MPO Planning and Programming Committee


Ms. Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning





The Community Corridor Planning Group and its Advisory Team stands with the city of Somerville and other local community groups to urge the state and federal authorities to move forward on the Green Line extension (GLX) without delay – thus enforcing the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.





Community Corridor Planning (CCP) is a grassroots participatory planning initiative led by 16 resident members and coalition partners including Somerville Community Corporation, Groundwork Somerville, Somerville Transportation Equity Partnership, Friends of the Community Bike Path, and the Somerville Community Health Agenda.  Since 2009, we have been hard at work to engage over 1000 residents of Somerville in the visioning and planning of the GLX corridor in Somerville.  





Through door-knocking, house meetings, large community meetings, station design workshops, land use envisioning workshops, interactive mapping, and other efforts we have motivated hundreds of people who have traditionally felt disenfranchised from public planning to get involved.  Many of those involved had not realized the Green Line would be coming to Somerville until we knocked on their doors.  Our work has given people the enthusiasm and civic spirit to restore people’s faith and hope in true democratic participation.   A delay in the Green Line of this nature threatens to disengage people from public participation and increase a collective sense of skepticism in a way that severely undermines public planning.  We have done our part over these last few years to contribute organizational resources, time, and hundreds of volunteer hours to take part in this exciting effort to include the community voice in this process, and request State and Federal authorities to uphold their end of the commitment by finishing the project without a delay beyond 2015. 





The green line corridor is already suffering from the increased traffic and the accompanying pollution that the GLX was designed to elevate. The GLX is a sustainable transportation project that will address traffic density and air quality by reducing car trips and curbing greenhouse gases. The State’s obligation under the Clean Air Act to complete the project by 2015 is an important factor driving CCP to ask the state to rescind the recently announced GLX schedule delay.  However, the project’s short and long-term economic benefits – realized both during construction and after completion – motivates our request as much or more.  





The stakes are high:  people stand to shorten their work day, and get to better jobs with the arrival of GLX, significantly increasing quality time home with families; asthma and other respiratory diseases may decline with more access to public transportation and decreased traffic congestion; school and community amenities could significantly improve with added money to the City budget with new economic development in response to the Green Line; small businesses are positioned to grow and thrive with the arrival of the Green Line.   Additional years of delay will be costly and burdensome to the entire community, both local and regional.  





On behalf of the citizens of Somerville, including people who operate businesses, raise families, and who work and play in this diverse and vibrate city, we respectfully ask that the GLX project be expedited and returned to the 2014 schedule as previously mandated. 


Sincerely,


Peter John Marquez
On Behalf of the Community Corridor Planning Advisory Team



Aly Lopez, 


John Robinson, 


Bernal Murillo, 


Leanne Darrigo, 


Karen Molloy, 


Danny McLaughlin, 


Claudia Rabino, 


Peter Marquez, 


Sal Islam, 


Rosemary Park, 


Rolare Dorville, 


Edson Lino, 


Mekdes Hagos, 


Lenora Deslandes, 


Santiago Rosas, 


Shelia Harris, 


Sarah Shugars, 


Josh Wairi, 


Jen Lawrence








Cc:


Ms. Anne Arnold, Manger, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit


Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and Mobile Monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quaility


Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator


Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway


Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environment Program Manager


Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1
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exciting effort to include the community voice in this process, and request State and
Federal authorities to uphold their end of the commitment by finishing the project
without a delay beyond 2015.
 


The green line corridor is already suffering from the increased traffic and the
accompanying pollution that the GLX was designed to elevate. The GLX is a
sustainable transportation project that will address traffic density and air quality by
reducing car trips and curbing greenhouse gases. The State’s obligation under the
Clean Air Act to complete the project by 2015 is an important factor driving CCP to
ask the state to rescind the recently announced GLX schedule delay.  However, the
project’s short and long-term economic benefits – realized both during construction
and after completion – motivates our request as much or more. 


 


The stakes are high:  people stand to shorten their work day, and get to better jobs
with the arrival of GLX, significantly increasing quality time home with families;
asthma and other respiratory diseases may decline with more access to public
transportation and decreased traffic congestion; school and community amenities
could significantly improve with added money to the City budget with new economic
development in response to the Green Line; small businesses are positioned to grow
and thrive with the arrival of the Green Line.   Additional years of delay will be costly
and burdensome to the entire community, both local and regional. 
 


On behalf of the citizens of Somerville, including the people who operate businesses,
raise families, and who work and play in this diverse and vibrate city, we
respectfully ask that the GLX project be expedited and returned to the 2014
schedule as previously mandated. 


Sincerely,


Peter John Marquez
On Behalf of the Community Corridor Planning Advisory Team


Aly Lopez,


John Robinson,


Bernal Murillo,


Leanne Darrigo,


Karen Molloy,


Danny McLaughlin,


Claudia Rabino,







Peter Marquez,


Sal Islam,


Rosemary Park,


Rolare Dorville,


Edson Lino,


Mekdes Hagos,


Lenora Deslandes,


Santiago Rosas,


Shelia Harris,


Sarah Shugars,


Josh Wairi,


Jen Lawrence


 


 


Cc:


Ms. Anne Arnold, Manger, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit


Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and Mobile Monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quaility


Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator


Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway


Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environment Program Manager


Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1








From: Judith Sprott
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Bruce Freeman Rail  Trail
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:46:41 AM


Dear Chairman Mohler and members of the MPO Transportation Planning and
Programming Committee:


I understand that once again we have an opportunity to comment on the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail.  I have presented the following points in the past and I think it is important to
say again that I oppose funding any further work on the proposed BFRT, especially in
Concord, for the following reasons:


1. For Concordians, this trail essentially comes from nowhere and goes nowhere that
anyone needs (or even wants) to go.  Whether or not it will ever be accepted
by Sudbury is not yet determined. 


2. I live near White Pond and I am extremely worried about how cyclists will behave
when they see such an inviting major kettle pond only 50 or so feet away.  White
Pond already has an abundance of nutrients causing accelerated eutrophication. 
White Pond is already a destination for fishing and other water recreations.  Erosion
and surface water run-off caused by visitors scrambling up and down the steep
banks is a major source of these nutrients.  The Town has made several major land
acquisitions, which lie between the shoreline of the pond and the trail, but the Town
cannot afford to monitor or maintain this land, leaving the pond vulnerable to
unmanaged use of both land and pond.  White Pond, despite its water quality
problems, is in pretty good shape and is worth preserving. 


3. I drive on Concord roads that do go where I need to go and I wish that they were
safe for me and other cyclists.  I would certainly support spending money to create
true commuting and recreational opportunities along our arterial streets for all
cyclists.


4. There are some serious unsolved problems for the trail in Concord and further
south:  the MBTA crossing in West Concord is a very large problem.  There seems to
be no solution that is safe, practical and won’t cause unfortunate problems for West
Concord.  To the south, whether or not it will ever be accepted by Sudbury is not yet
determined.  


5. There are some important values to the existing rail corridor that will be
compromised by making such a wide, paved road.  [In fact, the proposed design
would be wider and better paved than most of the streets around White Pond (and
I’m not complaining about our streets, they are part of our history).] For example,
the trail would pass through environmentally sensitive areas and impact the present
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uses of the existing corridor by humans and wildlife (not any special species, but the
ordinary plants and animals that are part of an ordinary neighborhood ecology).


6. I know that the Friends of the Bruce Freeman Trail speak with a loud, organized,
well-funded voice, but there are many other voices in Concord that have serious
problems with the proposed trail.  Some of us wish that the trail would just go away.
Others of us would at least like to see a design that adequately protects Concord
from the worst impacts of such a trail.


Sincerely,


Judith Sprott
43 White Avenue
Concord, MA 01742








From: Alex Epstein
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Reject the Boston Region MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and MassDOT"s request to delay Green Line Extension
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 10:22:33 PM


Ms. Jerome Grafe, Ms. Christine Kirby, Mr. David Mohler, and Ms. Katherine Fichter:


I am submitting my public comments in response to the Boston Region MPO review
of the 2012-2015 TIP and the LRTP, as well as regarding MassDEP's review of the
MassDOT request to delay the construction and commencement of the Green Line
Extension (GLX) to 2018-2020.


Specifically, I am writing to urge:


The Mass Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to reject MassDOT’s
request to delay the Green Line opening to 2018-2020
The Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to reject the
same delays that are contained within the 2012-2015 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


The tortured history of the GLX in the State Implementation Plan, legal obligations
under the Clean Air Act, dates to 1990.  It has been the state’s single largest
Transportation Control Measure (TCM) obligation under the State Implementation
Plan (SIP) for twenty years.  Federal Transportation Conformity Regulations require
that SIP TCMs like the Green Line Extension must be given funding and completion
priority by the region and state.  Thus the 30-year delay is beyond unacceptable--it
is illegal.


Failing to contruct the GLX on time as required by the SIP deprives clean transit to
the state's most health-burdened city, with regard to highway and rail pollution.
Currently only 15% of Somerville residents have access to rail; this will become 85%
with the GLX.  East Cambridge, Medford and Arlington are also on the line with this
project.  The Community Path, providing safe access to Green Line stations and
completing a bike and pedestrian route from Bedford to downtown Boston depends
on the GLX's timely construction. 


Moreover, the GLX is the epitome of the GreenDOT commitment: "GreenDOT will be
driven by three primary goals: reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; promote the
healthy transportation options of walking, bicycling, and public transit; and support
for smart growth development."  Failure to fund the on-time opening of the GLX
belies the validity of GreenDOT.  How can Fast14 and the Route 128 mega-highway
widening be funded while the most important GreenDOT project, the Green Line
Extension, is yet again delayed? 


Also note that failure to prioritize the GLX above all other transportation projects in
the TIP may jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding, a loss of $650
million per year.  And delaying the GLX will increase the project cost by at least $200
million, needlessly costing taxpayers statewide.  Governor Patrick committed to build
the Green Line Extension during his term in office, and it is imperative that this
commitment be fulfilled.
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Again, I urge MassDEP and the Boston Region MPO to REJECT MassDOT's request to
delay the GLX opening, and to REJECT the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP.


Sincerely,
Alex Epstein
Somerville, MA 02143


cc: 


Ms. Anne Arnold, Manager, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit


Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and mobile monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quality


Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator


Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway


Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environ. Program Manager


Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1
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From: thegroundup@comcast.net
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Bruce Freeman Rail  trail
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 1:22:13 PM


I attended the MPO meeting in the spring held at the Concord town hall and found your presentation to
be concise and very clear. I walked away from that meeting understanding how much money is needed
in general to make our roads safe. The Bruce Freeman rail trail is NOT a good use of funds. It was so
clear to me that I believed, wrongly, that we would not have to continue to fight the battle against the
BFRT supporters. The State should NOT fund Concord's rail trail. If Concord wants this trail, it should be
paid for by Concord. The State should continue to focus making roads safe and accessible to everyone,
we do not need additional paved trails.
I thank the MPO for all your time and efforts and hope you will not allocate any of the State funds to
the BFRT.
Sincerely,
Candace Young
384 Powder Mill Road
Concord, MA
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry
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From: taryn j
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; david.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Reject the Delay for the Green Line Extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:01:01 PM


To whom it may concern,


I am writing this note in order to urge you to reject the delay of the green line extension through
Somerville.  The green line extension is not only vital to the city in regards to community development,
but it is also a necessity for the environment.  The city of Somerville is the densest in all of New England
so this extension also brings more accessable public transportation to a very large community.  


The consistent delays for this project are quite frankly embarrassing and detrimental to the state and
the environment and I urge you to reject the delays and to demand transparency and funding for this
project.


Best,
Taryn LaFlamme
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From: Matthias Siebler
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Reverse the Green Line Delay
Date: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 10:55:25 AM


Hello: 


I am writing to protest the Massachusetts’s recent efforts to further delay the Green
Line extension.  The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air
Act.  I urge the State to meet its legal and environmental obligations by keeping the
project to its December 31, 2014 deadline.   Full funding must be identified in the
Boston MPO’s 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement  Program (TIP) and in the
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 
  
Delaying the GLX would:


Needlessly cost taxpayers statewide an extra $200 million - or more - plus the
added costs of air quality mitigation to offset the new delays.  
Jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding - $650 million per year!
Delay the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and built
together.


  
The project is a wonderful transportation project that will help curb greenhouse gases
and provide economic opportunities regionally and to the State.  I would also like to
add that as a resident of Somerville we have put a huge effort to plan our city's
budget and development in anticipation of the green line ; and to delay it will set back
many important development projects ; and our schools need the tax money from
those projects. 


Sincerely, 


Matthias David Siebler 
6 Gibbens Street 
Somerville, Massachusetts 
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From: Sally Elliott
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Bruce Freeman Railtrail...
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 11:46:27 PM


 To whom it may concern,
  I do not feel that the Bruce Freeman Railtrail is a worthwhile project in Concord! The cost is is pro-
hibitive for what you get...a wide expanse of concrete through what used to be beatiful woods with
narrow paths through swamps and wildlife areas...no money is provided for upkeep, which would be
prohibitive, given our lengthy and snowy winters and short spring and summer...in the fall, the
constantly falling leaves would be dangerous for all if not swept up, which they would not be, since
there is no money for that kind of up-keep!  Then,there is the problem of public faciitlies along the trail,
since human waste
would not be good for the surrounding woods and homes...no money is included for this, either!
The moeny would be better spent to upgrade current roads so bike ride could really commute to work...
the current through the woods does not go to any workplace!
 Given the current economy, I believe the money could be much better spent on things we really need!
 Sally Elliott 
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From: John Roland Elliott
To: publicinformation@ctps.org; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us;


david.mohler@state.ma.us; katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Comment on Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program and Long Range Transportation


Plan --- Green Line Extension to Medford Hillside
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:48:13 PM
Attachments: oledata.mso


To:                  The Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization


Subject:       2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program and Long Range Transportation Plan


 


The delays in the Green Line Extension to Medford and Somerville embodied in MassDOT’s Annual
Report are unacceptable, unjustifiable, indefensible and in violation of the law. As such, you must
reject MassDOT’s plans to delay the Extension yet again or else become accomplices to their
failures. Kindly redouble your support and increase COMPLETE funding for the ENTIRE project
including the final mile to Route 16 / Mystic Valley Parkway by the close of 2014.


The Green Line Extension has been delayed repeatedly in the few years I have been following its
trajectory. In the twenty-two years since its origin, it has been scheduled for completion in 2011,
2014, 2015 and now 2018-2020. Time has come to discontinue this pointless charade and either


1)       accept the requirement for service to Medford Hillside by the close of 2014 and get on with
meeting that requirement or


2)       toss concern for air quality to the wind and resign ourselves to  ALL Federal transportation
funding being withheld as direct consequence of the Commonwealth’s failure to meet its
obligations.


In the polite vernacular, it’s time to “paint or get off the ladder”, where “paint” constitutes
beginning, in earnest, sincere efforts to construct a Green Line Extension with a terminus at Route
16 / Mystic Valley Parkway, a terminus which uniquely satisfies the requirement. It is time to


1)       admit that Route 16 / Mystic Valley Parkway meets the Medford Hillside requirement and
that no station short of it does;


2)       note that Transit-Oriented Development can occur at Route 16 / MVP but not at College
Avenue;


3)       accept that a terminus at College Avenue serves a population, the Tufts community, that
least needs it, and neglects the Environmental Justice areas that a terminus at Route 16 /
MVP serves;


4)       properly account for the cost of the Maintenance Facility, which will support the entire
Green Line, as a general operational expense of the Green Line rather than a burden to be
borne by the Extension;


5)       acknowledge that assuming the cost of the Lechmere Station relocation (previously to be
funded by a private developer) and redesign of the Brickbottom area (in order to treat an
affected community fairly) is an inflation in scope that should not be paid for by offsetting
reductions in service to other communities;


6)       recognize that, with a global economy, the skills needed to construct railroads may best be
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found in Europe or Asia and, if Gilbane or VHB are not capable of constructing a five-mile
railroad in a pre-existing right-of-way within a reasonable schedule with a manageable
budget, perhaps it’s time to consider other avenues.


Alternatively, the Commonwealth can “get off the ladder” and stop pretending that it will ever
meet the requirements it accepted in the current SIP. With that action it can forego ALL Federal
Transportation monies and sacrifice the environmental benefits, rider time savings and automobile
cost-of-ownership reductions those monies promote.


