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Friends of the Community Path 
112 Belmont Street 
Somerville, MA 02143   
617.776.7769 
friendspath@yahoo.com 
www.pathfriends.org/scp/ 

 
       
Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Transportation Planning and Programming Committee 
Sean Pfalzer, CTPS 
spfalzer@ctps.org, publicinformation@bostonmpo.org, publicinformation@ctps.org 
 
Date: July 24, 2012 
 
Re: Please approve CPX and GLX in 2012-2015 TIP 
 
To Sean Pfalzer and the MPO Transportation Planning and Programming Committee: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Friends of the Community Path, a regional group with ~1000 
members.  Our mission is to extend the Community Path in Somerville 2.1 miles eastward to 
Cambridge at North Point where existing trails connect with the 23-mile Minuteman Bikeway 
network to the 23-mile Charles River path network.  This Community Path Extension (CPX) will 
then result in almost 50 miles of continuous path network through 11 Boston MPO cities and towns, 
with multi-modal connections with the future Green Line extension. 

Additional 2012 TIP funding for the Community Path, Cedar St. to Lowell St. 

We wish to thank the CTPS staff for recommending the additional funding in the 2012 TIP for the 
upcoming construction of the next ¼-mile section of the Community Path, from Cedar-to-Lowell 
Streets in Somerville. We therefore request by this July 24 deadline that the MPO board approve 
this CPX inclusion in the 2012 TIP, the first extension of the CPX in 18 years! This segment is also 
extremely significant since the CPX begins to dovetail here with the Green Line Extension (GLX) 
route, by the Lowell Street GLX station. 
 
Support for the Green Line Extension 

We also wish to express our support for the $66 million in GLX funding in the 2012-2015 TIP and 
ask that it be approved. 
 
Please Identify Funding for the CPX in future TIPs and LRTP as Part of GLX Project 

The CPX is, on its own, an amazing, stand-alone bike/ped project; 
• Creating regional bike/ped connections to 11 Boston MPO cities and towns 
• Passing through the middle of the most densely populated City in New England  

(Somerville) 
• Connecting  the environmental and economic justice neighborhoods of East Somerville and 

East Cambridge, respectively,  
• Reaching the economic and tourist hub of Boston and its jewel, the Charles River and its 

shore paths.  
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Additionally, there are even more profound benefits of the CPX as part of the GLX project, due to 
the combined GLX/CPX design and synergy.  As you know, we consider the CPX an integral part 
of the GLX project and we continue to urge MassDOT to include the full CPX in the GLX plans 
and budgets (the CPX would only increase the cost by about 2%). There is growing recognition by 
others that this is warranted and cost effective, as pieces of the CPX are increasingly being included 
as part of the ongoing GLX design plans. (see summary attached.) 

However, additional funding will still be needed in future TIPs to complete the remaining three 
sections of the CPX in between the 4 GLX stations and not yet included in the GLX plans. At this 
time, only about 7,000 feet (or 1.3 miles total) are not funded by the GLX or present TIP funding. 
The amount of funding required to complete these 3 sections of the CPX will be estimated when the 
30% GLX design is complete in the coming months; we estimate it will be in the range of $10 to 
$20 million depending on the amount of shared infrastructure built as part of the GLX. 

We therefore urge the MPO Board to include full funding in relevant TIPs and in the LRTP 
for the completion of the CPX as part of the GLX – with the CPX funding directly 
corresponding to the GLX phasing, from Lowell Street all the way to Lechmere/North Point, 
as follows: 

• Phase 2 of the GLX construction (projected years 2013 to 2016) includes the GLX from 
Lechmere Station to Washington Street Station.  Thus, in the case of the 2013-2016 TIP, this 
means including CPX construction funding there during the same years.  Unlike the rest of 
the CPX, there is currently no funding for this CPX bridge from the Brickbottom area to the 
existing North Point paths that lead to the Charles River.  Funding especially needs to be 
allocated for this section to make this critical connection to Boston. 

http://www.greenlineextension.org/documents/PubMtgs/designer_contractor_infoMeetings/
Designer_Contractor_Briefing022712.pdf, p.56 

• Phase 4 of the GLX construction (projected years 2014 to 2019) is from Washington St. 
Station to College Ave.  We therefore request CPX construction funding from Washington 
Street to Lowell Street during the same years, from Washington St. to Lowell Street. 

 

http://www.greenlineextension.org/documents/PubMtgs/designer_contractor_infoMeetings/
Designer_Contractor_Briefing022712.pdf, p.62 

 
We look forward to continuing to work positively and collaboratively on the Green Line and 
Community Path Extensions, with the MPO and other stakeholders.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this public comment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alan Moore 

 
Lynn Weissman 
Co-Presidents, Friends of the Community Path 

http://www.greenlineextension.org/documents/PubMtgs/designer_contractor_infoMeetings/Designer_Contractor_Briefing022712.pdf
http://www.greenlineextension.org/documents/PubMtgs/designer_contractor_infoMeetings/Designer_Contractor_Briefing022712.pdf

















































































































































































































































































