It is clear which of these is preferable. As an agency with no small interest in the environment and
in the concerns of the public transportation ridership, I would hope that you would


1)       evaluate and publicize the environmental advantages of a complete Green Line Extension
to Route 16 / MVP, especially as it compares with a foreshortened Green Line Extension;


2)       take what action you can to encourage full funding of the project to Route 16 / MVP;


3)       reject MassDOT’s plan to delay, yet again, this legally-mandated commitment.


 


Regards,


John Roland Elliott
34 Emery Street
Medford Hillside, MA
02155-5307


 


 








From: rostampour.sara@gmail.com on behalf of Sara Rostampour
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Reversing the GLX Delay
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 5:26:51 PM


Hello,


I live in Somerville near Inman Square and am a daily, year-round bike commuter. I
am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX).  The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air
Act.  I urge the State to meet its legal and environmental obligations (SIP air quality
and federal Transportation Conformity Measures) by keeping the project to its
December 31, 2014 deadline.   Full funding must be identified in the Boston MPO’s
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement  Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
The GLX project is a wonderful transportation project that helps neighboring
communities be more vibrant, livable places for people of all income levels. The
benefits of this will be long-lasting and profound. Please do what you can to support
it.


Thank you.


Sincerely,
Sara Rostampour
116 Concord Ave #1
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Elisabeth Bayle
To: publicinformation@ctps.org; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us;


david.mohler@state.ma.us; katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov
Subject: Comment on Boston MPO Long Range Transportation Plan and 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement


Program -- Green Line Extension to Route 16
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:58:42 AM


I bought a home in Medford Hillside, the area that by legal mandate is to be served by the Green
Line Extension, in 1987. Before that I lived for 4 years just on the other side of the hill, which
happens to be in Somerville. So I have lived in this area for 28 years, 24 of those as a homeowner.
 
I have worked hard to support the Green Line Extension to Route 16, not only for my own benefit,
but because of the substantial long-term benefits of the project to residents of Medford,
Somerville, and surrounding communities. The binding legal obligation to build the Green Line
Extension is primarily concerned with air quality (that will NOT be improved if the Green Line
Extension stops at College Ave., which is NOT in Medford Hillside). There are also extremely
important benefits in the area of environmental justice, transit-oriented economic development,
safer and more efficient transportation, and health benefits associated with more walking and
biking to stations and use of the Community Path. These are benefits that will accrue to
generations to come and build a foundation for economic growth and a sustainable future.
 
I am extremely distressed by the continuing inexplicable delays in the Green Line Extension project
(which has been studied and planned since at least the 1970s), the nonsensical division of the
project into two phases which wastes resources and almost guarantees that the Extension will
never get to Route 16 (Medford Hillside), and the handling of public comments and communication
to the affected communities, which has been almost perverse in its unexplained reverses and
counter-factual failure to acknowledge that College Ave. is NOT Medford Hillside and is NOT a
viable location for the Green Line Extension terminus even if you call it a “temporary” one.
 
There have already been significant delays in meeting the legal obligation to extend the Green Line
to Medford Hillside, with the planned completion moved from 2011 to 2014. The current delays
put the completion between 2018 and 2020. Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline
of December 31, 2014, not only puts Massachusetts at risk of not garnering any federal funding for
this project, but of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects. The harm this
would cause hardly needs to be enumerated.
 
I urge you in the strongest terms to resurrect this essential project by supporting full funding of the
entire Green Line Extension to Route 16 in one phase, meeting the legal obligation to bring the
Green Line to Medford Hillside by December 31, 2014. The I-93 Fast14 Bridge Replacement project
proved that where there is focus and commitment, amazing infrastructure improvements can be
accomplished in a timely manner and within budget. Please reject any further delays in the Green
Line Extension to Route 16.
 
Sincerely,
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Elisabeth Bayle
Medford Hillside resident
 
 








From: Jared Worful
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: SIP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 2:32:43 PM


To: Jerome Grafe,
Christine Kirby, David
Mohler, Katherine Fichter,
MPO staff


Re: SIP Transit
Commitments, Boston
MPO 2012-2015 TIP,
Boston MPO LRTP


From: Jared M. Worful


127 Elm St. #1


Somerville, MA 02144


As a Somerville resident, I
am writing to request that
the Mass Department of
Environmental Protection
(DEP) reject MassDOT's
request to delay the
Green Line opening to
2018-2020.  


I also request that the
Boston Region
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) reject
the delays that are
contained within the
2012-2015 Transportation
Improvement Program
(TIP) and Long Range
Transportation Plan
(LRTP). And completion of
the RT- 16 station should
be legally included in any
language that approves
any additional time
delays.


Thank you for your time
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and consideration of this
matter,


Jared M. Worful








From: Steve Mulder
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Comments on Green Line Extension delay, SIP, TIP, LRTP
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2011 11:15:03 AM


To whom it may concern -


I am writing to express my deep disappointment, shock, and outrage at the additional recently
announced delay of the Green Line Extension.


I urge you to reject the delay and reject the TIP and LRTP that reflect this delay. I urge federal and
state entities to enforce the legal and environmental obligations that this project represents.


The delay from 2011 to 2014 was frustrating. The delay from 2014 to 2015 was disappointing. A new
proposed delay of another 4-5 years is simply unacceptable. The people of Somerville, Medford, and
Cambridge have been patient, and we have been collaborative, and we have been understanding. But
we cannot accept a delay to 2019 or 2020, and we will not stop making our voices heard on this critical
issue.


Honor your commitment: open the entire Green Line by 2014.


This project is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. It has been the most important SIP obligation
for years and as such must be given highest priority for funding and construction, but has not been
treated that way by the state. Over recent years, the state has slowed design progress and most
important, has avoided showing realistic funding sources and a timely completion schedule. MassDOT
has consistently missed promised deadlines, consistently avoided answering tough but valid questions,
and consistently pretended that the project is on track and on schedule. The TIP and LRTP do not show
full funding, do not show a schedule for completion by the legal deadline, and do not show potential
interim replacement projects. The state cannot continue to pretend it can ignore these legal
commitments.


The Green Line Extension is a sustainable project perfectly aligned with GreenDOT, and its benefits to
the public health are universally acknowledged. Research is clearly showing the benefits of public transit
over auto pollution in our densely populated city. Without this project, we will see a rise in childhood
asthma rates and mortality rates related to lung cancer and heart disease. If the state truly believes in
the title of the LRTP ("Paths to a Sustainable Region"), it's time to walk the talk and prove it.


Financially, it makes no sense to delay the Green Line. First, the project itself will cost $200 million
more, as MassDOT admits. Second, the delay means the state is obligated to create new interim offset
projects that provide the same air quality benefits, which will clearly cost even more. Third, if the state
can't execute these interim offset projects in time, $650 million in federal funding per year is at risk.
Fourth, the project is vital for economic development all along the route, and a delayed opening means
delayed economic growth. Whether the Green Line Extension is built now or later, the state needs to
find the funding. Better to do this now for less money than later for much more.


Breaking this legal obligation and delaying the Green Line has dire consequences all around. It will
affect the public health. It will cost us all more. It could cost the state a great deal of federal funding. It
will dampen economic development. It will shatter the public trust.


Honor your commitment: open the entire Green Line by 2014.


Thank you for gathering and reading this important feedback from the public you serve.


Steve Mulder
42 Stone Ave
Somerville, MA
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From: Lisa Brukilacchio
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us;


publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: SIP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:06:57 PM


To: Jerome Grafe, Christine Kirby, David Mohler, Katherine Fichter, MPO staff


Re: SIP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP


From:  Lisa Brukilacchio, 16 Holyoke Rd, Somerville, MA 02144


 


The Green Line Extension  (GLX) project represents many promises—most of them broken or
crumbling at this critical time. Based on recent turns in the various state processes, I am writing to
request that the Mass Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) reject MassDOT's request to
delay the Green Line opening to 2018-2020.  The communities impacted by the GLX have waited
long enough.


 


From a legal perspective, GLX is the obligation of the state under the Clean Air Act, essentially a
promise from the state to the federal government that the Green Line Extension will be given
priority by the region and the state for funding and construction. Currently, the TIP and the LRTP
do not reflect the intention of this legal obligation. I request that the Boston Region Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) reject the delays that are contained within the 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). And
any such agreement that contains any delay should legally require the completion of the Rt 16
station as part of the GLX, as this is the station that serves the most noted environmental justice
populations in the target area.


From an environmental health perspective, the GLX project was a promise to reduce the negative
environmental impacts of heavy vehicular traffic going through Somerville on Rt 1-93 and to
reduce regional ozone levels. Somerville is already disproportionally impacted by traffic and
diesel rail pollution, the most impacted in the state. Also, the GLX light rail system, in conjunction
with the Red and Orange line stops will provide reasonable transit access to 85% of Somerville
residents—in contrast to the current 15%, providing transportation options to work, school and
recreational destinations. Based on our experience when the Davis Square station opened, we
know that Somervillans take their T seriously and will walk and/or bike to stations that are integral
to residential neighborhoods.


Economically, the promises of the GLX dwindle as we have watched the cost projections go up
with each prior delay. The delays in the GLX impact the other developments that are intertwined
with this project, most notably the Community Path extension which is tied at the hip to this
project both concretely due to construction contingencies and economically as it is challenging to
fund as the GLX timeframe continues to erode. On a broader scale, the continued delay on the SIP
jeopardizes the state’s federal transportation funding.


The GLX has stalled long enough and it is time to get a shovel in the ground. The advantage of
having the existing rail corridor location should allow for significant portions of the work to begin,
even if the land acquisition for some of the stations is in progress. Any delays related to the
maintenance facility should not be allowed to delay the GLX as that was not part of the SIP
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agreement and should not strangle the rest of the project.


We trust that the state will do the right thing—but it is challenging to believe any promises from
the state based on the extended public process around the GLX at this point. We have invested
time, money and considerable energies to be responsive to the state. It would be absurd to have
this situation require yet another law suit to have the state honor its promise to the federal
government and the people of the Commonwealth.


Cc:


Ms. Anne Arnold, Manager, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit 


Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and mobile monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quality


Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator


Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway 


Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environ. Program Manager


Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1,








From: C Wagner
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; david.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Comments on Green Line Extention - thanks
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:34:58 PM


Dear DOT/EPA and MA officials:
 
I wanted to write to you to say thanks for the work that you have individually and collectively put in so
far into the Bikepath that goes with the Green Line Extension.  I imagine you'll be seeing some 'protests'
today and getting some emails and letters in the near future.  I hope you'll remember
that those emotions come from well-intentioned folks who want this project to succeed - and want
your work to come to completion too.  We basically share a mission of being in our positions to make
the Boston metro area a better place.
 
I attended a meeting back in the spring in your Boston conference room.  My perspective is that this
work, when it's completed will be one of the better, cheaper-to-complete legacies in your careers.  It's
true I don't know the actors behind getting the Minuteman Bikepath done, but not a day goes by that I
don't walk or ride along it and thank the unsung heroes who made that one happen - perhaps some of
you were connected with that also.  The Minuteman Path also nearly didn't happen and many
complained before it got done.  Now it is a great selling point of the communities it goes through and
we're thankful to it's implementors for being courageous, like you.
 
Regards,
 
Carl Wagner
cawagner@hotmail.com
 
daily biker on minuteman
future (hopefully) daily biker on your path
Arlington resident
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From: Growingcenter@aol.com
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: SIP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 9:39:41 AM


To: Jerome Grafe, Christine Kirby, David Mohler, Katherine Fichter, MPO staff"
 
As a Somerville resident, I am writing to request that the Mass Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
reject MassDOT's request to delay the Green Line opening to 2018-2020. 
 
I also request that the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) reject the delays that are contained
within the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
And completion of the RT- 16 station should be legally included in any language that approves any additional time
delays.
 
Sincerely yours,
Aileen Bellwood, 37R Oak Street, Somerville
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From: Dorie Clark
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; 


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Comments on Proposed Delay of Green Line Extension
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011 10:51:59 AM


Dear Mass DEP officials and MPO members, 


As a longtime Somerville resident, I am writing to urge to you to please:


(Mass DEP): Reject MassDOT’s request to delay the Green Line opening to 2018-
2020
(MPO): Reject the same delays that are contained within the 2012-2015 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP).


It is no secret that in 2000, the Green Line Extension was promised to Somerville residents by this year, 
2011. Then it was 2014, then 2015. And now 2018-2020 – or whenever? Our city has made development 
plans based on these promises and it's extremely detrimental that MassDOT is now proposing even more 
delays (of unclear duration). In fact, I bought my condo in East Somerville in 2005, with the full 
expectation that Green Line access would be imminent. Quite personally, I feel the impact of this 
proposed delay and I urge you to reject it. Somerville has waited long enough and we need your help to 
compel the state to do what it promised. 


Thank you,
Dorie Clark
39 Franklin St. #4
Somerville


* Author of the forthcoming What's Next?: The Art of Reinventing Your Personal Brand (Harvard Business 
Review Press, 2012) *


Dorie Clark
Clark Strategic Communications
39 Franklin St. #4
Somerville, MA 02145
Google Voice: 617-942-1598
dorie@dorieclark.com
www.dorieclark.com 
www.twitter.com/dorieclark
HBR: http://hbr.org/search/Dorie%25252520Clark/ 
HuffPo: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dorie-clark/
Podcast: http://dorieclark.podomatic.com  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/dorieclark 
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From: Natasha Burger
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.go; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; 


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: SIP Transit Commitments, The Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:44:08 PM


To whom it may concern:


I am writing to reject MassDOT’s request to delay the Green Line opening to 2018-2020. I 
am opposed to the same delays that are contained within the 2012-2015 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


I am a Somerville resident and I believe in making the Green Line Extension happen 
ASAP. This project is important to me because it supports improvements in my city's 
health and financial future. I am also in support of the Community Path Extension. 


SUSTAINABILITY. It is important to remember that the Green Line Extension is a 
great, sustainable transportation project.  It’s light rail that will provides clean transit 
to the city most health-burdened by highway and diesel commuter rail pollution. 85% of 
Somerville residents will have access to rail and many of our neighbors in East 
Cambridge, Medford and Arlington will have access to new light rail. It will also integrate 
with the Community Path, providing convenient access to Green Line stations and 
completing a bike and pedestrian route from Bedford to downtown Boston.  The Green 
Line Extension fully embodies the principles espoused by GreenDOT*. 


THE GREEN LINE IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT.  It has been 
the state’s single largest Transportation Control Measure (TCM) obligation under the State 
Implementation Plan (SIP) for twenty years.  Thus, it is a binding legal obligation under 
the Clean Air Act.  Federal Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP TCMs 
like the Green Line Extension must be given funding and completion priority by the region 
and state. 


Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding sources 
and timely completion of the Green Line Extension in both the 2012 – 2015 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP).  Currently the TIP shows less than 50% of the money and less than 50% 
of the Green Line Extension being completed by the legal deadline of 2014.


The Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP “Paths to a Sustainable Region” fail to 
meet both the “fiscal constraint” requirement for full funding and the “environmental” 
requirement for timely completion of the SIP TCMs.  And, beyond the binding legal 
obligations, MassDOT and the Commonwealth have failed over and over again to 
meet promised deadlines given to the Green Line Extension communities.  Citizens 
deserve greater respect.
 


FUNDING, TIMING and TRANSPARENCY.  The Green Line Extension communities have 
repeatedly welcomed project staff from MassDOT, the MBTA and their consultants.  
Cooperation, rapport and enthusiasm have generally been high on both sides whenever 
people have rolled up their sleeves to tackle project details.  


Please put the Green Line Extension back on track for 2015 or earlier!


Thank you,
Natasha Burger
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Somerville Resident








From: dldeangelis@comcast.net
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Comments on the Transportation Long Range Plan
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:08:00 PM


To the attention of David Mohler, Chair, Transportation Planning and Programming
Committee, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150, Boston, MA
 
David,
Thank you for the  opportunity to comment on the Transportation departments long
range plan.  I'm a Concord MA resident of 26 years, and have lived in the state of
Massachusetts since 1976.  Prior to moving to the "suburbs" I lived in the city for
almost 8 years.  
 
I'm an avid supporter of public transportation and in fact ride the subway and
commuter rail daily to work downtown. However, I would like to state that given the
limited resources that the state has to spend on transportation over the next 10-15
years  and the almost criminal state of the lack of investment in
infrastructure/maintenance of the trains, rails, subways....we should be prioritizing our
dollars to those things that will get more people using public transportation.   
 
The Bruce Freeman Rail trail should not be part of the long term plan.  Although
dubbed as helping to reduce emissions, the fact is the trail will primarily be a
recreational pathway.  Constructing it after 30 + years after the rail has
been abandoned,  will actually have a negative impact by "paving"  what has been
reclaimed by nature.  Estimates for the build are about a million a mile, with safety
issues crossing the Commuter Rail and downtown West Concord, still to be resolved. 
Given the State's economic condition, it would be irresponsible to divert money to
recreational paths, while leaving our crumbling infrastructure unattended.  It's
ridiculous to think that any sizable number of people will find biking to work year
round in New England feasible, given the snow, ice and darkness of the winter
months, not to mention that the path runs North/South not East toward Boston where
the majority of the people work. 
 
I hope you will take these issues into consideration when finalizing the plan and defer
or eliminate the funding for the Bruce Freeman Recreational Path until the State has
met its more fundamental transportation obligations. 
 
Thank you.
Donna DeAngelis
368 Old Marlboro Road
Concord, MA
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From: Emily Arkin
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Somerville Green Line Extension
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011 9:30:57 AM


To Whom It May Concern at Boston MPO Staff:
I am utterly dismayed and disappointed to hear of the latest delay to
the planned green line extension. Somerville has more than our fair
share of Greater Boston's rail lines and only one subway station to
show for it. We have been waiting patiently for this development since
I moved to Somerville 15 years ago. Investing infrastructure to aid
the growth of our area is also essential in this economic climate. I
strongly urge you to reconsider any delay of this project.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Emily Arkin
36 Oxford St.
Somerville MA
02143
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From: John Wilde
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Somerville Green line extension delay
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:21:55 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension
(GLX).   I have been a homeowner in Somerville for 12 years.  My family is directly
impacted by the on-going delays to bring the green line to Somerville, even after so many
assurances have been made.  I understand that there is a legal obligation to extend the green
line into Somerville.  Apparently, contractual agreements mean nothing to government
agencies, (only to us lowly tax payers).  What this means to me is the inability to make future
projections about my property value and creates uncertainly about future predictions for my
immediate area.  Your inability to act greatly impacts me, as one of the new stations is
supposed to be situated only one block away at Lowell Street.
 
There always seems to be dollars available for highway funding and road re-paving, which
increase the amount of cars going into Boston.  We need intelligent decision making to
provide clean air alternatives to extend and improve both public transportation and the ability
to bicycle and walk to destinations in the Boston metro area.  The extension of the Green line
needs to include the extension of the Community Path through Somerville connecting to
Cambridge and Boston.  Extending the Community Path would, in fact, have a massive
positive impact to the quality of life in Somerville and would vastly improve opportunities
for alternative means of commuting and recreation.
 
Please extend the both the green line and the community path!
 
Sincerely,
 
John Wilde
224 Highland Avenue
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Sarah Shugars
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Comments regarding the GLX
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 8:39:52 AM


To whom it may concern,
I was deeply upset to hear that the state is planing further delays on the green line
and failing to meet its SIP transit commitments and legal obligation.  Not only is this project
essential to improving health in Somerville, failure to meet these legal obligations could jeopardize the
State’s federal transportation funding, a loss of $650 million per year.


Additionally, the delay of the Green Line would have a serious economic impact regionally - denying a
key regional transit link for employers, universities, research centers and residents; missing the valuable
opportunity to create much needed construction jobs; and costing taxpayers across the state $200
million or more, plus the costs of required air quality mitigation to offset the delay. These costs are
simply unacceptable and can be easily mitigated by pushing forward with the green line and sticking
with the original timeline.


Other regions around the country including Salt Lake City, Utah and Dallas, Texas have recently built
light rail on time and sometimes under budget, and I have every confidence that the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts can do the same.


Thank you,
Sarah Shugars


342 Lowell St.
Somerville, MA
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From: Kristine Lessard and Andy Brandt
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Community Path and Green Line Extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:41:13 PM


Dear Officials,
Please uphold the State's commitment to the environment and the health of
our citizens by funding the Community Path and the Green Line Extension.
I am a lifelong user of public transportation, taking the MBTA bus from
Lynn to Peabody during my high school years, becoming a stalwart of the
450 bus from Lynn to downtown Boston during my college years, and taking
the T for all kinds of activities in Boston ever since moving to
Somerville in 1989.
It is incredibly inconvenient to use public transportation to get downtown
from Union Square.  I need to either walk 25 mins. to one of 3 subway
stations, or wait for a bus outdoors.  Otherwise, I find myself driving
and parking, even though it would only be a short ride if we had a T stop
nearby.
When the Green Line Extension is built, residents will be able to actually
live car-free, or nearly so, while getting around without a hassle. This
would make a real difference to pollution levels, and the health of our
community.
We moved to this neighborhood in 1994.  In all honesty we thought the
Green Line station would already be up and running by 2011.
I urge you to meet your legal and moral obligations by putting the highest
priority on this project.
Regards,
Kristine Lessard
37 Walnut Street
Somerville, MA
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From: Don MacKenzie
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Somerville MA Green Line Extension
Date: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 9:04:34 PM


I was dismayed to learn recently that the Green Line Extension through Somerville has been delayed
until at least 2020. This 30 year delay is unacceptable for a project that is an integral part of the
region's air quality management plan.  The Green Line extension would be an important improvement
to the livability of our local community, by increasing availability of additional transportation choices and
improving local and regional air quality. It seems ridiculous that we would be foregoing an investment
like this precisely at the time when the construction jobs would be most welcome within the region.


Don MacKenzie
dwm@mit.edu
(206) 794-0189
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From: Jane Sauer
To: Mr. Jerome Grafe, Mass Department of Environmental Protection ; Ms. Christine Kirby, Mass Department of


Environmental Protection; "Mr. David Mohler"@davdjans.net; Chair@davdjans.net; David.mohler@state.ma.us;
Ms. Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning; Boston MPO Staff


Cc: Ms. Anne Arnold, Manager, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit; Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and mobile
monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quality; Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator; Ms.
Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway; Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning
and Environ. Program Manager; Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1


Subject: Completion of the Green Line Extension by 2014
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 7:58:48 AM


By means of this letter I'm urging the completion of  the Green Line
Extension by 2014.


The City of Somerville has been on hold in terms of rapid transit for
the last forty years. Five commuter rail or MBTA lines cut through
Somerville, but there is only one stop in Somerville. Many Somerville
residents are exposed daily to diesel rail from up to 200 diesel
commuter and freight trains and up to a quarter of a million vehicles on
I-93 and routes 28 and 38.


Many, many Somerville residents have attended and testified at MPO
meetings and have sent written testimony in support of including the
Green Line Extension to Somerville and Medford in the 2012 TIP.


The Green Line Extension is a legal obligation under the
Clean Air Act; it has been a Commonwealth obligation for 20 years. 
Further delay could jeopardize the Commonwealth's federal transportation
funding -- a loss of $650 million per year.


Jane Sauer
25 Hancock Street
Somerville MA 02144
js@davdjans.net
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From: Dianne Haas
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: rnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; 


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Somerville, MA Green Line Extension Delay
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011 9:05:41 AM


To all concerned,


The latest delay is unacceptable for all the reasons stated by the Somerville Transportation Equity 
Partnership (STEP) and published on


their website: www.somervillestep.org.  There is no point in me reiterating the reasons, the illegalities, etc. 


Sincerely,


Dianne Haas   4 Jerome St., Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Rachel Burckardt
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: Friends of the Community Path
Subject: Delay in the schedule of the Green Line Project
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:13:32 AM


Dear Mr. Mohler, Ms. Fichter, Mr. Grafe, Ms. Kirby, et. al,
 
I am writing to express my disappointment that the Green Line project (GLX) will be
delayed.  Like all of you and so many others, I know this is a great transportation
project that shows the promise of heavy use and related environmental and
economic benefits.  And like all of you, I share the dream of seeing the GLX become
a reality as soon as feasibly possible.
 
This project is important to me for two major reasons.  First, as a resident of the
Inman Square area of Cambridge, I look forward to taking the Green Line directly
from my office at Parsons Brinckerhoff on Arlington Street in Boston out to Union
Square in Somerville, and then taking a pleasant walk to my home.  My second
reason is that, as a transportation professional, I really believe this is the most
promising transportation project in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  I have
become particularly familiar with this project and the technical details of the project
corridors, having worked as a civil engineer for PB on five projects spanning the last
20 years.  Working for clients including the MBTA, MassDOT, and Pan Am Railways,
these projects have constructed drainage infrastructure and began the planning and
design for the existing GLX concept. 
 
After the recent change of consultants, my "paid gig" on the project has ended.  But
that has not ended my continued involvement and support for the project.  I have
been actively involved on a volunteer basis with the Friends of the Community Path
lending my expertise and "institutional knowledge" of the GLX corridor to help
encourage the HDR/Gilbane team come up with the best and most cost-effective
way to integrate this innovative "feeder facility" that will funnel non-motorized
transportation modes (i.e., biking and walking) to 4 of the 7 proposed GLX stations. 
I have met separately with the HDR/Gilbane team to also discuss their overall
concept for the transit systems (rail, traction power, AC power) developed during my
paid tenure on the project.  I have also proposed suggestions to the HDR/Gilbane
team to minimize costs and construction duration by such things as minimizing
modifications to the existing storm drainage system installed in 1991 and with which
I am quite familiar having witnesses its installation by the MBTA's contractor.
 
Others will write about the Commonwealth's commitments regarding GLX.  I know
all of you are very aware of those commitments, and I'll let the other writers address
those aspects.
 
But I am writing to share my personal commitment to this project.  Whether I am
paid as a consultant or volunteering as a citizen supporter, I will continue working to
make the GLX a reality. 
 
So I ask the same commitment of all of you personally.  Let me suggest two ways:  
1)  I ask all of you to take seriously the Commonwealth's commitments and
endeavor to demonstrate to the public that the Commonwealth is making every
effort to expedite the completion of the project.
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2)  As I personally know many on the professionals on the HDR/Gilbane team, I ask
you to challenge them to think creatively on expediting delivery.  In my meetings
with HDR/Gilbane, I know they have begun thinking along these lines. But don't let
them be satisfied by their efforts to date.  Get your money's worth out of this team! 
The MassDOT/MBTA Board selected this team for their expertise in construction
program management and I personally know of their experience, so I urge you to
keep challenging them!  I want to hear of a feasible scenario that will hasten the
day that I can take a one-seat ride home on the Green Line. 
 
Thank you for reading my comments.
 
Very truly yours,
 
Rachel J. Burckardt, PE
f/k/a John F. Burckardt, PE
Civil and Transportation Engineer
 
1429 Cambridge Street #1
Cambridge, MA  02139
(617) 504-5400
rachy.rb2@gmail.com
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From: Jonathan Buck
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Stop delaying the Green Line Extension
Date: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 12:29:07 PM


To whom it may concern,


The continued delays of this project are now bordering on the absurd.


1) The original legal agreement in 1990 to extend the Green Line was
revised in 2000 for planned completion in 2011. Then it was delayed to
2014 in revisions to the State Implementation Plan (SIP), legal
obligations under the Clean Air Act.  Then last year MassDOT said the
Green Line Extension (GLX) would not open until 2015. Now, they have
announced even more delays, to 2018 to 2020! This is unacceptable.


2) It is important to remember that the Green Line Extension is a
great, sustainable transportation project.  It is light rail that will
provide clean transit to the city most health-burdened by highway and
diesel commuter rail pollution in the Commonwealth. 85% of Somerville
residents will have access to rail  (compared to 25% now) and many of
our neighbors in East Cambridge, Medford and Arlington will have
access to new light rail. It will also integrate with the Community
Path, providing convenient pedestrian and bike access to Green Line
stations.  The Green Line Extension fully embodies the principles
espoused by GreenDOT, of which DOT has not embraced in practice up to
this point.


3) THE GREEN LINE IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT.  It
has been the state’s single largest Transportation Control Measure
(TCM) obligation under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) for twenty
years.  Thus, it is a binding legal obligation under the Clean Air
Act.  Federal Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP
TCMs like the Green Line Extension must be given funding and
completion priority by the region and state.


4) Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show
realistic funding sources and timely completion of the Green Line
Extension in both the 2012 – 2015 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  Currently the
TIP shows less than 50% of the money and less than 50% of the Green
Line Extension being completed by the legal deadline of 2014.


5) The Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP “Paths to a
Sustainable Region” fail to meet both the “fiscal constraint”
requirement for full funding and the “environmental” requirement for
timely completion of the SIP TCMs.  And, beyond the binding legal
obligations, MassDOT and the Commonwealth have failed over and over
again to meet promised deadlines given to the Green Line Extension
communities.


6) The Green Line Extension communities have repeatedly welcomed
project staff from MassDOT, the MBTA and their consultants.
Cooperation, rapport and enthusiasm have generally been high on both
sides whenever people have rolled up their sleeves to tackle project
details.  However, MassDOT has too often been coy and tactical, not
putting forth reasonable funding and mitigation actions.
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7) The Green Line Extension is supposed to mitigate the health effects
of vehicle pollution from 1-93 and regional highway traffic as well as
regional ozone. Delaying completion of the project without mitigation
of the pollution will continue to negatively affect the health of
Somerville and regional residents.  Somerville has the greatest daily
exposure to commuter traffic and diesel rail pollution in the state
from 250,000 vehicles on I-93, Mystic Avenue (38) and McGrath Highway
(28).  We also breathe fumes from 200 daily diesel commuter and
freight trains that cut through the city but (fortunately) do not
stop.


8) GreenDOT http://transportation.blog.state.ma.us/blog/2010/06/massdot-launches-greendot.html:
“GreenDOT, a comprehensive environmental responsibility and
sustainability initiative that will make MassDOT a national leader in
"greening" the state transportation system. GreenDOT will be driven by
three primary goals: reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; promote
the healthy transportation options of walking, bicycling, and public
transit; and support for smart growth development.”


9) This is a justice issue.  The residents of Somerville are
systematically overburdened by transportation infrastructure that does
not benefit them. There needs to be a promise that is actually
followed through on to benefit the environmental health of Somerville
residents.


I thank you for taking the time to read my comments. Please respond to
the needs of the residents and business of Somerville, Medford and
East Cambridge by building the Green Line extension.


Sincerely,


Jonathan Buck


Do not fear to be eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now accepted
was once eccentric.
Bertrand Russell








From: dianea1@comcast.net
To: jerome grafe; christine kirby; David mohler; Katherine fichter; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold anne; cooke


donald; monahan rosemary; pamela stephenson; michael chong; william gordon
Subject: Delay of the Green Line Extension
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2011 6:37:11 PM


I am concerned about the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). 
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air
quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean
Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in
the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need
to be designed and built together, because they need to share right-of-way,
infrastructure, and heavy construction.  Full funding of the the Community Path should
also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX
and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help
help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and
provide needed regional economic opportunities. It will also be a great recreational
path for family use which will increase the quality of life in the surrounding areas.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Andronica
25 Sunset Avenue
Medford, MA 02155
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From: Jim Moodie
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Support Full Funding
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:27:00 PM


As someone who commutes from Medford to Boston daily, I see the need for greater mass
transit.  For our environment and for our family budgets, please support full funding of the
green line extension to route 16.
 
Thanks,
 
James Moodie,
190 High Street,
Medford, MA 02155
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From: Barbara Broussard
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Delay of the Green Line Extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:07:57 AM


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020 is
unacceptable.  The proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing projects
such as the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity measures
under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation Improvement Plan
(TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical that the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP requirements and not rubber-stamp MA
DOT’s efforts to continually delay the project.


 


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the
project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring its legal commitments by claiming that land
takings and other project elements are causing the delays.


 


The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge replacement program that it can move
aggressively if there is REAL commitment to completing transportation projects.  Why is GLX treated with
constant delays rather than being advanced aggressively like the Fast14 project? 


 


Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on this
critical transportation project.


 


Sincerely,


 


Barbara Broussard


President, East Cambridge Planning Team


148 Third Street


Cambridge, MA 02141
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From: wmarx103@gmail.com on behalf of William Marx
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Support full funding for the Green Line extension to Route 16
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:27:46 PM


Hello:


I am writing to add my concerned voice to others in my Somerville neighborhood about the terrible
changes in the Green Line Extension. 


The postponement and changes are illegal. The state is legally obligated to extend the Green Line to
where it agreed it should go -- a terminus at College Avenue. The failure to fund that end point for the
Green Line extension is illegal -- and I will do what I can to encourage my representatives to sue the
state -- in the end, this could well cost the state more because of its insistence dragging its heels,
perhaps not undertaking the project at all. The state insists that the Green Line Extension will happen --
yet it is willing to break the law. That is not reassuring.


Please do the right thing and end the Green Line Extension where you said you would and when you
would. 


Yours,
Bill Marx
Editor, The Arts Fuse
103 Highland Road
Somerville, MA 02144


Arts Fuse Fan Page


Twitter
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From: Andy Hinterman
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Don"t Delay GLX
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 3:02:55 PM


To the powers that be -
Please, don't allow the delay of the Green Line Extension to happen. 
This project has gone on far too long and the people of Somerville and
the Greater Boston area have waited long enough for this kind of
reliable transport that there is clearly a strong need for.  Reliable,
inexpensive rail transport from Somerville into the city of Boston will
not only allow the families of Somerville access to more job
opportunities, but it will also open Somerville businesses to people
coming from all points on the MBTA system.


The idea of the GLX has been around for a long time, and many, many
people are anxious for it to begin.  I don't see how a delay is helpful
to anyone, least of all to the supporters of the Community Path, which
will stitch back together neighborhoods in Somerville, as well as cities
and towns from all over this part of the state.  The Path cannot be
built if GLX does not move forward, and this path is vital to the health
of the community.


There are many, many reasons to move forward without delay now, and so
few reasons to delay.  Please, direct the MBTA to begin work on the GLX
and meet the legally mandated schedule.


Thanks for your time, consideration and service.


Sincerely,
Andrew Hinterman
Architect
Bike Commuter
Friend of Community Path
Resident of Somerville
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From: tai.dinnan@gmail.com on behalf of Tai Dinnan
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: The Green Line Extension is Important for our Community Health
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 5:26:07 PM


Dear Green Line Decision Makers,


I wanted to appeal to you to not delay the extension of the Green Line any more!  Though there are many reason why I think
this extension will help our community, my biggest concern is health.  The air quality situation in Somerville is an Environmental
Injustice that I hoped the Green Line would help to alleviate.  It also happens to be the state's largest Transportation Control
Measure under the State Implementation plan for 20 years, making it a binding obligation under the Clean Air Act.


I run a school garden near 93 where we are advised to NOT GO OUTSIDE during commuter hours - this is a school where our
kids should be able to play and learn outside without threatening their health!  It also happens to have a majority of students
classified as Low Income.


I also strongly believe that the Community Path Extension will help enable more middle and low income communities to access
safe corridors to walk, bike, and get places using their body, which has huge implications for our community's equality as well as
overall physical and mental health.


There are additional issues that I think the extension would address, but I trust that others are also bringing them to your
attention and I won't take any more of your time with this letter.  Thank you,


-Tai  
-- 
Tai Dinnan
Hancock St
Somerville, MA
02144
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From: chrisgws@gmail.com on behalf of Chris Mancini
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Don"t Delay the Green Line
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 4:47:01 PM


As a Somerville resident, I am writing to request that the Mass Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) reject MassDOT's request to delay the Green Line opening to 2018-2020.  


I also request that the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) reject the delays that are contained within the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). And completion of the RT- 16 station should be legally included in any language that approves any additional time delays.


The continued forward movement of this project is important to the mission and the people of Groundwork Somerville.  We have poured hundreds of thousands of hours, and dollars into the improvement in the health and well-being of our town, and this delay will be a major setback for us and all the people we work for and with.


Thanks you,
Chris


-- 
Chris Mancini
Executive Director
Groundwork Somerville
21 Properzi Way, Suite O
Somerville, MA 02143
617-628-9988
www.groundworksomerville.org 
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From: Larry Rosenberg
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Time to get off the dime on the Green Line extension
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 10:46:11 AM


It's obvious that the time for delays is over. Yes, I know, there are
all those reasons/excuses for delays. Why not wait till 2040? I'm sure
reasons could be found.


And, by the way, I don't live in an area that would be affected.
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From: hlieberman@gmail.com on behalf of Henry Lieberman
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Don"t delay Green Line extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 1:12:14 AM


All,


This is to voice my support for completing the Green Line extension to
Boston's subway system as soon as possible. I am opposed to any delay.
Boston needs improved public transit as soon as possible.


Henry Lieberman
9 Chauncy St. Apt. 12
Cambridge, MA 02138 USA
(617) 547-9784
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From: Joe Rizoli
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: "Safety" of the Transportation meeting. What does that mean?
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 9:09:23 PM


 http://framingham.patch.com/articles/metrowest-residents-air-traffic-issues-at-
transportation-forum


Joe Rizoli CCFIILE.com
Just curious, this meeting speaks of "SAFETY", what does that mean?
 
  Three people in Milford that have been killed by illegal aliens driving within three
years. Does that become part of the "SAFETY" that we are talking about for the
residents? Some of the older ones who drive are VERY concerned about THEIR
safety because of all the illegal's driving on the road. Some have been involved in
accidents with illegal's. We've got serious problems here. One illegal basically
MURDERED a young man of 23 years with his truck. So does this fall into the topic
of SAFETY or not?


Joe Rizoli
Framingham
CCFIILE.com
508-875-0835
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From: dorothy fennell
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Don"t delay the Greenline extension any longer folks!
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 1:33:29 PM


Hi all,


I am writing to urge you to please quit dilly dallying on the extension of the Green
Line through Somerville and Medford.  You should move this project forward and
you should do it NOW.  Transit access would reduce automobile congestion through
this heavily traveled corridor which as you know is one of the most densely
populated regions in Massachusetts.  Furthermore, while automobile congestion
would be reduced, it would promote pedestrian access to these neighborhoods.  The
project was scheduled to be completed before the new timeline that is being
suggested.  Enhanced access to transit will not only improve the livability of the
neighborhoods that will be affected by the extension.  It will also benefit the local
economy by making it feasible to easily come to, shop and linger in the economic
centers of these neighborhoods.  


Thank you for reading my brief comments.


Best,


Dorothy Fennell
Tufts University Urban Planning Student
former resident of Somerville
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From: dan
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: comment on long range plan
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:03:17 PM


Mr. Mohler, I've believe including the Bruce Freeman Trail and the
Assabet River Trail in the Long Range Plan is a poor prioritization of
transportation funds.


I have reviewed the spreadsheet justifying the Bruce Freeman Trail.
Frankly, it's a joke to think that this path is going to do anything to
reduce traffic and congestion in the area. In fact, it is likely do the
opposite by adding recreational traffic and new crossings that don't
currently exist. I question the underlying projections for use as
transportation and you should too. The combined cost of these projects
is $33M. Why isn't this money being used to reduce traffic on Rt 2? Rt 2
travels E-W. Bruce Freeman travels N-S.


The loudest voices for the Bruce Freeman Trail in Concord are for
recreation. Parents want it so they can have fun with their kids. The
cross country ski team wants it so they can train on an asphalt path.
Rollerbladers want it so they can have another weekend destination.


It seems the department has been swayed by heavy lobbying from the
special interest recreational groups and construction companies who
profit greatly from such projects. Please prioritize this money on real
transportation projects that will actually reduce traffic and congestion
in the MetroWest area.


Dan Latham
22 Southfield Circle
Concord, MA
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From: Carole Wolfe
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Draft LRTP
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 9:07:39 AM


The draft LRTP includes the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail, indicating it is a project worthy of “scarce”
transportation funds because it will reduce emissions and congestion, That vision is commendable, but
is there proof that suburban Massachusetts bike trails are truly transportation corridors that improve air
quality and mitigate congestion instead of being used mostly for recreational amenities, as trail counts
indicate? The Acton section, mostly through woods and wetlands, will not access mass transit until the
rotary project is constructed and it seems only conjecture as to how many people would routinely bike
to a train instead of driving.  The Concord section, mostly through woods and wetlands, will not
conveniently or directly access a school that isn’t already serviced by sidewalks and bike lanes.  As to
people using bikes to go shopping in either Acton or Concord, one would have to leave a trail to
navigate route 2A, or go on a round-a-bout way through the woods to finally get to shops in West
Concord.  Carrying groceries or other purchases on a bike is also problematic.  There appears to be a
lack of quantitative analyses that demonstrate these trails are cost-effective as either transportation or
recreation projects.
 
Thank you.
Carole Wolfe
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From: Esmé Blackburn
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: green line extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 7:55:48 AM


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020
is unacceptable.  The proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing
projects such as the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity
measures under the State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation
Improvement Plan (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical
that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP
requirements and not rubber-stamp MA DOT’s efforts to continually delay the
project., The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston
MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring
its legal commitments by claiming that land takings and other project elements are
causing the delays., The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge
replacement program that it can move aggressively if there is REAL commitment to
completing transportation projects.  Why is GLX treated with constant delays rather
than being advanced aggressively like the Fast14 project?, Thank you for your
attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on this critical
transportation project., 
Sincerely, 
Esme Blackburn
68 Alpine Street
Somerville, MA
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From: Dunn, Dennis A
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: FW: Green Line
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 12:11:22 PM


In regards to the Green Line Extension, I OPPOSE THE DELAY in the project and
urge the Mass. Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to REJECT the
state’s request, made in its project Annual Report, to delay completion from 2015
until at least 2018 and possibly 2020.
I also SUPPORT FULL FUNDING for the Green Line Extension to Route 16 in the
Boston Long Range Transportation Plan, which will be voted on by the Boston
Metropolitan Planning Organization on Thursday, Sept. 22
+ The proposed delay violates the commonwealth’s legal requirement to give
highest priority in all transportation planning documents to those projects the
state has said it will complete in order to become compliant with the federal
Clean Air Act. The Green Line Extension not only is one of those projects, but it is
the one the state says will provide by far the greatest air quality benefits.
 + Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being
inflicted on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the
overall cost
 + Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at risk
of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.
 + The state is legally obligated to extend the Green Line to Medford Hillside; a
terminus station at College Avenue is not in Medford Hillside. Failure to allocate
funding for the extension to Route 16 by current legal deadline (Dec. 31, 2014)
violates the existing legal requirement.
 + The state points to the Green Line Extension as the hallmark of its “GreenDOT”
environmental campaign, and a key to achieving the Massachusetts Global
Warming Solutions Act’s requirement to reduce statewide greenhouse gas
emissions by 25 percent of their 1990 levels by 2020. If this is the case, the
project should be accelerated, not delayed.
 + This year, through the groundbreaking I-93 Fast14 Bridge Replacement Project,
the state demonstrated a new commitment to completing transportation projects
on time and on budget. The Green Line Extension project deserves an infusion of
the same commitment and innovation, not yet another delay.
Please give public transportation the full support it deserves and extend the
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Green Line as soon as possible.
Thank you,
 
Dennis A. Dunn
56 Holbrook Road
Weymouth, MA  02191
 








From: Jennifer D
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: reverse the Green line Extension delay
Date: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 8:26:05 AM


Good morning,


i am a neighbor of the future green line stop in Somerville and am
very saddened to hear that the plans have been delayed yet again. It
is urgent that they be restored, funds allocated and the extension be
built. We have been waiting nearly a decade already for this extension
and it is time to put the plan into action!


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air
Act.  I urge the State to meet its legal and environmental obligations
(SIP air quality and federal Transportation Conformity Measures) by
keeping the project to its December 31, 2014 deadline.   Full funding
must be identified in the Boston MPO’s 2012-2015 Transportation
Improvement  Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP).


Delaying the GLX would:


    * Needlessly cost taxpayers statewide an extra $200 million - or
more - plus the added costs of air quality mitigation to offset the
new delays.
    * Jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding - $650
million per year!
    * Delay the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.


The GLX project is a wonderful transportation project that will help
curb greenhouse gases and provide economic opportunities regionally
and to the State.


Sincerely,
Jennifer Dorsen
83 Josephine Ave
Somerville, MA
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From: Lois Grossman
To: publicinformation@ctps.org
Subject: Full Funding for the Green Line extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 12:19:25 PM


I am writing to support FULL and IMMEDIATE funding of the Green Line extension
project to Route 16 in Medford. Delays in funding and implementation are
unacceptable.


Lois Grossman
33 West St
Medford MA 02155
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From: Anne Blackwill
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: the Bruce Freeman Rail  Trail
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 7:24:49 PM


I urge the committee to think very cautiously about both the environmental effects
and the excessive costs of the trail, especially if there is no immediate promise of a
continuous trail going through Concord and Sudbury that could be used for
transportation purposes.    Anne Blackwill
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From: ddepompei@verizon.net
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: Fwd: Public Comment for the Long range Transportation Plan
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:50:14 AM


 
 


From: ddepompei@verizon.net
 
Date: Sep 13, 2011 10:42:08 AM
 
Subject: Public Comment for the Long range Transportation Plan
 
To: publicinformation@BOSMPO.org
 
 
 
To the MPO,
 


My name is Daniel A. De Pompei. I have been a resident of Sudbury MA for 38 years. I have been a member of
the National Rails to Trails Conservancy for 19 years.


The following statement is provided in response to the MPO’s request for citizen input for current transportation
planning. I am specifically interested in bicycles as an opportunity for alternative transportation.


I do not, however, support the design or construction of multi-use trails that can not be validated to reduce
automotive traffic in a substantive and measurable way. I do not support multi-use trails whose right-of-way
passes through, or near, areas of endangered or threatened species habitat, major game trails, wetlands or
riparian areas.


In this regard, the proposed Bruce Freeman Rail Trail in Sudbury has not, and, in my estimation, can not be
justified as mitigating traffic congestion. The proposed right-of-way for the Bruce Freeman in Sudbury violates all
of the above mentioned wildlife and environmental concerns. And, perhaps unique to Sudbury, the trail right-of-
way places significant, historical family owned small businesses at risk (specifically Cavicchio’s).


There has been no open, measurable justification of the Bruce Freeman rail trail in Sudbury. There has been no
effort by the Trail’s advocacy group (or the state) to address or resolve any of the risks associated with the trail
and I do not recommend and will not support the use of public funds for the Bruce Freemen Rail Trail.


 
There are simply too many State validated needs for transportation funds that should take priority over the Bruce
Freeman Rail Trail in Sudbury.


I am available for further discussion.


Respectfully submitted,.


Daniel A. De Pompei


35 Haynes Road


Sudbury, MA


978-443-6390
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From: Ruth Alfasso
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; 


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Enforce the requirements and stop the delays
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 6:20:41 PM


Gentlefolk,


The Commonwealth’s current effort to delay the Green Line Extension to 2018-2020 is 
unacceptable.  The proposed delays violate the legal requirement of prioritizing projects such 
as the GLX that are required to meet Federal transportation conformity measures under the 
State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the MPO Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  It is critical that the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) enforce the SIP requirements and not rubber-stamp MA DOT’s efforts to 
continually delay the project.


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the 
project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP).  It is not acceptable for the state to continue ignoring its legal commitments by 
claiming that land takings and other project elements are causing the delays.  This isn't fair to 
the residents of the underserved areas of Somerville and Medford who were promised this 
project as mitigation for the Big Dig.  


  The state has proven through the success of the Fast14 Bridge replacement program that it 
can move aggressively if there is REAL commitment to completing transportation projects.  
Why is GLX treated with constant delays rather than being advanced aggressively like the 
Fast14 project?   The constant delays are an economic disincentive in the area which would 
be benefiting from smart transit-oriented growth if anyone could count on when, if at all, this 
project will be finished.


I am a ten-year homeowner in the area, who currently walks a mile to the Davis Square Red 
Line Station in order to meet my daily commute needs; many of my neighbors are unable or 
unwilling to walk so far and so rely on cars; traffic around here is a frustrating, polluting 
mess.  A green line connection is part of the solution.  Don't make us wait more than 
necessary.


 


Thank you for your attention to my concerns and to the feedback from the public on this 
critical transportation project.


 


Sincerely,
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Ruth D. Alfasso and Gavin R. Schnitzler
45 Marion Street
Medford, MA  02155








From: Michael De Lisi
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: GLX Delay and SIP Transit Commitments
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 4:54:28 PM


Mr. Mohler and Ms. Fichter,
In August of 2006 I moved to Somerville hearing the promise of the Green Line
Extension (GLX), a legal requirement of the state under the Clean Air Act. As
recently as May 2011, the monthly SIP reports indicated the the state was on track
to meet the already delayed 2015 legal deadline as laid out in the State
Implementation Plan (SIP). MassDOT just announced further delays until 2018-2020.


As a homeowner, this latest delay is simply unacceptable. The State needs to fulfill
its legal obligations to the citizens of MA and residents of Somerville. We are
overburdened and under served by transportation, despite being the most densley
populated city in the commonwealth. Since moving here, I got married and
discussed having children with my wife. Raising our child in a place where s/he
would breath fumes from over 200 daily trains and the tens of thousands of cars
that run by our home on I-93 daily is a tremendous concern to us. We hoped that
the GLX would offset the pollution burden. Without mitigation we will be forced to
move to protect our child from pollution when we expand our family. No property is
worth the health risk facing children growing up in a polluted environment like
modern Somerville without the promised mitigation projects.


As a certified project management professional supporting the federal government, I
understand the complexity of managing a project like the GLX. I do not understand
how in a mere 2 month time span, the project management team more than
doubled the remaining schedule for project completion. The scope of the project did
not double and in fact decreased over time. What unplanned risk manifested
between writing May's SIP report without even an inkling of a possible delay and
June of 2011? The project management team pointed to neither scope changes nor
risk manifestation in their announcement of the delays until 2018-2020. 


Delaying the project will only increase the cost of building the GLX so cost was not a
factor, although they hint the opportunity for federal funding under New Starts
influenced their decision. Including federal funding in the analysis is inappropriate
because completing the GLX by 2015 is an obligation of the state to its people
independent of the federal government. As such, delaying the project past 2015 on
the uncertain hope of obtaining federal funding is the project management team
breaking the state's contract with the citizens of MA.


Has MassDOT been intentionally deceiving the public in their Monthly SIP reports of
on time delivery in 2015? Such an abuse of public trust is worrisome to say the least
but without scope change or risk, a lack of applying proper project management
principles to the GLX or intentionally deceiving the public are the only alternative
plausible explanations for the latest delay. 


The lack of follow through on a sustainable light rail project while the state
aggressively pursues more highway expansion and construction (Fast14 Bridge
replacement and widening 128) is troublesome. Other sustainable transportation
projects around the country have been designed, built, and entered operations in far
less time than the 30 years MA already spent on the GLX. Why is MassDOT incapable
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of fulfilling the state's legal obligations under the Clean Air Act when other cities and
states reap benefits (economic & environmental) of their transportation projects?


MassDOT announced GreenDOT as an initiative to reduce GHG emissions, promote
healthy transportation options, and support smart growth development. Funding
highway development over the GLX has the exact opposite effects of the touted
GreenDOT. Governor Patrick committed to building the GLX during his term in office
but the lack of tangible progress on the GLX with simultaneous highway expansion
belies his administration's true intentions. The GLX is a legally obligated
Transportation Control Measure in the SIP, yet it has never been given the highest
priority. MassDOT's stated goals for GreenDOT is a tacit acknowledgment they
misuse funds when they prioritize highway expansion over the GLX. 


Failure to complete projects like the GLX causes people to lose faith in government.
The state must fully fund the GLX. If we do not, I would reluctantly support the
withdrawal of all federal transportation funds (~$650 million a year) to our state as
a penalty for the government's failure to fulfill its legal obligations to its citizens. We
aren't spending that transportation money appropriately for the intended use. 


It is my duty as a citizen to hold you, a part of our government, accountable if you
fail to deliver on the state's legal obligations in the SIP agreement. The MA
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) must reject MassDOT's request to
delay the Green Line opening to 2018-2020. The Boston Region Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) must reject the same delays that are contained within
the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP). 


Regards,


Michael De Lisi
474 Broadway #41
Somerville, MA 02145
michael.s.delisi@gmail.com
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From: elizabethniro@gmail.com on behalf of Elizabeth Kazakoff
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the


Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:01:23 PM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). 


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air
quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean
Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified
in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to
be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also
be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help
more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide
needed regional economic opportunities. 


Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted
on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at
risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


My husband and I have been renters in Somerville during our time
throughout graduate school.  Now, we are looking at buying property.
 Somerville was our first choice - until we heard of the additional delay in
the Green Line Extensions.  We are no longer confident it will ever get
built and, as such, are no longer willing to invest in property in a
community we love.  I am certain we are not the only young adults who
feel this way.  We urge you to get this project back on track for the health
and standard of living for both current and future residents.  


Sincerely,


Elizabeth Kazakoff
Somerville, MA 02144
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From: dolgtootsi
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: GLX delay
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 5:26:35 PM


To whom it may concern:
 
I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension
(GLX). I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality)
of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together, because they need to share right-of-way, infrastructure, and
heavy construction.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in
the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are
wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help more people get around with
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities.
 
I have been attending meetings since 2004 and do not like the idea of further putting off this
needed asset to the Somerville community. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda M. Goulet
20 year Resident
Brickbottom Artists Building
1 Fitchburg Street
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Abbe Cohen Dvornik
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: friendspath@yahoo.com
Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the


Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:58:41 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension into Somerville.


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.   It's been
delayed, and delayed again, to the point where I begin to wonder whether my
kindergartener, who came to meetings on the Green Line extension as an infant, will
ever see the Green Line in our neighborhood. She helps remind us that it's better to
take fewer car trips, ride our bikes to school, walk to buy bread and eggs, and take
the T to places we want to visit.  For her, and for her generation of Somerville kids,
let's set a good example and support sustainable transportation so it's there for
them and their familes to use.


I urge federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and environmental
obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the
project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified
in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


 Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need
to be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should
also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX
and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help
help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and
provide needed regional economic opportunities. 


 Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted
on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at
risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


 Sincerely,


Abbe Cohen


81 Bromfield Rd #2 


Somerville, MA


E
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From: Bathsheba
To: Bathsheba
Subject: GLX delay...really?!
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 3:17:00 AM


Hi, I'm writing to protest the State's recent efforts to further delay
the Green Line extension.  My city, Somerville, is full of people and
businesses -- including me and my friends -- who have invested in the
expectation that this project, which has long been predicted, planned
and funded, will proceed on schedule.


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.
  The State needs to meet its legal and environmental obligations (SIP
air quality and federal Transportation Conformity Measures) by keeping
the project to its December 31, 2014 deadline.   Full funding must be
identified in the Boston MPO's 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying the GLX would:
     * Needlessly cost taxpayers statewide an extra $200 million - or
more - plus the added costs of air quality mitigation to offset the new
delays.
     * Jeopardize the State's federal transportation funding - $650
million per year!
     * Delay the Community Path, since the two projects share
right-of-way and infrastructure.


What sense does it make to throw away not only the federal funding, but
also years of citizen benefits?  This is your tax base calling -- the
most densely populated city in New England -- with an existing
right-of-way, connected to existing rail lines, with station parcels
ready to go.  This is the easiest, most useful rail project imaginable:
the low-hanging fruit.


Not to mention the bike path.  Have you looked at what the Minuteman
bikeway did for property values, all the way out to Bedford?  A better
return on investment in tax base cannot be imagined.  The Community
Path, as the most urban and populous part of this path system, would
both multiply the value of the whole, and also be the most valuable
part.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed
in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.


The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation
projects that will help help more people get around with fewer car
trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic
opportunities.


Please build them.  This has every reason to happen -- if you give up on
it (which, make no mistake, is what you are doing with this delay) you
are giving up on public transportation, cleaner air and citizen amenity,
and resigning this part of the Boston area to molder in place.
Somerville and Medford are doing their damnedest to pull themselves up
by their bootstraps...do you really want to miss the chance to let more
Davis Squares crystallize?  We are ready to do this, we are already
investing, but you have to help.  Give us a chance here.


Thanks and regards,
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-Bathsheba
--
Bathsheba Grossman                            Bathsheba Sculpture LLC
Sculpting Geometry                               http://bathsheba.com
Crystal Proteins                            http://crystalprotein.com
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From: Amanda King
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:51:57 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). 
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal
Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under
the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and built together.  Full
funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The
GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more people get around with
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted on citizens by poor air quality, and
adds an estimated $200 million to the overall cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts
at risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda King
17 Pearson Avenue 
Unit 2 
Somerville, MA 02144
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From: dolgtootsi
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: GLX delay
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 5:30:38 PM


To whom it may Concern:
 
I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension
(GLX). 
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality)
of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together, because they need to share right-of-way, infrastructure, and
heavy construction.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in
the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are
wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more people get around with
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
As a concerned resident of Brickbottom I have attended meetings about the Greenline  since
the fall of 2004. We need to get on with this much needed project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debra Olin
Artist/Resident Brickbottom Artists Building
1 Fitchburg Street C301
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: susan piver
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the 
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP. We need this long promised and oft delayed project NOW!


Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 6:31:59 PM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension 
(GLX). 


I'm shocked at the Commonwealth's lack of accountability and seemingly flagrant disregard 
for its legal requirements, not to mention for the wellbeing of the citizens of Somerville. It 
makes me wonder which other of its obligations are "negotiable." At best, the latest delay 
sends a message of disorganization and confusion. At worst, it communicates that concern for 
the health of its citizens and upholding the laws which protect them is optional. 


I live and work in Somerville. I believe in Somerville. It deserves more consideration and 
accountability from you. My trust is absolutely shaken.


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and 
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) 
of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full 
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be 
designed and built together, because they need to share right-of-way, infrastructure, and 
heavy construction.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in 
the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are 
wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more people get around with 
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Piver Browne
Brickbottom
1 Fitchburg St. 
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Susann Wilkinson
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: GLX
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 11:35:56 AM


Dear Gentlepeople:


This letter comes from  a citizen concerned about the problems of
delaying the extension of the Green Line and the attendant problems
that will occur if it is not initiated and completed on a timely
basis.


Would all federal and state government entities please enforce the
legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation
Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green
Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be
identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Beyond that--there are related and downstream effects that affect the
quality of life of thousands of people of which I am sure you are
aware.


Delaying GLX project delays the Community Path, since the two
projects need to be designed and built together, because they need to
share right-of-way, infrastructure, and heavy construction.  Full
funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the
2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community
Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help
help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse
gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities.


Other developments that will follow are of equal importance:
community health and economic and other infrastructural investment
are just as much a part of this project and are needed to spark and
sustain growth in one of Massachusetts' least well off communities.


Please do what you can to see this project isn't derailed for years and years.


Sincerely,
--
Susann Wilkinson, MPH, MSW
142 Orchard St
Somerville, MA 02144
O:617-623-2583
C:617-320-2801
swilkins@mit.edu
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From: Marsan, Zehra Cemile
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:27:23 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX).


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and environmental
obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green
Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim
replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and
built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015
TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable
transportation projects that will help help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse
gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities.


Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted on citizens by poor
air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall cost.  Failure to complete the project by
the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation
projects.


Sincerely,


ZEHRA CEMILE MARSAN
Graduate Student/ Tufts University
4 Colby Street Medford, MA 02155
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From: Fred Berman
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: cooke.donald@epa.gov; arnold.anne@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; "Ellin Reisner"; fred.berman@rcn.com; "Lori Segall"
Subject: Green Line/Community Path Extension: SIP transit commitments, Boston MPO 2012-15 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 6:10:29 AM


TO:       Mr. Jerome Grafe, Mass Department of Environmental Protection, jerome.grafe@state.ma.us
Ms. Christine Kirby, Mass Department of Environmental Protection, christine.kirby@state.ma.us
Mr. David Mohler, Chair, Boston MPO Planning & Programming Committee,


David.mohler@state.ma.us
Ms. Katherine Fichter, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning,


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us
Boston MPO Staff at publicinformation@ctps.org


FR:       Fred Berman and Lori Segall   25 Cherry Street    Somerville, MA 02144    fredlori@rcn.com  
 
CC:       Ms. Anne Arnold, Manager, EPA Region 1 Air Quality Planning Unit, arnold.anne@epa.gov


Mr. Donald Cooke, Conformity and mobile monitoring, EPA Region 1 Air Quality,
cooke.donald@epa.gov


Ms. Rosemary Monahan, EPA Region 1 Smart Growth Coordinator,
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov


Ms. Pamela Stephenson, MA Division Administrator, Federal Highway,
pamela.stephenson@dot.gov 


Mr. Michael Chong, Federal Highway Planning and Environ. Program Manager,
michael.chong@dot.gov


Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Regional Director, Federal Transit Region 1, william.gordon@dot.gov
 
DA:      September 13, 2011
 
RE:       Green Line Extension, Community Path Extension
 
 
Dear Transportation Leaders,
 
We are writing in strong opposition to MassDOT’s request to delay the Green Line opening to 2018-
2020, and in similarly strong opposition to proposals to delay the Green Line extension that are
embodied in the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP).
 
We urge the Mass Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to reject MassDOT’s request to
delay the Green Line opening to 2018-2020, and urge the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) to reject the same delays that are contained within the 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
This letter reiterates points that we have made in previous testimony -- at hearings, community
meetings, and in writing -- and points that have been repeatedly made in correspondence/testimony
from our elected officials, from STEP and other advocates for the Green Line Extension and the
Community Path Extension, and from ordinary residents who thought someone was listening.
 
We are outraged that after so much planning effort, such strong and prolonged demonstration of public
support, despite such compelling reasons for going ahead, and after such a long delay in follow-
through on legally binding SIP commitments, the Green Line extension is being snatched away, once
again.
 
If the State's failure to deliver on the Green Line Extension were a case of chronically unpaid alimony
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and child support, the negligent parent would have been thrown in jail long ago.
 
The State's failure to follow through on its legally binding commitment to mitigate the adverse impacts
of the Big Dig is nothing less than abject disregard for the law, the word of the Courts, and the oft-
repeated commitments of State officials all the way up to the Governor. 
 
After thousands of people hours of public participation in the planning process, Somerville residents are
being given the finger, and told to "go home, suckers" and wait another 8-10 years.
 
We are being told to have faith in a process that will have lost any and all of its credibility, after years
of apparently empty promises. At the same time that our leaders talk about accountability and
transparency, we are offered tangible evidence that there is neither.
 
This is not about feeling misused and gullible like Charlie Brown as the football is pulled out from under
us for the umpteenth time; this is about a future of significantly more heart and lung disease, of lost
opportunities for economic development, of being relegated to the transportation backwaters of metro
Boston, of having our city severed by a pollutant-spewing concrete monstrosity with no meaningful
hope of remediation or compensation.
 
The DEP and MPO have this one opportunity to turn that around.  We hope you
will do the right thing, and restore plans to bring the Green Line Extension (and
Community Path Extension) to fruition by 2015.
 
As per the STEP comments:
 
The original legal agreement in 1990 to extend the Green Line was revised in 2000 for planned
completion in 2011. Then it was delayed to 2014 in revisions to the State Implementation Plan (SIP),
legal obligations under the Clean Air Act.  Then last year MassDOT said the Green Line Extension
(GLX) would not open until 2015. Now, they have announced even more delays, to 2018 to 2020! 
 
SUSTAINABILITY. It is important to remember that the Green Line Extension is a great,
sustainable transportation project.  It’s light rail that will provides clean transit to the city most
health-burdened by highway and diesel commuter rail pollution. 85% of Somerville residents will have
access to rail  and many of our neighbors in East Cambridge, Medford and Arlington will have access
to new light rail. It will also integrate with the Community Path, providing convenient access to Green
Line stations and completing a bike and pedestrian route from Bedford to downtown Boston.  The
Green Line Extension fully embodies the principles espoused by GreenDOT*. 
 
It is no wonder the Green Line is overwhelmingly supported in Somerville and surrounding
communities.


 
THE GREEN LINE IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT.  It has been the state’s
single largest Transportation Control Measure (TCM) obligation under the State Implementation Plan
(SIP) for twenty years.  Thus, it is a binding legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Federal
Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP TCMs like the Green Line Extension must be
given funding and completion priority by the region and state.  
 
Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding sources and timely
completion of the Green Line Extension in both the 2012 – 2015 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  Currently the TIP shows less than 50% of
the money and less than 50% of the Green Line Extension being completed by the legal
deadline of 2014.
 
The Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP “Paths to a Sustainable Region” fail to meet both the
“fiscal constraint” requirement for full funding and the “environmental” requirement for timely completion
of the SIP TCMs.  And, beyond the binding legal obligations, MassDOT and the Commonwealth







have failed over and over again to meet promised deadlines given to the Green Line Extension
communities.  Citizens deserve greater respect.
 
FUNDING, TIMING and TRANSPARENCY.  The Green Line Extension communities have repeatedly
welcomed project staff from MassDOT, the MBTA and their consultants.  Cooperation, rapport and
enthusiasm have generally been high on both sides whenever people have rolled up their sleeves to
tackle project details.  However, MassDOT has too often been coy and tactical, squirming at major
steps with regard to securing real funding for the project and making reasonable time commitments.
 
STATE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:


MA DOT states that securing federal “New Starts” funding for the Green Line is risky because of
the MBTA financial condition, but MA DOT has not demonstrated it has a funding plan and
design and construction schedule to meet the SIP requirements using only state funding – which
has been agreed to by the Commonwealth in the SIP agreement.
Monthly SIP reports as late as May 2011 committed to completing the Green Line Extension at
the end of 2015, with no suggestion of further possible delays.  This reflects a lack of
transparency and seriousness in meeting the SIP requirements. 
MassDOT’s assertion that land acquisition is a primary factor in the latest delay is not
acceptable. Commuter rail track could be moved and track could be laid while waiting to acquire
land for the Ball Square and Union Square Stations.  Using Greenbush Line land acquisition
delays as a lesson learned for the GLX is not a valid comparison because the land required
was for right of way.  This is not the case for the GLX.  GLX land acquisition is for station
locations and the maintenance facility (not included in the SIP agreement)
The suggested phasing scenario proposed for constructing the GLX should only be permitted if
the State is legally bound to complete of the full GLX to Route 16 by 2018.


 
IMPACT OF DELAY ON HEALTH
The Green Line Extension is supposed to mitigate the health effects of vehicle pollution from 1-93 and
regional highway traffic as well as regional ozone. Delaying completion of the project without mitigation
of the pollution will continue to negatively affect the health of Somerville and regional residents. 
Somerville has the greatest daily exposure to commuter traffic and diesel rail pollution in the state from
250,000 vehicles on I-93, Mystic Avenue (38) and McGrath Highway (28).  We also breathe fumes from
200 daily diesel commuter and freight trains that cut through the city but (fortunately) do not stop.
 
People who live in the most transportation-polluted 10% of a large urban region may have:


20% higher overall mortality rates;   50% higher lung cancer mortalities


50% higher childhood asthma rates          50% higher heart attack mortalities
 
IMPACT OF DELAY ON REGIONAL/STATEWIDE ECONOMICS:


Could jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding, a loss of $650 million per year.
Would significantly increase the cost of the GLX project and needlessly cost taxpayers statewide
$200 million or more, plus the costs of required air quality mitigation to offset the delay. 
Will deny a key regional transit link for employers, universities, research centers and residents.
Will result in significant loss of sales and income tax revenues to the Commonwealth because it
misses the opportunity to create construction and other jobs when we really need them. 
Will cause us to miss the benefits seen by other regions in the country such as Salt Lake City,
Utah and Dallas, Texas that have recently built light rail on time and sometimes under budget.


 
IMPACT OF DELAY ON THE COMMUNITY PATH


Delaying GLX also delays the Community Path. The 2.3 mile Community Path extension will
connect the regional Minuteman Path network to Boston and to the Charles River network.


 
TRANSPARENCY/CREDIBILITY:


Governor Patrick committed to build the Green Line Extension during his term in office. 
Governor Patrick and the Lieutenant Governor must honor this commitment.







The Green Line Extension was legally mandated in 1990. Thirty years is an unacceptable delay.
The Green Line Extension has never been given top priority, even though it is a legally obligated
Transportation Control Measure specified in the State Implementation Plan (SIP).
The state must pursue full bond funding of GLX to satisfy Federal Transportation Conformity. 


Why is GLX not being moved as aggressively as the Fast14 Bridge replacement project?  With
all the supposed brain power of our region, why can’t we get a 7 station transit extension built
in a timely, cost-effective way?  We have just recently built a massive new highway bridge on
the Cape and we are widening our highways with a multi-year Route 128 mega-project, but we
just can’t seem to get a shovel in the ground on time for a sustainable urban light rail project.


 
*GreenDOT http://transportation.blog.state.ma.us/blog/2010/06/massdot-launches-greendot.html
“GreenDOT, a comprehensive environmental responsibility and sustainability initiative that will make
MassDOT a national leader in "greening" the state transportation system. GreenDOT will be driven by
three primary goals: reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; promote the healthy transportation
options of walking, bicycling, and public transit; and support for smart growth development.”
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From: drhodes@bidmc.harvard.edu
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Cc: douginboston2002@yahoo.com; prhodes@MIT.EDU
Subject: GLX
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:07:04 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension
(GLX). 


As a resident affected by this delay, I am urging federal and state government entities to
enforce the legal and environmental obligations (Federal Transportation Conformity
Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation
under the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be
identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.  Full funding of the Community Path should also be programmed
in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.  


The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will
help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed
regional economic opportunities that will benefit the people of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.   Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being
inflicted on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at risk of being
cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


 Please help our state and neighborhoods by fulfilling this obligation.


Sincerely,


 Douglas Rhodes 


3 Sunnyside Terrace


Medford, MA
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From: Alp Sipahigil
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; 
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the 
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:23:25 AM


 


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line 
extension (GLX). 


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and 
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air 
quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean 
Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified 
in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in 
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


 


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to 
be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also 
be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and 
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help 
more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide 
needed regional economic opportunities. 


 


Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted 
on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall 
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at 
risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


 


Sincerely,


 


ALP SIPAHIGIL


Graduate Student / Harvard University


17 Oxford St. Cambridge MA 02138
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From: janine fay
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line DELAY!!
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 4:48:49 PM


Where is the commitment? 
Most people think the state’s commitment to bringing the green line to
Somerville is a bad/sad joke. Not to mention against the law.
What’s it going to take to make you take us seriously?
We all know the huge differences it will make to our city.
We are fed up and disgusted with what appears to have been BS and the
postponements.
Make this right.
Thank you for your attention
Very sincerely
Janine Fay
 
 
 
Janine Fay
43 Munroe St
Somerville MA 02143
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From: Susan Moynihan
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green line and community path extension
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2011 8:17:42 PM


I am totally outraged, upset, angered, and bitter about the announcement of a new 
delay in the extension of the Green Line (GLX). 
I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and 
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP 
air quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the 
Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be 
identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the extension of the Community Path from 
Somerville to the Charles River, since the two projects need to be designed and 
built together, because they need to share right-of-way, infrastructure, and heavy 
construction.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed 
in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community 
Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more 
people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed 
regional economic opportunities. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Moynihan
16 Ames St
Somerville, MA, 02145
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From: nina garfinkle on behalf of Nina Garfinkle
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the 
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP. We need this long promised and oft delayed project NOW!


Date: Saturday, September 10, 2011 11:32:06 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s efforts to further delay the Green Line 
extension (GLX) and support full funding of the Community Path in the 
2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.


I live in the South End and witnessed what the Southwest corridor park 
has done for the livability of the area. The economic, social, transportation 
and health benefits are astounding and it is precisely because it was built 
to support and be used by everyone in the community and traveling 
through it. It is not only useful but an asset. These opportunities don't 
come along often. The extension would also be a game changer for 
getting to and from the South End to Somerville/medford/Arlington.


The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation 
projects that will help help more people get around with fewer car trips, 
curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic 
opportunities. Full funding of the project and any interim replacements 
must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP).


Bottom line? People that can't, or choose not to, drive daily should not be 
treated as second class citizens. All car culture is not making anyone 
happy. And the law has said it needs to change.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nina Garfinkle
LivableStreets Alliance President


Boston 02116 resident
 
_________________________________________________________
Nina Garfinkle  |  Garfinkle Design  |  T: 617.424.9115  |  M: 617.733.4321
7 Holyoke Street  |  Boston MA 02116  |  nina@ninagarfinkle.com
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From: Anne Tate
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Cc: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; 
publicinformation@ctps.org


Subject: Green line extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:35:56 PM


To: David Mohler, Chair Transportation Planning and Programming Committee


Please do not omit the Green Line extension from the 2012 TIP.  Somerville has 
been waiting for this essential expansion of the transit system for decades. This 
community suffers the effects of miles of transportation infrastructure which 
serves the region's commuters but bypasses our residents.  It is a matter of 
fundamental fairness to fulfill this commitment to our citizens. 


In addition it is a sound regional investment for the commonwealth.  Adding these 
links to the transportation network will open acres of prime land for development 
in the urban core.  Kenmore Square is finally built out and new businesses looking 
to locate near the colleges and hospitals will find land in short supply.  Inner belt 
and Union Square, and other areas on the Green Line extension can provide 
valuable real estate for expansion of job creating industries.


As we struggle to address the environmental impacts of sprawl development and 
the car-dependent lifestyle it promotes, we should be embracing infrastructure 
improvements like the Green Line extension. When I was the Special Advisor on 
Sustainable Development in the Office for Commonwealth Development, we 
worked to focus policies on getting high quality neighborhood development around 
transit stops. Somerville has already at least one project moving forward based on 
assumptions about the green line.  Many others will be encouraged by advance 
planning for the station areas along the Green Line. These are exactly the kind of 
developments we need to be building now.  


The Green Line extension is the most important transit extension in the 
commonwealth at this time. It is more cost effective than the South Coast rail, 
serves a constituency in place and in need right now and has been promised for 
decades. PLease move it forward - now.


Yours truly,


Anne Tate
140 Sycamore Street
Somerville MA 02145
617-792-9100
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From: Jonah Petri
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; 
Friends of the Community Path


Subject: Green Line Delay & SIP/TCR Conformity
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:16:49 AM


I am writing to express my outrage and complete frustration at the announced delay 
in the Green Line project.  


In spite of a legal and moral commitment to the project, the Governor has chosen to 
push the project back until well after he will have left office.  This delay is not due to 
complex project schedules or land takings.  I will quote Governor Patrick as to the 
actual cause: “It’s been put back on the schedule because we have to be realistic 
about what we can afford to do today, and how it ranks in the priority of things that 
need to be done."  ["A Perfect Storm", Somerville News, August 10, 2011]


The Governor's actions and his words both demonstrate disrespect for the 
Commonwealth's commitments under the SIP.  His actions and words trivialize the 
people in the project area who will contract disease or even die due to the extra 
pollution caused by this delay.  It is morally unacceptable that he be allowed to shirk 
his responsibilities.


Furthermore, it is legally unacceptable that the Commonwealth should be allowed to 
push back its most important SIP commitment due to a low internal priority, and the 
large price tag.  The Transportation Conformity Regulations say that a TIP can only 
be found to be conforming if "all State and local agencies with influence over 
approvals or funding for TCMs are giving maximum priority to approval or funding of 
TCMs over other projects within their control". (§ 93.113)  Clearly this test is failed if 
the Governor himself won't prioritize the project highly or fund it completely!


The Commonwealth's DEP and the federal review agencies (EPA, DOT, etc) are the 
only groups which can prevent this public health disaster from continuing.  I urge 
the DEP and the federal review agencies to reject the TIP & LRTP.


No states have it easy right now.  Money is tight, and the prospect of further help 
from the federal government is dubious.  However, this is not the moment to forsake 
our commitments to the long-term health of our people!  If Massachusetts is allowed 
to delay the Green Line Extension yet again without consequences, other states will 
follow suit by reneging on their SIP commitments as well.  Everyone is watching, 
and your decisions here are critical.  Please make them carefully.


Sincerely,
Jonah Petri
Somerville, MA
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From: Glen Fant
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP. We need this long promised and oft delayed project NOW!


Date: Saturday, September 10, 2011 10:03:52 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay
the Green Line extension (GLX).
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce
the legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation
Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green
Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Full
funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified
in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two
projects need to be designed and built together, because they need to
share right-of-way, infrastructure, and heavy construction.  Full
funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the
2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community
Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help
help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse
gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities.


On a more personal note, we, like many other homeowners in the area
bought our properties with the green line extension and path projects
in mind. Our property values and future finances are jeopardized by
this delay. How are citizens to plan their lives and businesses with
such uncertainty surrounding this project and it's completion? Many
people in our neighborhood have all but given up faith that their
government will fulfill it's promises and complete an infrastructure
project that meets OUR vision and needs. We need alternatives to
congestion causing car-centric projects like the big dig for local
environmentally conscious citizens. Please make good on your promises
and make this project a reality as soon as posible.


Sincerely,


Glen Fant & Anne-Marie Wayne
85 Winthrop St.
Medford, MA 02155
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From: Anne Tate
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Cc: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; 
publicinformation@ctps.org


Subject: Green line extension
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:35:57 PM


To: David Mohler, Chair Transportation Planning and Programming Committee


Please do not omit the Green Line extension from the 2012 TIP.  Somerville has 
been waiting for this essential expansion of the transit system for decades. This 
community suffers the effects of miles of transportation infrastructure which 
serves the region's commuters but bypasses our residents.  It is a matter of 
fundamental fairness to fulfill this commitment to our citizens. 


In addition it is a sound regional investment for the commonwealth.  Adding these 
links to the transportation network will open acres of prime land for development 
in the urban core.  Kenmore Square is finally built out and new businesses looking 
to locate near the colleges and hospitals will find land in short supply.  Inner belt 
and Union Square, and other areas on the Green Line extension can provide 
valuable real estate for expansion of job creating industries.


As we struggle to address the environmental impacts of sprawl development and 
the car-dependent lifestyle it promotes, we should be embracing infrastructure 
improvements like the Green Line extension. When I was the Special Advisor on 
Sustainable Development in the Office for Commonwealth Development, we 
worked to focus policies on getting high quality neighborhood development around 
transit stops. Somerville has already at least one project moving forward based on 
assumptions about the green line.  Many others will be encouraged by advance 
planning for the station areas along the Green Line. These are exactly the kind of 
developments we need to be building now.  


The Green Line extension is the most important transit extension in the 
commonwealth at this time. It is more cost effective than the South Coast rail, 
serves a constituency in place and in need right now and has been promised for 
decades. PLease move it forward - now.


Yours truly,


Anne Tate
140 Sycamore Street
Somerville MA 02145
617-792-9100
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From: Andy :: Truly Good
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Delays Are Unacceptable
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 4:33:32 PM


To All,


I am writing today in regards to the new delay in the Green Line Extension. As a resident and small
business owner of Somerville, with 2 young children who I hope to continue to raise in this city, I am
very hopeful the state will fulfill its legal obligations by extending the Green Line into Somerville. I will
continue to share my dismay and encourage others to do the same until we receive what is rightfully
ours.


Following is a lengthy account, as prepared by my friend and local leader Jennifer Lawrence, of the
reasons why this project must be finished in a timely manner. 


1) The original legal agreement in 1990 to extend the Green Line was revised in 2000 for planned
completion in 2011. Then it was delayed to 2014 in revisions to the State Implementation Plan
(SIP), legal obligations under the Clean Air Act.  Then last year MassDOT said the Green Line
Extension (GLX) would not open until 2015. Now, they have announced even more delays, to 2018
to 2020! This is unacceptable.


 


2) It is important to remember that the Green Line Extension is a great, sustainable
transportation project.  It is light rail that will provide clean transit to the city most health-
burdened by highway and diesel commuter rail pollution in the Commonwealth. 85% of Somerville
residents will have access to rail  (compared to 25% now) and many of our neighbors in East
Cambridge, Medford and Arlington will have access to new light rail. It will also integrate with the
Community Path, providing convenient pedestrian and bike access to Green Line stations.  The Green
Line Extension fully embodies the principles espoused by GreenDOT, of which DOT has not embraced
in practice up to this point.


 


3) THE GREEN LINE IS A LEGAL OBLIGATION UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT.  It has been the state’s
single largest Transportation Control Measure (TCM) obligation under the State Implementation Plan
(SIP) for twenty years.  Thus, it is a binding legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Federal
Transportation Conformity Regulations require that SIP TCMs like the Green Line Extension must be
given funding and completion priority by the region and state.


 


4) Meeting this legal obligation requires the Boston MPO to show realistic funding sources and timely
completion of the Green Line Extension in both the 2012 – 2015 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  Currently the TIP shows less than
50% of the money and less than 50% of the Green Line Extension being completed by the legal
deadline of 2014.


 


5) The Draft 2012 – 2015 TIP and the Draft LRTP “Paths to a Sustainable Region” fail to meet both
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the “fiscal constraint” requirement for full funding and the “environmental” requirement for timely
completion of the SIP TCMs.  And, beyond the binding legal obligations, MassDOT and the
Commonwealth have failed over and over again to meet promised deadlines given to the Green Line
Extension communities.


 


6) The Green Line Extension communities have repeatedly welcomed project staff from MassDOT, the
MBTA and their consultants.  Cooperation, rapport and enthusiasm have generally been high on both
sides whenever people have rolled up their sleeves to tackle project details.  However, MassDOT has
too often been coy and tactical, not putting forth reasonable funding and mitigation actions.


 


7) The Green Line Extension is supposed to mitigate the health effects of vehicle pollution from 1-93
and regional highway traffic as well as regional ozone. Delaying completion of the project without
mitigation of the pollution will continue to negatively affect the health of Somerville and regional
residents.  Somerville has the greatest daily exposure to commuter traffic and diesel rail pollution in
the state from 250,000 vehicles on I-93, Mystic Avenue (38) and McGrath Highway (28).  We also
breathe fumes from 200 daily diesel commuter and freight trains that cut through the city but
(fortunately) do not stop.


8) GreenDOT http://transportation.blog.state.ma.us/blog/2010/06/massdot-launches-
greendot.html: “GreenDOT, a comprehensive environmental responsibility and sustainability
initiative that will make MassDOT a national leader in "greening" the state transportation system.
GreenDOT will be driven by three primary goals: reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; promote
the healthy transportation options of walking, bicycling, and public transit; and support for smart
growth development.”


9) This is a justice issue.  The residents of Somerville are systematically overburdened by
transportation infrastructure that does not benefit them. There needs to be a promise that is actually
followed through on to benefit the environmental health of Somerville residents.


Thank you for taking the time to read our comments.  Please respond to the needs of the residents and
businesses of Somerville and the surrounding communities by following through on your legal obligation
and building the Green Line extension.


-- 


Andy Pyman
617-764-2627
- - - - - - - 


Truly Good 
Web solutions for growing businesses
facebook.com/trulygood


Local web developer for Somerville & Cambridge Local First


Featured Work:


cambridge local first
ride studio cafe
samara yoga
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somerville local first
sustainable business network of greater boston
union square main streets


call:   617.764.2627
see:   trulygood.com
write: holler@trulygood.com
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From: Denise Taylor
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:50:01 PM


To Whom it May Concern:
 
I am writing to express my great concern over the State’s plan to further delay the
Green Line extension (GLX). Now more than ever the state should and must fufill its
commitment to ameliorate the negative health effects of I-93--and to build public
transit that reduces fossil fuel use and greenhouse gas emissions. Climate change
will not wait for us to finally get around to providing greener transit. We need to act
now, and the state is legally required to do so.
 
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air
quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean
Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified
in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to
be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also
be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help
more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide
needed regional economic opportunities. 


Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted
on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at
risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.


Sincerely,


Beatrice Denise Taylor
119 College Ave., #49
Somerville, MA 02144 
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From: Maureen Barillaro
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; david.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: I support the Green Line extension and you should too
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 2:17:21 PM


To all who are concerned:


I am deeply discouraged by the news that the Green Line extension to Somerville and Medford has been
delayed. There are many reasons why we need to support this and keep it on schedule. Most
importatnly is the fact that energy prices will likely rise due to peak oil and that widespread public
transportation will help protect Boston area residents and businesses from the impact of volatile gas
prices. Public transportation reduces our dependance on oil, and of course, it reduces carbon emissions. 
These goals are congruent with the Global Warming Solutions Act's targets for reducing transportation
emissions in the Commonwealth.


More Key reasons to not delay include:
1.   Creates sustainable mobility for one of the most densely populated regions in the
country.
2.   This project will save lives through reduced air pollution and auto accidents
3.   With the economy in the doldrums construction companies are hungry. There will never
be a cheaper time to build this.
4.   It’s required by law.  Every delay means that the state needs to build and do other
projects to make up for the absence of the Green Line.  The longer the state waits, the
more expensive it gets.
5.   The state could lose all Federal transportation funding- in excess of $400 million a year


Please follow through on the promise of the Green Line in Somerville.


Sincerely,


Maureen Barillaro
Somerville Climate Action
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From: Enid Kumin
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Green Line Ext.: reasons to oppose delay and to ensure that Extension & Community Path projects go forward
in tandem


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:57:50 AM


To Whom It May Concern: 


I oppose plans to delay the Green Line Extension project.  Delaying the project will result in
abnegation of the Commonwealth's responsibility to implement U.S. Transportation Conformity
Measures and SIP air quality standards.  In short, the Commonwealth is obligated to construct the
Green Line Extension under the Clean Air Act.  To demonstrate its commitment to these obligations
and to guarantee proper funding of the Extension, the state must ensure that the Boston MPO 2012-
2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) both
show full funding for the project and any interim replacements. 


As a Somerville resident, mayoral appointee to the Somerville Bicycle Committee, and supporter of the
Community Path in Somerville, I also support timely construction of the Green Line Extension in
conjunction with construction of the Community Path.  I urge full funding of the Community Path in the
2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the Green Line Extension.  In combination, the two projects are a
major step towards reducing greenhouse gas and particulate matter production, lessening of roadway
congestion, and provision of much needed employment and spillover economic opportunities.  


Past emphasis on roadway construction (e.g., the Big Dig) without equal or greater emphasis on
alternative transportation has proven a misguided approach to regional transportation.  Delaying the
current project will not only delay potential transportation and health benefits of the Extension and the
Community Path, it will also add considerably to the ultimate cost of project completion.  Let us aspire
to learn from transportation planning mistakes of prior decades rather than repeat them.


Sincerely,


Enid Kumin
Somerville Bicycle Committee
5 Williams Court
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Nancy Bernhard
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; 


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; 
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; 
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the 
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:15:05 PM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). 
As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal 
Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under 
the Clean Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and built together.  Full 
funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The 
GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help more people get around with 
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted on citizens by poor air quality, and 
adds an estimated $200 million to the overall cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts 
at risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Bernhard
48 Highland Road
Somerville, MA  02144


Board President, Groundwork Somerville
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From: Jill  Clarke
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension - Don"t Delay!
Date: Friday, September 09, 2011 10:56:27 AM


As a Somerville resident I am eager to have the Green Line extension completed sooner than later.  I have never owned a car and would like to continue to have
expanded public transportation options in the area.  This is very important!


STATE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:
MA DOT states that securing federal “New Starts” funding for the Green Line is risky because of the MBTA financial condition,
but MA DOT has not demonstrated it has a funding plan and design and construction schedule to meet the SIP requirements
using only state funding – which has been agreed to by the Commonwealth in the SIP agreement.
Monthly SIP reports as late as May 2011 committed to completing the Green Line Extension at the end of 2015, with no
suggestion of further possible delays.  This reflects a lack of transparency and seriousness in meeting the SIP requirements. 
MassDOT’s assertion that land acquisition is a primary factor in the latest delay is not acceptable. Commuter rail track could be
moved and track could be laid while waiting to acquire land for the Ball Square and Union Square Stations.  Using Greenbush
Line land acquisition delays as a lesson learned for the GLX is not a valid comparison because the land required was for right of
way.  This is not the case for the GLX.  GLX land acquisition is for station locations and the maintenance facility (not included in
the SIP agreement)
The suggested phasing scenario proposed for constructing the GLX should only be permitted if the State is legally bound to
complete of the full GLX to Route 16 by 2018.


 
IMPACT OF DELAY ON HEALTH
The Green Line Extension is supposed to mitigate the health effects of vehicle pollution from 1-93 and regional highway traffic as well as
regional ozone. Delaying completion of the project without mitigation of the pollution will continue to negatively affect the health of
Somerville and regional residents.  Somerville has the greatest daily exposure to commuter traffic and diesel rail pollution in the
state from 250,000 vehicles on I-93, Mystic Avenue (38) and McGrath Highway (28).  We also breathe fumes from 200 daily diesel
commuter and freight trains that cut through the city but (fortunately) do not stop.
 
People who live in the most transportation-polluted 10% of a large urban region may have:


20% higher overall mortality rates;   50% higher lung cancer mortalities
50% higher childhood asthma rates          50% higher heart attack mortalities


IMPACT OF DELAY ON REGIONAL/STATEWIDE ECONOMICS:
Could jeopardize the State’s federal transportation funding, a loss of $650 million per year.
Would significantly increase the cost of the GLX project and needlessly cost taxpayers statewide $200 million or more, plus the
costs of required air quality mitigation to offset the delay. 
Will deny a key regional transit link for employers, universities, research centers and residents.
Will result in significant loss of sales and income tax revenues to the Commonwealth because it misses the opportunity to create
construction and other jobs when we really need them. 
Will cause us to miss the benefits seen by other regions in the country such as Salt Lake City, Utah and Dallas, Texas that have
recently built light rail on time and sometimes under budget.


 
IMPACT OF DELAY ON THE COMMUNITY PATH


Delaying GLX also delays the Community Path. The 2.3 mile Community Path extension will connect the regional Minuteman Path
network to Boston and to the Charles River network.


 
TRANSPARENCY/CREDIBILITY:


Governor Patrick committed to build the Green Line Extension during his term in office. 
Governor Patrick and the Lieutenant Governor must honor this commitment.
The Green Line Extension was legally mandated in 1990. Thirty years is an unacceptable delay.
The Green Line Extension has never been given top priority, even though it is a legally obligated Transportation Control Measure
specified in the State Implementation Plan (SIP).


The state must pursue full bond funding of GLX to satisfy Federal Transportation Conformity. 


Why is GLX not being moved as aggressively as the Fast14 Bridge replacement project?  With all the supposed brain power of our
region, why can’t we get a 7 station transit extension built in a timely, cost-effective way?  We have just recently built a massive
new highway bridge on the Cape and we are widening our highways with a multi-year Route 128 mega-project, but we just can’t
seem to get a shovel in the ground on time for a sustainable urban light rail project.
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From: Emma Oster
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: IP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 1:49:34 PM


To: Jerome Grafe, Christine Kirby, David Mohler, Katherine Fichter, MPO staff


Re: SIP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP


From:   Emma Oster, 7 Watson Street Somerville, MA 02144


As a Somerville resident, I am writing to request that the Mass Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) reject MassDOT's request to delay the Green Line
opening to 2018-2020.  


I also request that the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
reject the delays that are contained within the 2012-2015 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). And
completion of the RT- 16 station should be legally included in any language that
approves any additional time delays.
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From: lynn weissman
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; david.mohler@state.ma.us;


katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: friends of the community path; Ellin Reisner
Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the


Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:02:10 AM


To Mr. Jerome Grafe, Mass Department of Environmental Protection, Ms. Christine Kirby, Mass
Department of Environmental Protection, Mr. David Mohler, Chair, Boston MPO Planning & Programming
Committee, MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning, and the Boston MPO Staff:


I am writing as a citizen thas has lived, worked or attended university, and voted in Massachusetts for
23 years.  I am a 17-year resident of Somerville and a working mother with 6-year-old twin sons in the
Somerville public school system.  To get around, we mostly take public transit, walk, and bike.  We have
a car, but prefer to get around other ways.  I very much look forward to a day when the Green Line
and Community Path extensions will run near 6 Somerville public schools.  My sons will likely attend 4 of
these schools growing up.  Four Somerville public schools are in environmental justice neighborhoods.


I am writing to strongly protest the State’s intentions to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). 
The State has attempted to the Green Line at least four times that I know of (there may be more) - at
great unnecessary taxpayer expense, due to litigation costs, mitigation costs, and also to project
inflation over time.  


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce to the fullest extent the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of the
project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO
2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP).


The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.   SIP projects - like the Green
Line extension - are required to be prioritized over optional projects - like highway expansion. However,
that legal prioritization is not happening now, nor has it happened in the past - or the GLX would be on
track right now.  The State is proud of its GreenDOT initiative, but this newest GLX delay just makes
those of waiting for this project  - even us optimists - feel cynical.  


Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path extension, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the
2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The City of Somerville is declining this year apply for a
TIGER III grant for the Community Path as they did last year (i.e., TIGER II). The TIGER application
requires a match, which was to be the shared infrastructure construction ( bridges, retaining walls, etc.)
for Green Line extension tfrom MassDOT.  With the pending GLX delay, MassDOT cannot make this
shared infrastructure construction commitment (estimated value of ~$10 Million) in good faith now. 
Thus, this multi-million grant opportunity for the Community Path is sadly lost at this time due to the
pending GLX delay.


I am tired of federal and state funding of highways over transit, bicycle, and pedestrian projects. 
Highways are ever-expanding, but that only increases traffic congestion more.  Why do I have to pay a
toll every time I get on transit, but not every time I drive on a highway?  Tolls are the thing that will
really get cars off the road (and generate revenue for the State).


Finally (but not least), I have been appalled by the lack of transparency about this newest attempt to
delay the long-waited GLX project.  For instance:


The Green Line Extension project has not even been on the MassDOT/MBTA Board agenda since
the State announced its intention to petition the DEP for a delay on August 1, 2011.
Governor Patrick and Lieutanant Governor Murray have yet to make public statements regarding
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their intentions to break their campaign promise to get the Green Line Extension done during
there tenure. 
The newest GLX delay announcement took 3 weeks to get on MassDOT's blog, 'Commonwealth
Conversations'
The draft LRTP has been revised several times during the comment period, altering the allocation
to the GLX, but still in violation of SIP commitments.  How is the average citizen supposed to
keep track of this and make comment based on a moving target?  (Also, we keep having to
writer letters over and over to the MPO about the same thing!)


It is time for the State and the Boston MPO to put the GLX at the top of it's list, as it is legally
mandated to do, and to put its money where its mouth is regarding GreenDOT.  I hope you will enforce
the State's legal obligations to the GLX project to the fullest.


Thank you.


Lynn Weissman
112 Belmont Street
Somerville, Ma,  02143








From: Lynn Laur
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.go


Subject: Green Line Extension - Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston MPO
2012 - 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 11:35:06 AM


The proposed delay violates the commonwealth’s legal requirement to give highest
priority in all transportation planning documents to those projects the state has said it
will complete in order to become compliant with the federal Clean Air Act. The Green
Line Extension not only is one of those projects, but it is the one the state says will
provide by far the greatest air quality benefits.
I live near the McGrath Highway where the quality is so poor that we need to scrub
grimy black deposits from our outdoor furniture daily. It’s impossible to remove some
of the filth that has accumulated on the exterior of our house over the years. We
breathe this tainted air every day!
This project should be accelerated not delayed.
Sincerely,
Lynn Laur
15 Greenville St.
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Vanessa Vega
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: IP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 2:01:32 PM


To: Jerome Grafe, Christine Kirby, David Mohler, Katherine Fichter, MPO staff
Re: SIP Transit Commitments, Boston MPO 2012-2015 TIP, Boston MPO LRTP
From:   (insert your name and address)


As a Medford resident, I am writing to request that the Mass Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) reject MassDOT's request to delay the Green Line
opening to 2018-2020. 


I also request that the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
reject the delays that are contained within the 2012-2015 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). And
completion of the RT- 16 station should be legally included in any language that
approves any additional time delays.


I personally look forward to the changes that the Green Line will bring to my
community and I hope that there will be no further delays.
 
Vanessa Vega


Cc:
arnold.anne@epa.gov
cooke.donald@epa.gov
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov, pamela.stephenson@dot.gov,
michael.chong@dot.gov,
william.gordon@dot.gov


-- 


 
Vanessa Vega
Candidate for the MS/OT, 2011
Boston School of Occupational Therapy
Tufts University Graduate School of Arts & Sciences
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From: Joel Bennett
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: friendspath@yahoo.com
Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the


Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:37:57 AM


To whome it may concern,


I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. 
Therefore, I am urging federal and state government entities to fully enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality)
of the project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in
the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be
programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more
people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional
economic opportunities. 
 
Please fully enforce the State's legal obligations to to Clean Air by keeping the Green Line
extension on schedule and prohibiting any further delays.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joel Bennett
112 Belmont St #2
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Gwen Wilcox
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.go; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Cc: Gwen Wilcox
Subject: Green Line Extension - Please enforce the SIP air quality and transportation conformity measures in the Boston


MPO 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:06:27 AM
Importance: High


Dear Mr. Grafe, Ms. Kirby, Mr. Mohler, Ms. Fichter, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Cooke,
Ms. Monahan, Ms Stephenson, Mr. Chong, and Mr. Gordon: 
 
I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the
Green Line extension (GLX). Aside from the desire to improve quality of life
and public transportation options, the Green Line Extension is a legal
obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Therefore, I am urging federal and state
government entities to fully enforce the legal and environmental obligations
(federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality) of this
important project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements
must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two
projects need to be designed and built together.  Full funding of the
Community Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP
along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are wonderful,
sustainable transportation projects that will help more people get around with
fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional economic
opportunities. 
 
I ask that you work to fully enforce the State's legal obligations to Clean Air
by keeping the Green Line extension on schedule and prohibiting any further
delays.
 
Sincerely,
Ms. Gwen Wilcox
101 Hudson Street
Somerville, MA  02144 
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From: Michael Chiu
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov; denise.provost@verizon.net; Senator Pat Jehlen; Joe
Curtatone


Subject: Input on MBTA Green Line Extension
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 3:53:23 PM


I am writing to provide my input on the proposed delay and effective cancellation of the Green Line
extension project from Lechmere to Medford.
 
I believe that this is the third such letter I have written on this topic; I wrote prior to the two
previous delays.  My perspective on this hasn’t changed, only the date and my confidence in the
state of MA and their willingness to uphold this commitment to the health and welfare of the City
of Somerville.
 
You will receive many letters outlining the benefits to the local economy through increased
mobility as well as the health benefits of reduced smog and fewer accidents and the economics of
this project during an downturn.  I strongly agree with all of these points.
 
For me, the motivating issues relate to trust in governments ability to be equitable and effective. 
What concerns me is that:


-          this was agreed to by the state, written into law and twice upheld by the State Supreme
Court.   My guess is that there are few projects within the state budget beyond
entitlements that have a more compelling mandate. 


-          the State has money to do this but chooses to spend it elsewhere.  State chose to fund
replacement of bridges on I-93N (bringing more pollution to Somerville), construction of
the Greenbush and Old Colony line and refurbish existing T-stops instead fund this
mandated project.


-          I have made personal, financial and career decisions, in part, based on the promised and
mandated implementation of this play by as early as 2011.  Instead of fulfilling their
promise, my tax dollars were spent in other cities and on projects that only further the
inequities of the transportation infrastructure and on legal expenses to defend a losing
position.


-          I understand that Federal funding exists to cover some of the costs and that if it is NOT
built, we stand to lose up to $400M of these funds.  Furthermore, it is my understanding
that additional delays will cause the construction price tag to go up AND delay any
commensurate economic benefits.


 
For me, this is primarily an issue of fairness and trust in the word and efficacy of State
government.   I choose to live in MA because I have relative confidence in our leadership; this
delay will destroy that confidence.
 
I look forward to your execution of the Green Line Extension through Somerville on time, as
PROMISED.
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need further input.
 
Best,
 
Michael Chiu, PhD, MBA
17 Kidder Avenue, Somerville, MA
 








From: resablatman@gmail.com on behalf of resa blatman
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:28:18 AM


Dear one and all,


I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green
Line extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean
Air Act. Therefore, I am urging federal and state government entities to fully enforce
the legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures
and SIP air quality) of the project. Full funding of the project and any interim
replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects
need to be designed and built together. Full funding of the the Community Path
should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX. The
GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will
help help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and
provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
Please, please, please fully enforce the State's legal obligations to to Clean Air by
keeping the Green Line extension on schedule and prohibiting any further delays.
We're depending on you to help make our community greener, healthier, and better.
Thank you!
 
Sincerely,
Resa Blatman


-- 
web: http://www.resablatman.com
tel: 617 331 3119
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From: Ethan Contini-Field
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Subject: Keep the GLX On Track! Somerville needs a "Fast 2014"!
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2011 9:31:29 PM


I am writing to demand the completion of the Green Line Extension and
associated Somerville Community Path in compliance with its
legally-mandated timeline. Over twenty years has passed since this was
mandated to offset the public health damage done by the highways passing
through Somerville. Children born when this was mandated are now adults,
and the health problems for many of them cannot wait another
near-decade. In the meantime, more highways, overpasses, and lanes for
cars have been built by the state.


I'm sympathetic to the desire to seek funding through the federal New
Starts program. If this could be done without a significant delay to the
GLX and Path, I would support it. But with twenty years to arrange and
plan this project, the ship of time-consuming frugality has sailed. The
state is legally mandated to complete the GLX in 2014. That obligation
has been in place since 2006. The planners of this project have already
had ample time to pursue every avenue; the state simply must fully fund
the project, on time, with or without external funding.


If New Start funding does not come through (which is very likely), the
delays will make the project much more expensive. The project planners,
even though they are very sincere and dedicated individuals, will look
extremely foolish when they explain to Somerville residents why they
chose a more expensive, time-consuming path, all for an unlikely roll of
the dice. Governor Patrick will undoubtedly be called out for his
failure to keep his promise to complete before the end of his
administration.


Completing the GLX and Path on schedule would be less costly, less
embarrassing, and a long-overdue boon to public health in the most
densely populated city in Massachusetts. Full funding for both projects
must be included in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP.


Sincerely,
Ethan Contini-Field
10 Smith Ave #1F
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: John Wilde
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension - Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the Boston
MPO 2012 - 2015 TIP and LRTP.


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:27:44 AM


 
I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act. 
Therefore, I am urging federal and state government entities to fully enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air quality)
of the project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified in
the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be
designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be
programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help more
people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional
economic opportunities. 
 
Please fully enforce the State's legal obligations to to Clean Air by keeping the Green Line
extension on schedule and prohibiting any further delays.
 
Sincerely,
 
John and Edua Wilde
224 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA
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From: Paul Morgan
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:27:11 AM


 
I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line extension (GLX). The
Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean Air Act.  Therefore, I am urging federal and state
government entities to fully enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity
Measures and SIP air quality) of the project.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be
identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to be designed and built
together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP
along with the GLX.   The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will
help help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide needed regional
economic opportunities. 
 
I am completely baffled why we as a society are able to fully fund and provide as a free service the extensive roads
and highway system yet we cannot come up with funds for these worthwhile projects.  In making the choice to fund
roads we are ensuring a future of pollution for our heirs.
 
Please fully enforce the State's legal obligations to to Clean Air by keeping the Green Line extension on schedule
and prohibiting any further delays.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Morgan
46 Warwick Street
Somerville MA 02145
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From: cathyann11@rcn.com
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Subject: LRTP Comment - Simple Financial Informatin
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:51:53 AM


Good day.
I request some simple tables in the finance chapter that describe the big picture. Emphasis on simple.
That is, how much money comes into the state from the federal government in total, and how much do
we collect at the state level?
And where does it all go? How much is spent at the state's discretion, how much goes to the MPOs?
Please include historic information. Is the share being distributed through the MPOs increasing or
decreasing?
And while Chapter 90 funds are not part of the MPO's purview, it would be useful for local communities
to see the historic trends for that as well.
Thanks.
---Cathy Ann Buckley
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From: Erica Schwarz
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: Green Line Extension - Urging you not to delay again
Date: Monday, September 05, 2011 6:14:37 PM


To Whom It May Concern,


I was outraged to learn that the Mass DOT had requested a delay of the Green Line
extension opening to at least 2018.  I am writing to urge the Mass Dept of
Enviromental Protection to reject this unjust and irresponsible request and to ask the
MPO to also reject this request by ensuring that its TOP and LRTP plans are based
on the 2015 opening. This 2015 opening is still much later than it should be and still
represents an incredible delay, but would be acceptable to me at this point.


I have lived in Somerville since 1999 (with a 1.5 year hiatus when I lived about 500
yards over the line into Medford).  For the majority of that time, I've lived in Union
Square.  People in Union Square are creative and scrappy and incredibly diverse. It
seems one way we are all similar, though is in how insanely patient we've been in
waiting for the green line to come to our area.  We all want and deserve a green
line train to help reduce traffic, air pollution and the related health hazards that
affect local residents...every day this project is delayed puts a greater asthma
burden on our community. It's not right and it's not excusable.


The green line extension should be the absolute top priority! It is the epitome of the
goals of GreenDOT. It reduces public health risks, provides transportation to an area
not at all served by rail lines and would significantly help low income people.  It will
help increase people's transportation options by helping to link different kinds of
transportation to each other, as it would integrate with the local bike/walking path
here. And if that's not reason enough, it is a legal requirement as part of the Clean
Air Act!


It seems clear that this additional extension is a clear violation of the legal
obligation. I do not understand why Mass DOT is trying to delay this project so
severely...it seems the work is ongoing, the public is interested, informed, supportive
and interested in being active and helping to move the process forward. I am urging
Mass DOT the MPT the EPA and anyone else with any influence over this project to
make this project the priority that it is legally mandated to be. I ask you to allocate
adequate funds and make a clear and realistic timeline and plan to have the Green
Line open DURING 2015.


We have waited way too long. it's inexcusable. 


Thank you.


Erica Schwarz
31 Vinal Ave, #2
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: aberwulf@gmail.com on behalf of Alex Krogh-Grabbe
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:14:13 AM


I am writing to strongly protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green
Line extension (GLX). The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean
Air Act.  Therefore, I am urging federal and state government entities to fully
enforce the legal and environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity
Measures and SIP air quality) of the project.  Full funding of the project and any
interim replacements must be identified in the Boston MPO 2012-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in the Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP).
 
Delaying the GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects
need to be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path
should also be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.  
The GLX and Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that
will help help more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases,
and provide needed regional economic opportunities. 
 
Please fully enforce the State's legal obligations to to Clean Air by keeping the Green
Line extension on schedule and prohibiting any further delays.
 
Sincerely,


- Alex


Alex Krogh-Grabbe
Tufts University: Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning
66 Boston Ave. Somerville, MA 02144
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From: Mark Chase
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org
Cc: arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov; monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov;


michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov
Subject: MBTA Green Line Extension/ Please Help
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 3:09:30 PM


To Whom it May Concern,


I am writing you to urge you with any power you possess to require the State to finish the
Green Line extension to Somerville and Medford by 2015 at the latest.  There are sound
economic, public health and legal reasons to do so.  


Economically it will cost the State at least an additional $200 million more to delay the
project by three years.  This huge sum does not even include the cost of interim offset
measures that the state will be required to implement in the absence of the Green Line’s
completion by 2014.   Furthermore with the current recession, a project like the Green Line
will put thousands of Massachusetts residents to work at a time when our state economy
most needs help.  Finally contracting firms who bid to complete the work will do it at the
lowest possible price.  It makes perfect economic sense to do the Green Line now.


From a public health standpoint any delay in completing the Green Line adds to
unnecessary excess deaths that will result form exposure to unhealthy air, increased
obesity and incremental car-accidents as more people choose to drive in the absence of
more healthy public transit.  


Finally, the State is legally obligated to complete the Green Line.  It has already lost one
law suit.  The State would additionally  lose hundreds of millions of additional dollars if it is
determined to have a transportation plan that does not conform with the air quality
mandates of the Clean Air Act.  


Please make the right decision: Force the state to honor its commitment to complete the
Green Line by 2014.


Sincerely,


Mark Chase
13 Belmont Street
Somerville, MA
02143


-- 
Mark Chase


Transportation Planning Consultant


A good city is like a good party: you stay longer than you planned because it's so
wonderful 
~ Jan Gehl
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From: Ted Bach
To: David.mohler@state.ma.us; Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; jerome.grafe@state.ma.us;


christine.kirby@state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov


Cc: Kristi Bach
Subject: Green Line Extension Delay -- Enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the


Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP.
Date: Monday, September 12, 2011 9:16:28 PM


The Green Line extension delay to the 2018-2020 timeframe is unacceptable.  It is
time to lean forward and get the project done in the 2010-2015 timeframe, including
the full design and build Community Path. 


Somerville has been burdened with transportation environmental costs without
reaping the promised mitigation benefits.  You should be working hard now to get
the project including the community path to a findable state and on track to
completion so that it will be ready in time for funding from the American Jobs Act
(should it pass) or for state funds.  


Waiting longer is not only unfair, but will, if the past is any guide, lead to further
completion delays and costs.


Thanks for your time, work, and consideration. 


Best Regards,


Ted Bach
Trustee and Resident
The Cumberland, 
40/42 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02143
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From: Leigh Lozano
To: jerome.grafe@state.ma.us; christine.kirby@state.ma.us; David.mohler@state.ma.us;


Katherine.fichter@dot.state.ma.us; publicinformation@ctps.org; arnold.anne@epa.gov; cooke.donald@epa.gov;
monahan.rosemary@epa.gov; pamela.stephenson@dot.gov; michael.chong@dot.gov; william.gordon@dot.gov;
friendspath@yahoo.com


Subject: Green Line Extension – Please enforce the SIP air quality and Transportation Conformity Measures in the
Boston MPO 2012 – 2015 TIP and LRTP


Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:59:36 AM


I am writing to protest the State’s recent efforts to further delay the Green Line
extension (GLX). 


As such, I am urging federal and state government entities to enforce the legal and
environmental obligations (federal Transportation Conformity Measures and SIP air
quality) of the project. The Green Line extension is a legal obligation under the Clean
Air Act.  Full funding of the project and any interim replacements must be identified
in the Boston MPO 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and in
the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).


Delaying GLX project also delays the Community Path, since the two projects need to
be designed and built together.  Full funding of the the Community Path should also
be programmed in the 2012-2015 TIP and LRTP along with the GLX.   The GLX and
Community Path are wonderful sustainable transportation projects that will help help
more people get around with fewer car trips, curb greenhouse gases, and provide
needed regional economic opportunities. 


Delaying completion of the project prolongs the negative health effect being inflicted
on citizens by poor air quality, and adds an estimated $200 million to the overall
cost.  Failure to complete the project by the legal deadline puts Massachusetts at
risk of being cut off from federal funding for ALL transportation projects.
 
I have been a long time resident of Somerville and bought property within a block of
the future Lowell Street stop and extended bike path a few years ago.  We are out
of reach of walking distance to any current subway lines (Davis, Porter, or
Sullivan) so we must rely on the extremely crowded and delayed buses for
transportation to the subway.  Buses get the job done in the end but in no way are
they efficient nor as environmentally friendly as the subway would be for us.  By
adding the subway, we would be removing buses and more cars from the streets
alleviating already crowded routes.  It is sad that as a resident of Somerville that
works downtown, it takes me at least an hour to get to work in the Copley area.  It
takes my brother 45 minutes to arrive in Copley from Pawtucket, R.I.!!!  How does
that even make sense?  The community only grows larger and with that, more cars
and crowded buses.  We need to fix this NOW and not 10 years from now. 
 
I fear that businesses and residents that have moved to the area in recent years will
depart because promises for extended rail service will not be kept.  If businesses
cannot keep customers and bring in new ones, they will be forced to close.  Don't
punish a thriving community and potentially cause us to move backwards.  We've
waited decades for this project and it is 100% unacceptable to make us wait
another decade.  Commit and keep your promises!


Sincerely,
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Leigh Lozano
55 Vernon Street, Unit 3
Somerville, MA 02145





